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Spotlight Page
Brian Pridgeon Selected to Fill Vacancy on MPPA Board of Directors
At the September Board of
Directors meeting, Brian Pridgeon,
Montgomery, was selected to replace
retiring board member Dave Cheney,
Mason.
Pridgeon represents the seventh
generation to work on the farm. He
is in a family partnership with his
parents, uncle, cousin and soon his
brother Paul.
Brian attended Central Michigan
University in a leadership
advancement program and received a
degree in Finance and Management
with a minor in Communications. He
is currently finishing up a Master’s
Thesis in Communication.
“I always planned to come home
to the farm,” Brian said. “I like the
freedom to be my own boss and where
else would I have the opportunity to
work with my 89 year old grandfather
every day?”

MPPA Board Member Brian Pridgeon
with his grandfather Dean Pridgeon.
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While keeping the farm profitable
is important, Brian says the succession
of the farm is really the driving force
behind the operation.
“Not only do we have several
generations of our family involved
on the farm,” Brian added, “many of
our employees are multigenerational
working alongside their own family
members. I started working on the
farm the summer after sixth grade and
grew up with many of the employees
that still work here today.”
Back in the 1950’s the farm raised
a little bit of everything, but around
1956 grandfather Dean made a
decision between dairy and hogs.
“Fortunately, my grandfather
decided on raising hogs,” said Brian.
Over the years the farm has grown
in size to accommodate more family
members. Between the sows that they
own and a sow partnership in which
they are involved, Pridgeon Farms
finishes between 68,000 to 70,000
market hogs per year.

“We farm about 4,000 acres of
mainly corn with some beans and
wheat,” Brian said. “That produces
about three quarters of the feed that
we use on the farm and utilizes all the
manure we produce.”
Brian’s main responsibility is the
sow herd and gilt development. “We
gestate the gilts in group pens and
use stalls for the sows. We used to
gestate everything outside and moved
to stalls because it was better for the
animals. In the end, the market will
decide which system will be used, but
hopefully it will be what is best for the
animals.”
In addition to the breeding herd,
Brian also handles all the MDA,
MDEQ and EPA requirements
for manure management and
environmental assessments. That
includes training the staff to do all the
record keeping and daily logs that are
required. The farm works with Harvey
(continued on page 12)

Brian Pridgeon oversees the sow herd at Pridgeon Farms in Mongomery.
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President’s Page
“Feeding the Crocodile”

By: Dennis DeYoung
MPPA President

“The MI Pork
PAC will provide
a vehicle for us to
make contributions
to candidates who
are supportive of
our industry.”

2010, VOL. 35, NO. 3

It’s time to renew your MPPA
membership; if you haven’t received
it already, you will be receiving the
membership application shortly and
it is also attached as an insert in this
issue of the magazine. Yes, it’s a
little later than usual, but there is a
reason. If you recall, earlier this year
your MPPA Board of Directors made
the decision to retain a lobbyist at
the State Capitol and, as a result, we
contracted with one of the top lobbying organizations in Lansing, Governmental Consultant Services, Inc.
(GCSI), to represent us. Bill Zaagman
with GCSI is MPPA’s Lobbyist and
so far this arrangement has worked
very well. Sam Hines makes many
contacts with legislators and state
agencies, but he can’t be there on the
same daily basis as Bill is to represent
the interests of pork producers.
After the encounter that we had last
year with HSUS and the realization
that this fall’s election would bring a
huge turnover in Lansing due to term
limits, it was decided that we needed
help developing closer relationships
with our legislators. The change that
will take place as a result of the election is even greater than we anticipated, so we feel that our decision to
engage a full-time lobbyist was a
good one. As much as we may dislike
politics, the fact is that we need to be
engaged with those who set the rules
for us.
Bill has also helped us establish
a PAC (Political Action Committee)
fund for our organization. The MI
Pork PAC will provide a vehicle for
us to make contributions to candidates
who are supportive of our industry.
We did not have a way to do this
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previously because these types of
contributions need to be kept separate,
are not tax deductible, and can’t come
directly from a corporate entity like
MPPA. We wanted to get this fund in
place before sending out the membership renewals so we could give you
the opportunity to contribute to the
fund, if you would like to do so.
So please renew your membership, and if you are able and willing to
contribute to the MI Pork PAC fund,
be assured it will be used wisely. Also
contact us with your questions and
opinions on any of the issues we are
dealing with that are detailed in other
parts of this publication.
Now, if you have read this far, you
may be wondering what the title of
this article has to do with what I have
been discussing. Well, I am a fan of
Ronald Reagan’s quotations and one
of his lesser known quotes is, “To sit
back hoping that someday, someway,
someone will make things right is to
go on feeding the crocodile, hoping he
will eat you last- but eat you he will.”
I believe this can be applied to us in
agriculture; many of us would rather
mind our own business and be left
alone, after all that is a great lifestyle.
But, the fact is that many, if not most,
of our challenges currently and in the
past several years have been played
out in the legislative and regulatory
arena. Think about trade policies,
antibiotics, ethanol, H1N1, animal
care, environmental issues, feral pigs,
and the proposed GIPSA rule, to name
but a few.
The MPPA staff and Board of

(continued on page 13)
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As I See It
“Meat-out Proclamations Lack Scientific Validity,
Confuse Consumers”

By: Sam Hines
MPPA Executive Vice President
Hines@mipork.org

“Both health
professionals and
pork producers
believe the
healthiest diets
consist of a balance
of fruits and
vegetables as well
as nutrient-dense
meat.”
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I’m sure it comes as no surprise
to anyone that many of our
antagonists have no limits to the
extent they will go to accomplish
their mission-even if it requires
bending the truth and distorting the
facts to accomplish their purpose.
One of the functions of your state
and national pork organizations is
to inform and educate the public
about all aspects of the pork
industry from production, animal
care and food safety to human
nutrition and consumption.
Setting the record straight
when individuals or groups use
inaccurate information or invalid
assertions to promote their views
is a big part of our responsibility
and one we take very seriously.
However, I have observed one
major difference between us and
most of these special interest
groups. We are committed to only
using factual information and not
bending the truth to support our
case; a commitment, one would
hope all individuals or groups
would be willing to subscribe,
but unfortunately do not. In fact,
I would contend that in today’s
environment this is rarely the case,
so we find ourselves in a constant
struggle to adequately address all
the inaccurate information that is
being disseminated about the pork
industry, the role pork can play in
a healthy diet and other unfounded
claims and assertions about our
industry that are brought to our
attention regularly.
Michigan Pork Producers Association

Let me share the most recent
real-world example of what I
mean. It was brought to my
attention a few weeks ago that the
Traverse City Commission (City
Council) was planning to consider
issuing a “Meatless Monday”
proclamation. Apparently, this was
being promoted by a vegetarian/
doctor who, according to my
source, was passionate about
disparaging meat consumption in
whatever way possible.
To respond to this issue, I
prepared the statement below using
factual data supplied by the Pork
Board and we distributed it to all
the Traverse City and Northern
Michigan area newspapers. We
also sent it to my source that
planned to make the statement
available to the Commission
for consideration during its
deliberations on whether or not
to issue a “Meatless Monday”
proclamation. We also alerted
the Michigan Beef Industry
Commission and the Michigan
Allied Poultry Industry Association
in the event they wanted to respond
as well. At the time I am writing
this, the Traverse City Commission
hadn’t taken any action on the
issue, but I am hopeful our
response might be helpful in
cautioning the Commission
to not act hastily in issuing a
proclamation devoid of scientific
validity.
I thought it might be helpful
to share the statement that was
2010, VOL. 35, NO. 3

prepared as it contains facts about
pork consumption that could be
used by any pork producer to
refute dietary claims about meat
consumption that seem to be
springing-up all too frequently in
many local papers these days. If
this occurs in your area, I would
encourage you to use the facts
presented below to respond. These
situations are occurring with
such regularity anymore that it
is virtually impossible for us to
address all of them from the state
level. However, if you do not wish
to respond and will make us aware
of situations that surface locally,
we will attempt to address them.
The statement follows:
“Michigan Pork Producers
Association (MPPA) was
concerned to learn that the
Traverse City Commission was
considering issuing a ‘Meatless
Monday’ proclamation. The
pork industry is a vital part of
Michigan’s agricultural economy
contributing more than $500
million annually in economic
activity. But, more importantly,
Michigan’s pork producers are
concerned about the confusing
signal such a proclamation would
send to consumers. Most health
professionals agree that nutrientdense meat products, including
pork, can be part of a healthy diet
along with a proper balance of
fruits and vegetables. Producers
have worked very hard to improve
the quality and leanness of pork
products and are justifiably
concerned when consideration is
given to declaring meatless days
2010, VOL. 35, NO. 3

when such proclamations are
totally lacking in scientific validity.
Both health professionals
and pork producers believe the
healthiest diets consist of a balance
of fruits and vegetables as well
as nutrient-dense meat. Meat
provides many under-consumed
nutrients such as potassium,
phosphorous and vitamin B12.
Additionally, vital nutrients such
as iron and zinc are more easily
absorbed when they come from
meat rather than vegetables and
vitamin B12 is only found in
animal foods.
Surveys confirm that many
Americans are overweight yet
undernourished. Most health
professionals believe it is prudent
for consumers to focus on choosing
the foods that provide the most
nutrients per calorie. A threeounce serving of pork tenderloin,
for example, is an “excellent”
source of protein, thiamin, vitamin
B6, phosphorus, selenium and
niacin, and a “good” source of
potassium, riboflavin, choline and
zinc, yet contributes only 6% of
calories to a 2,000 calorie diet.
Six of the most common cuts of
pork have, on average, 16% less
fat and 27% less saturated fat
than 18 years ago. MPPA says
many Americans may not realize
that pork tenderloin is just as
lean as a skinless chicken breast,
according to the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA).
Research shows that actual
intakes of nutrient-rich meats
follow mainstream health
recommendations. An analysis by
the USDA showed that on average
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5.3 ounces of meat per day were
consumed by Americans across
various age groups, and this is
the amount recommended by the
federal government’s MyPyramid.
Meat has been shown to help
with weight control. A study
published in the British Journal of
Nutrition last year found that when
people ate high-quality protein
foods for breakfast, including
lean Canadian bacon, they had a
greater sense of sustained fullness
throughout the day compared
to when more protein was eaten
at lunch or dinner. In addition,
higher levels of protein intake
were more effective in maintaining
muscle during weight loss, which
is important for long-term weight
control.
Both ham and Canadian bacon
meet USDA labeling guidelines for
lean meats and deliver high-quality
protein as well as vital nutrients.
Kids enjoy these items as well, and
with the obesity rates escalating
among young children today it is
important to have lean, healthy
options to offer at both schools and
dinner tables. The bottom line is
that there is no scientifically valid
reason to eliminate meat from
the diet. Clearly, extreme intakes
of many types of foods are not
advisable, but experts agree the
healthiest diets consist of a balance
of fruits and vegetables, whole
grains, low-fat dairy and moderate
portions of nutrient-dense meat.”
Elsewhere in this issue you
will see an announcement
about the newly-formed U.S.
(continued on page 12)
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Wild Hogs Again Take Spotlight In Michigan
Article reprinted from “The Wildlife Volunteer” by permission of the Michigan Wildlife Conservancy.

Night-time trail camera photos like this one taken in October 2010 on a Bay County farm
reveal a growing problem. Photo courtesy of Jason Bartlett.

Richard Buikema was a little
discouraged on September 23 of this
year when he checked the trap he had
obtained through the Michigan Wild
Hog Removal Program. “I found hog
tracks going right up to the gate of the
trap before they just turned away,” he
recounted. “I couldn’t figure out what
could have possibly gone wrong.”
His puzzlement was understandable
because wild hogs had been eating
his bait (soured corn) at the Mecosta
County site regularly until he set the
trigger on the trap two days later. But
a few more days of patience paid
off. On September 27 there were
five wild hogs in the trap including a
275-pounder.
Except for the temporary glitch on
the first few days after the trap was
set, Mr. Buikema’s trapping experience was pretty much problem-free.
It illustrates how the Michigan Wild
Hog Removal Program can work.

2010, VOL. 35, NO. 3

Mr. Buikema discovered wild hogs
on a property he hunts in late August
2010. He sent trail camera photos of
two wild hogs (taken at night) and pig

sign to staff of the Michigan Wildlife
Conservancy, which developed the
Michigan Wild Hog Removal Program
in January of this year. The Conservancy arranged for a trap to be delivered to the site within a few days by
staff of the USDA Wildlife Services
Branch. Mr. Buikema then followed
the preferred protocol, pre-baiting
an area before setting up the 15-foot
diameter corral-type trap around
the bait after the hogs were feeding
there routinely. On the day the wild
hogs were discovered in the trap, he
contacted Wildlife Services which sent
two disease control specialists—one
from Wildlife Services and one from
the Michigan Department of Agriculture—to take blood samples from the
hogs for testing.
Mr. Buikema’s successful trapping
effort occurred at a time when state
officials were deciding whether to ban
wild hogs from Michigan. In July,
the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources and Environment (DNRE)
announced it would classify wild hogs
as an invasive, exotic and prohibited
species under Public Act 451, Michigan’s Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act of 1994. The
Act was amended in 2009 requiring
the Director of the DNRE to list any
species that met certain criteria as
invasive (and prohibited). The wild
(continued on page 11)

Five wild hogs were caught
on September 27 in a single
trap near this “hog wallow” in
Mecosta County.
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Wild Hog Trapping Program Getting Results
For the past two years, Michigan
Pork Producers Association
(MPPA) has provided funding
support for a wild hog trapping
program being conducted by the
Michigan Wildlife Conservancy
(MWC) and USDA’s Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service
Wildlife Division. The funding
is used to purchase materials
to make traps that are placed
around the state and tended by
MWC volunteers. As the photos
accompanying this article confirm,
the program has been a success in
removing pigs from some areas
where they have been problematic
in causing crop damage and habitat
destruction.
MPPA, along with the Michigan
Wildlife Conservancy and
Michigan United Conservation
Clubs, has been pressing state
officials to declare wild pigs an

invasive species. “An invasive
species declaration would make
it illegal to possess hogs for sport
shooting purposes and this would
be helpful in shutting-off what,
we believe, has been the source
of the problem; animals escaping
from the shooting facilities,”
said Dennis DeYoung MPPA
President. DeYoung points out that
even if an invasive species order
is issued and it becomes illegal
to have wild hogs for shooting
purposes, this is only one part of
the problem. “Obviously, we feel
strongly that an invasive species
order is needed to shut off the
faucet, but we still have to deal
with the estimated 3,000 to 7,000
that have already escaped into the
wild,” said DeYoung. “That’s
where the trapping program comes
in and why we worked hard to get
legislation passed earlier this year

Dr. David Marks, USDA Wildlife Services veterinarian, takes blood samples from the
wild hogs caught in this Mecosta County trap to determine whether these animals are
carrying the pseudorabies virus or other diseases that could be spread to domestic hogs.
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that would allow anyone qualified to
carry a firearm to shoot them at any
time. Wild hogs are a huge threat to
our industry and its high-time that
state officials take aggressive action
to deal with them.”
DeYoung points out that it has
now been more than a decade since
the wild hog problem was identified
in Michigan and some of these
animals have been known carriers of
the pseudorabies (PRV) virus. “PRV
was eradicated in Michigan in 2000
and in the U.S. in 2004. If the virus
spreads from wild hogs to even one
commercial operation, losses could
be devastating,” said DeYoung. “I
know outlawing shooting operations
is a controversial and politically
charged issue, but the pork industry
has too much at risk to do anything
less.”
MPPA has testified encouraging
action on the invasive species
order at the July, August and
November meetings of the Michigan
Commission of Agriculture and
at the August and November
sessions of the Natural Resources
Commission. Rebecca Humphries,
Director of the Department
of Natural Resources and the
Environment, has indicated that
the Natural Resources Commission
would revisit the issue again at its
December meeting. The MPPA
Board of Directors also plan to
discuss the feral swine problem
at its December 15 meeting and
evaluate what additional steps the
organization might be able to pursue
to help bring this problem under
control and mitigate the threat wild
hogs pose to the Michigan pork
industry.
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Wild Hogs Again Take Spotlight In Michigan
(continued from page 9)

hog, as invasive and destructive as an
animal can be, meets all criteria. So,
the action was anticipated to occur this
past summer and prohibit possession
of wild hogs. This is considered critical to “shutting off the faucet” of wild
hogs escaping from game ranches and
breeding facilities around the state.
But incredibly, the state’s Natural
Resources Commission (NRC) began
to bow to pressure from the game
ranch industry and asked the DNRE
to consider a regulatory approach that
would continue to allow game ranches
to bring in and keep wild hogs. As
of October, DNRE Director, Rebecca
Humphries, had repeatedly postponed
a decision on the classification despite
the clear requirement of P.A. 451.
This summer and fall, the Michigan
Wildlife Conservancy sent letters to
both DNRE Director Humphries and
the NRC urging the ban on wild hogs.
Conservancy staff provided related
testimony at meetings in Escanaba
and Lansing. Numerous game ranch
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industry representatives also testified at those meetings, calling a ban
unnecessary and punitive. While the
NRC was listening to claims of the
game ranchers that there are no wild
hogs on the loose, volunteers in the
Michigan Wild Hog Removal Program
were finding wild hogs—sometimes
just hundreds of yards outside game
ranches.
The Michigan Wildlife Conservancy developed the Michigan Wild Hog
Removal Program in partnership with
USDA Wildlife Services and other organizations to train volunteers to assist
with hog trapping, promote the shooting of wild hogs by Michigan citizens,
and educate the public about the
growing menace. With wild hogs doing $1.5 billion in damages annually
throughout the U.S., one would think
Michigan would follow the advice of
out-of-state experts and pull out all the
stops to control wild hogs. But since
2001 when the first well-documented
escape of wild hogs from a Michigan
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game ranch occurred, there has been
little state action to solve the problem.
In October, the Michigan Wildlife
Conservancy began, under an agreement with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), to
train federal officials who administer
provisions of the Farm Bill, as well
as citizens, to detect and control wild
hogs in Arenac, Bay, Gladwin and
Midland Counties. More than 50
people received training from the
Conservancy at sessions held on October 6 at the Bay City State Park Visitor’s Center. The NRCS is launching
a program in the four-county area
to provide landowners who qualify
for benefits under the Farm Bill with
incentives to detect and control wild
hogs on their properties. Wild hogs
have caused considerable damage to
crops and lawns in those counties after
some well-publicized escapes from
game ranches and breeding facilities
north of Midland.
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Swine producers can aim for niche markets with
help from new MSU Extension publications

As I See It
(continued from page 7)

Two new bulletins aimed at helping swine breeders develop breeding
systems that will enable them to enter
the specialty production market are
now available through the Michigan
State University Extension (MSUE)
Bookstore.
The first, Swine Breeding Systems
for Alternative Pork Chains: Breeding
Programs, (E-3107) outlines how pork
producers can tailor their production
management and marketing techniques to targeted markets. It compares various cross-breeding systems,
performance expectations and methods of operation.
The six-page publication includes
diagrams for two-breed and threebreed rotational programs, as well as
explanations of grandparent terminal
and rotaterminal breeding systems.
Cost for the bulletin is $6.50.
The other publication, Swine Breeding Systems for Alternative Pork
Chains: Breed Options and Use, (E-

3108) provides pork producers with an
overview of breed characteristics and
explains how various breeds can be
crossed to best align with the specifications of niche markets.
This eight-page publication covers
sow productivity, growth and carcass
merit, meat quality, taste panel evaluation, important genes and gilt replacement programs. Cost for this bulletin
is $5.50.
According to MSU swine specialist
Ronald Bates, who authored the publications, pork producers can apply this
information and get better pigs.
“These bulletins can help pork
producers better understand how to
use breeds and breed combinations
to improve the pigs they produce for
alternative markets,” Bates said.
Both publications are available for
purchase through the MSUE Bookstore at www.bookstore.msue.msu.
edu.

Spotlight
(continued from page 4)

Milling Company and Beth Blauwiekel to try to stay on top of all the changing
regulations.
Brian has continued his families’ long history of involvement both on the
county level and state. “My grandfather, dad and uncle have been role models
to me when it comes to being an active participant in church and agricultural
organizations,” Brian added.
Involvement in agricultural organizations and vacations with other producers
has allowed Brian to build relationships and share dialog on how to raise pigs
better.
He has been involved in the Branch County Young Farmer program and
supports being a strong advocate for agriculture.
Brian joins board member Andy White in representing a new generation of
leadership on the MPPA Board. “We are pleased that Brian and Andy have
agreed to serve on the board and continue the long history of involvement that
their families have had in the pork industry,” said MPPA President Dennis
DeYoung. “Having grown-up in the industry they bring a lot of knowledge with
them and we look forward to their input and leadership.”

12

Michigan Pork Producers Association

Farmers and Ranchers Alliance;
a consortium of more than 20
national food and agricultural
organizations, including the
National Pork Board, that have
come together to, according to the
announcement, pursue efforts to
‘enhance consumer trust in modern
food production that ensures the
abundance of affordable, safe
food.’ Such an effort is probably
long overdue and, in my view,
badly needed to help counter the
vast amounts of misinformation
being spewed by many today.
MPPA has been involved in a
comparable effort at the state
level for the past three years.
The Michigan Ag Council is a
consortium of Michigan farm and
commodity organizations that was
formed for much the same reason
as the U.S. Farmers and Ranchers
Alliance. I encourage you to
see what the Council is about
by checking out the Council’s
Website at www.miagcouncil.org.
The enormity of the task at hand
requires that all of agriculture join
together and pool resources to
address the huge educational effort
that is needed. It appears steps
down that path are starting to be
pursued.
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Areas of Consensus Developed Among Industry and Regulatory Leaders in
Ongoing Animal Disease Traceability Debate: Detailed in White Paper
Strong and ongoing collaboration
among producers, commercial interests and regulatory agencies at both
the state and federal level is the key
component to successful animal disease traceability in the United States.
This was just one point of agreement included in a White Paper developed from the discussions at the Joint
Strategy Forum on Animal Disease
Traceability (Forum), which was collaboratively developed by the National Institute for Animal Agriculture,
and the United States Animal Health
Association and held last summer in
Denver, Colorado.
The White Paper summarizes the
main discussion points reached by
the 193 individuals who attended the
Forum. 43 states, four tribes, 33 state
animal health agencies, 38 industry
organizations, 8 universities, and 34
producers and supply companies were
represented at the Forum. In addition,
representatives from Canada, Mexico,
and Japan were among the attendees.
Forum attendees recognized a
significant need for more efficient and
effective Animal Disease Traceability
among all states and livestock species.
The White Paper includes in depth
notes from the Forum discussions on
several subjects including:

•

According to the White Paper, the
focus of the Forum was on the preliminary directions the Traceability
Regulation Working Group (TRWG)
are suggesting in the areas of official
identification, exemptions, performance standards, compliance components, recordkeeping requirements,
and proposed timelines.
The White Paper notes that efforts to develop animal identification
methods and systems to provide traceability have been underway for several
years; however issues such as data
confidentiality, system costs, a lack
of understanding of device and reader
technology, and a lack of standardization has led to frustration and pushback from producers.
During February 2010, USDA announced a new, flexible framework
for animal disease traceability in the
United States. The framework is projected to provide the basic tenets of an
improved animal disease traceability
capability in the United States. USDA
suggests it will:
•

•

•
•

•
•
•

The inclusion of identifying feeder cattle after a workable system is
in place for adult cattle.
The use and relevance of “Brite”
tags, back tags and brands.
Reasonable timelines and benchmarks for states to implement a
traceability system.
How to accommodate the needs of
different species.
Uniform data collection among
states.
The use of official “840” eartags
for U.S. born animals.
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Education and outreach to animal
producers, handlers, marketers
and processors in regard to new
requirements.

•

•
•

Only apply to animals moved in
interstate commerce;
Be administered by the States and
Tribal Nations to provide more
flexibility;
Encourage the use of lower-cost
technology; and
Be implemented transparently
through federal regulations and
the full rulemaking process.

ants of the new traceability framework. It is anticipated that USDA
will draft a proposed rule on animal
disease traceability which is projected
to be published by April, 2011 and
provide for a 60-90 day public comment period.

President’s Page
(continued from page 6)

Directors, with the help of our lobbyist and others, are engaged politically
and we have taken the steps necessary
to make sure MPPA is positioned to
protect our interests. We hope that
you will support our efforts because,
in the end, it is in the best interest of
everyone in this industry to help carry
the load. On behalf of the Board and
staff, we thank you for your support.
Your membership dues also support
work in the public policy area because, as you know, checkoff dollars can only be used for promotion,
research and consumer information
programs.
I am writing this before Thanksgiving, but I know you will receive the
magazine after “Turkey Day,” so I
hope you had an enjoyable holiday,
and are looking forward to a blessed
Christmas.

Following the announcement of the
new direction, State and Tribal animal
health officials, through a Traceability
Regulation Working Group (TRWG),
have been developing the basic ten-
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U.S.Farmers & Ranchers Alliance Reveals Vision & Initial Focus; Dale Norton

Today’s agriculture continues to
be attacked by a number of different
groups. Unfortunately, as the majority
of the U.S. public has become further
and further removed from the farm,
they tend to believe the groups attacking agriculture, according to the U.S.
Farmers & Ranchers Alliance (USFRA). This new alliance is comprised
of most of the leading national farmerand rancher-led agricultural organizations.
USFRA believes the actions of
these groups have led a number of
agricultural organizations to fund
programs that bolster the image of
agriculture and enhance public trust in
our food supply. While these individual efforts have been helpful in
answering some of the criticism, there
is a growing need for all of agriculture
to coordinate their messages and reach
out even further to the consuming
public through consumer influencers
and thought leaders.
“We in production agriculture
recognize the immediate need to
build consumer trust in today’s U.S.
food production system,” said newlyelected USFRA Chairman Bob Stallman, president of the American Farm
Bureau Federation. “We also recognize the need to maintain and enhance
the freedom of American farmers and
ranchers to operate in an economical,
sustainable and responsible manner.
The sun rises today on a new, collaborative and coordinated effort by
many segments of production agriculture to tell our great story as never
before.”
At a news conference introducing
the USFRA founding affiliates and
board participants, Stallman recalled
a historic meeting that took place
on October 12 in St. Louis. Twenty
farmer and rancher organizations in
attendance agreed to form USFRA to
develop and implement a well-funded,
14

long-term, and coordinated public
trust campaign for American agriculture.
Stallman stated the Alliance’s vision is to enhance consumer trust in
today’s U.S. food production system,
to maintain and enhance the freedom
of U.S. farmers and ranchers to operate in a responsible manner, and to
strengthen collaboration with the food
production, processing and distribution systems.

Dale Norton, Bronson, was elected to
serve on the inaugural USFRA Executive
Committee. Norton also serves on the
MPPA and National Pork Boards.

According to Stallman, USFRA
will focus its initial efforts on the following measurable goals:
1. Increase consumer, consumer
influencer and thought leader trust and
confidence in today’s agriculture.
2. Serve as a resource to food companies on the benefits of today’s agricultural production.
3. Work with leading health, environMichigan Pork Producers Association

mental and dietary organizations to
demonstrate the benefits of today’s
agricultural production.
4. Increase the role of U.S. farmers
and ranchers as the voice of animal
and crop agriculture on local, state and
national food issues.
“This is an exciting time for U.S.
agriculture. It represents the first time
all of production agriculture has come
together for a common purpose,” said
Stallman. “It won’t be easy. Changing
consumer perceptions is a big challenge. We plan to use our strategic
vision to focus our energies.”
In 2011, Stallman indicated USFRA will continue to identify any
current efforts to enhance public trust
in today’s agriculture already undertaken by agriculture and food industry
organizations that may fit strategically
within USFRA’s vision and goals.
USFRA recognizes that many of these
current efforts have already made
strides forward, and it anticipates
future successes for them.
However, USFRA also anticipates
identifying gaps in the broad consumer education efforts that exist today. It
will be imperative that USFRA closes
those gaps and builds a public trust in
today’s agriculture campaign that will
allow its supporting organizations to
operate as needed, while still pooling
resources to maximize efficiencies and
effectiveness of a consumer influencer
and thought leader campaign, said
Stallman.
At this time, 23 different farmerand rancher-led organizations – representing nearly all aspects of agriculture – have joined the alliance to pool
resources. According to Stallman,
these organizations are contributing
to the greater good of agriculture, and
are participating in an organization
that will truly make a strong, positive
impact on farmers and ranchers for
2010, VOL. 35, NO. 3

Appointed to Executive Committee

years to come. They are:
American Egg Board (AEB)
American Farm Bureau Federation
(AFBF)
American National Cattle Women
(ANCW)
American Sheep Industry (ASI)
American Soybean Association (ASA)
American Sugar Alliance
Beef Checkoff (CBB)
Federation of State Beef Councils
(FSBC)
National Association of Wheat Growers (NAWG)
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association
(NCBA)
National Cotton Council (NCC)
National Corn Growers Association
(NCGA)
National Milk Producers Federation
(NMPF)
National Pork Board (NPB)
National Pork Producers Council
(NPPC)
Southern Peanut Producers Federation
(SPPF)
U.S. Poultry and Egg Association
(USPOULTRY)
U.S. Grains Council (USGC)
United Egg Producers (UEP)
United Fresh Produce Association
(United Fresh)
United Soybean Board (USB)
U.S. Soybean Federation (USSF)
Western Growers (WGA)
Organizations participating on the
USFRA Founding Board include, in
alphabetical order, AFBF, the Beef
Checkoff, Federation of State Beef
Councils, NCBA, NCGA, NPB,
NPPC, USPOULTRY, UEP and USB.
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The following individuals are serving
as the founding board of directors for
USFRA:
Philip Bradshaw, USB
Austin Brown, III, Beef Checkoff
Scott George, Federation of State Beef
Councils
Gene Gregory, UEP
Dallas Hockman, NPPC
Dale Norton, NPB
Forrest Roberts, NCBA
Bart Schott, NCGA
Bob Stallman, AFBF
John Starkey, USPOULTRY
The following USFRA Board members were elected by their peers at
the initial USFRA Board meeting on
Friday, November 5, to serve as the
inaugural USFRA Executive Committee:
Chairman – Bob Stallman, AFBF
Vice Chairman – Phil Bradshaw, USB
Secretary – Bart Schott, NCGA
Treasurer – Dale Norton, NPB
At-Large – Gene Gregory. UEP
At-Large – Forrest Roberts, NCBA
Stallman said other business
conducted by the USFRA Founding
Board on November 5 included approving motions to further establish
USFRA as a credible and operational
entity to enable USFRA to begin the
lengthy process of realizing its vision
and achieving its goals. Stallman also
indicated that participation in USFRA projects by federally-authorized
checkoff programs is pending USDA
Agricultural Marketing Service approval.

Michigan Pork Producers Association

Pork Checkoff
Supports Return of
McRib® Nationwide
For the first time since 1994,
McDonald’s McRib® sandwich was
available in all participating restaurants nationwide through November.
“The Checkoff was instrumental in the first national rollout of the
McRib,” said Paul Perfilio, national
foodservice marketing manager for the
Checkoff. “This year the pork logo
will be prominently featured on special McRib tray liners at all participating restaurants nationwide.”
The McRib is made with 100 percent USDA-quality pork and is served
on a toasted, golden-brown home style
roll. The boneless, seasoned pork patty
is dressed with fresh slivered onions,
two dill pickle slices and a one-of-a
kind sweet, smoky, tangy, western
barbeque style sauce.
“Each year the return of the McRib
promotion in different regions of the
country brings pork back to the top
of consumers’ minds and that is great
for everyone involved,” said Dianne
Bettin, a pork producer from Truman,
Minn., and chair of the Domestic Marketing Committee. “The McRib has
had a lot of success as a limited-time
menu item.”
“McDonald’s McRib sandwich is
truly an iconic product - and for many
of our customers it’s more than just
a sandwich, it’s an experience,” said
Neil Golden, senior vice president and
chief marketing officer, McDonald’s
USA. “The enthusiasm and passion
of McRib fans has helped propel a
distinctive sandwich to a legendary
status.”
For those over-the-top McRib
enthusiasts, McDonald’s has launched
“The Legends of McRib” website,
www.McDonalds.com/McRib, to capture McRib stories and tall tales submitted by fans who want to share their
love for the sandwich to the world.
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Agency Lacked, Exceeded Authority On Provisions Of Livestock Rule,
Regulation Bad For U.S. Pork Producers, Consumers And Rural America

A U.S. Department of Agriculture
agency lacked authority or exceeded
it on certain provisions of a proposed
rule on buying and selling hogs, failed
to support the need for the regulation with evidence of problems in the
pork industry and didn’t consider its
own studies showing that restricting
contracts could harm the industry, said
the National Pork Producers Council
in comments filed on November 10 on
the so-called GIPSA rule.
USDA’s Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration
issued the rule June 22, 2010. A public
comment period on it ended Nov. 22.
The rule, which was prompted by the
2008 Farm Bill, would amend the
Packers and Stockyards Act (PSA),
which regulates livestock and poultry
contracts and marketing practices.
In its comments, NPPC, which has
called the regulation a “bureaucratic
overreach,” said that GIPSA lacked
authority to, for example, declare that
no showing of injury to competition
is necessary to establish a violation
of the PSA. It pointed out that federal
courts have uniformly rejected that
view and that Congress rejected a
similar provision during debate on the
2008 Farm Bill.
NPPC also pointed out that the rule
was offered with no meaningful analysis of its impact on the pork industry.
NPPC, along with the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, National
Meat Association and National Turkey
Federation, released an economic
analysis of the GIPSA rule that found
it would result in nearly 23,000 lost
jobs and reduce gross domestic product by $1.56 billion. The cost to the
pork industry would be $333 million
annually after an initial $69 million
expense.
“In all my years in the pork indus-

16

try, I have never seen a regulation
proposed that would do as much harm
to America’s pork producers as the
GIPSA rule would do,” said NPPC
CEO Neil Dierks. “There’s no justification for imposing this rule on pork
producers. It’s based on anecdotes, not
analyses.”
NPPC asked that GIPSA withdraw
the portions of the proposed rule that
will have an immediate and detrimental impact on the pork industry. It also
requested a thorough analysis of the
affect on the pork producers of any
new regulation.
“As proposed, the GIPSA rule is
bad for farmers and ranchers, bad for
consumers and bad for rural America,”
said NPPC President Sam Carney,
a pork producer from Adair, Iowa.
“We’d like the agency to rewrite the
rule, sticking to the mandates Congress gave it in the 2008 Farm Bill.”
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Lawmakers Want GIPSA
Rule Economic Analysis
House lawmakers in a letter sent to
U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack asked that an economic analysis
of the agency’s proposed rule on buying and selling livestock and poultry
be completed before the regulation
becomes final.
The request was applauded by the
National Pork Producers Council,
which noted when the rule first was
issued in mid-June the lack of such an
analysis and which in its public comments on the regulation will demand
that one be done.
The 2008 Farm Bill authorized
the U.S. Department of Agriculture
to promulgate regulations under the
Packers and Stockyards Act related
to livestock and poultry contracts and
marketing practices. The rule would
be administered by USDA’s Grain
Inspection, Packers and Stockyards
Administration (GIPSA).
Signed by 115 members – 68
Republicans and 47 Democrats – the
House letter pointed out that the rule
“is sweeping in its scope and would
have major consequences in the
marketing of livestock and poultry for
producers and processors of all sizes.
In order for Congress and the public to
evaluate this rule and its implications
with full transparency, a thorough
economic analysis is necessary.”
“It is imperative that producers
know how much the GIPSA rule will
cost them,” said NPPC President Sam
Carney. “Frankly, it’s unfathomable that a major regulation like this
doesn’t have an analysis of its impact
on the economy and jobs.”
NPPC has pointed out that the
proposed rule goes well beyond the

2010, VOL. 35, NO. 3

Says NPPC In Public Comments

Farm Bill mandates and includes some
provisions that were considered and
dropped or rejected by Congress. The
regulation is a “bureaucratic overreach,” the organization has said.
In a July hearing, a number of
House Agriculture Committee members said USDA “overstepped its
boundaries.” The majority of the
panel’s lawmakers signed the Oct. 4
letter to Vilsack, which was championed by Chairman Collin Peterson,
D-Minn., Ranking Member Frank
Lucas, R-Okla., Livestock Subcommittee Chairman David Scott, D-Ga.,
and subcommittee Ranking Member
Randy Neugebauer, R-Texas.

American Meat Institute
Study on Livestock Rule
Means Rural Job Losses &
Higher Meat Prices
The proposed USDA Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards
Administration’s (GIPSA) rule would
have far-reaching negative economic
impacts on U.S. livestock producers
and also U.S. consumers according to
a study released in October that was
commissioned by the American Meat
Institute (AMI).
The study, conducted by John Dunham & Associates evaluated the rules
impact across the entire economy and
not just the livestock sector, estimates that 104,000 Americans would
lose their jobs as a result of this rule.
Livestock producers in rural America
would be especially hard hit, losing
as many as 21,274 jobs. In addition
to the job loss associated with this
rule, fewer producers would result in
a decrease in supply and an increase
in the cost of meat. This cost increase,
estimated at 3.3 percent, would be felt
2010, VOL. 35, NO. 3

by consumers at the grocery store.
“The estimated rate of producer
job loss in rural America would be
high. When folks are forced out of the
livestock industry, they don’t come
back,” said NPPC President Sam
Carney. “Given this study, it is now
more important than ever for USDA to
conduct a thorough economic analysis
so that producers understand the true

cost of the Administration’s proposed
regulations.”
In a time of record job loss nationally, a rule that would lead to 3,707
job losses in Iowa would only make
economic matters worse. The study
shows that a staggering 31,609 workers would lose their jobs in the top 10
pork producing states alone.

Mexican Trucking Dispute Hurting U.S. Pork
U.S. pork exports to Mexico have
fallen by a whopping 20 percent since
the Mexican government added pork
to the list of U.S. products against
which it is retaliating for the failure of
the United States to live up to a trade
obligation.
In August, Mexico put a 5 percent
tariff on most U.S. pork imports, as
well as tariffs on other U.S. products,
in reprisal for the United States not
complying with a provision of the
1994 North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) that allows
Mexican trucks to haul goods into
America. The provision was supposed
to become effective in December
1995.
The National Pork Producers Council has been urging the Obama administration to resolve as quickly as possible the trucking dispute, which first
erupted in March 2009 when Mexico
placed higher tariffs on an estimated
$2.4 billion of U.S. goods after the
U.S. Congress failed to renew a pilot
program that let a limited number of
Mexican trucking companies to haul
freight beyond a 25-mile U.S. commercial zone.
Mexico in August added products,
including pork, dairy and apples, to
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its initial retaliation list of 89 products
after the Obama administration failed
to present a proposal for resolving the
trucking issue.
According to recent data from the
U.S. Department of Commerce and
the Canadian government, U.S. pork
exports to Mexico dropped by nearly
5,000 metric tons from August to September – a loss of about $9 million –
while Canadian pork exports increased
by almost 2,000 metric tons.
“The trucking issue needs to be
resolved now, before the U.S. pork
industry loses even more of its market share in Mexico,” said NPPC
President Sam Carney. “We’re talking
about the livelihoods of American hog
farmers; we’re talking about lost U.S.
jobs. And it isn’t just the pork industry; this is happening to the producers
of the other 98 products on the retaliation list.”
Mexico is the second largest market
for the U.S. pork industry, which
shipped $762 million of pork south
of the border in 2009. Since 1993, the
year before NAFTA was implemented,
U.S. pork exports to Mexico have
increased by 580 percent.
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Fall Legislative Action Conference Wrap-up
MPPA President Dennis DeYoung,
Plainwell; NPPC and MPPA Board
member Bob Dykhuis, Holland; and
MPPA Board members Pat Albright,
Coldwater; and Andy White, Jones;
along with MPPA Executive Vice
President Sam Hines joined more than
100 pork producers from around the
country at NPPC’s Fall Legislative
Action Conference in Washington,
D.C. in September, where they met
with their members of Congress to
discuss important pork industry issues
and heard from NPPC staff on legislative matters.
Director of Government Relations
Chelsie Redalen spoke to the audience
about mandatory price reporting legislation, while Assistant Vice President
of Government Relations Chris Wall
discussed food safety issues. Chief
Environmental Counsel Michael
Formica updated those attending on
CAFO Rule oral arguments, the Chesapeake Bay Total Maximum Daily
Load report, U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s ongoing efforts
to develop a comprehensive long-term
strategic plan for water quality that directly targets livestock agriculture, and
lawsuit settlements that require EPA to
develop new permitting requirements
on pork producers.
Vice President and Counsel for
International Trade Policy Nick Giordano talked about the importance and
impact of pending free trade agreements as well as the Mexican trucking
issue.
Guest speakers at the conference
included Colombian Ambassador to
the U.S. Carolina Barco, Sen. Amy
Klobuchar, D-Minn., Rep. Jack Kingston, R-Ga. and POLITICO Executive
Editor & Co-Founder Jim VandeHei.
Also in town during the week were
14 pork producers participating in
NPPC’s Pork Leadership Institute
and 12 swine veterinarians attending
NPPC’s Swine Veterinarian Public
Policy and Advocacy Program.
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The conference wrapped up with
the widely attended “Rack of Pork”
congressional reception on Capitol
Hill for members of Congress, their
staff and pork producers. Guests at the
reception enjoyed a variety of pork
prepared in different dishes and talked
with fellow producers and many members of Congress.

Pending Free Trade
Agreements are Vital to the
U.S. Pork Industry
During the Legislative Action Conference NPPC hosted a briefing for
congressional staffers on the potential increase of U.S. pork and other
food and agriculture exports with
the passage of the three pending free
trade agreements (FTAs) with South
Korea, Colombia and Panama, and the
removal of barriers to Cuba. NPPC
was joined by seven other organizations: American Soybean Association,
Grocery Manufacturers Association,
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, National Corn Growers Association, National Milk Producers Federation, National Potato Council and the
U.S. Apple Association, in pointing
out that the U.S. is moving backwards
by standing still on FTAs.
The U.S. is not only losing out
on additional export sales but due to
government, U.S. agriculture is losing
sales to other countries and regions
like Canada, the European Union (EU)
and countries of the Mercosur (Brazil
and Argentina). All of the aforementioned countries have concluded and/
or are negotiating FTAs with Korea,
Colombia and Panama - creating a
cost advantage over U.S. food and
agriculture products.
Recently the Council of the European Union adopted a decision
approving the EU-South Korea free
trade agreement. In the case of pork,
the U.S. industry could be out of these
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markets within ten years due to competition from the EU and Canada who
are negotiating and ratifying FTAs
while the U.S. delays passage. The
U.S.-Korea FTA alone would generate an additional $687 million in pork
exports, cause live U.S. hog prices to
be $10 higher and create over 9,000
jobs in the U.S. pork industry, when
fully implemented. The briefing was
attended by more than 40 staff members.

NPPC Co-Hosts Dinner for
Vietnamese Officials
Also during the conference, NPPC
President Sam Carney, board members
Don Butler and Gary Asay, and NPPC
and NPB staff hosted a dinner for a
Vietnamese government delegation
led by directors of both the Office of
the Government and the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development.
Vietnam is currently constructing
a new Animal Health Law and the
twelve person delegation in charge of
drafting the new law is on an 11-day
tour for consultations and examination
of U.S. laws and regulations which address animal health, animal drugs and
food safety (MRLs).
NPPC was able to have valuable
discussions regarding U.S. pork industry laws and regulations with members
of the delegation during this formative
period of drafting that can have a direct impact on Vietnam’s new Animal
Health Law.
The delegation will also be meeting
with U.S. government officials and
animal health industry groups. Final
passage of the Animal Health Law is
targeted for 2012.
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NPPC Joins Diverse Coalition of Farm and Food Groups in Filing Lawsuit to
Overturn EPA’s `E15’ Decision
Federal Lawsuit Argues that Decision Exceeded Agency’s Statutory Authority
A diverse coalition of farm and
food trade associations filed a suit
on November 9 in federal court to
overturn the Environmental Protection
Agency’s recent decision to allow
gasoline containing 15 percent
ethanol (“E15”) to be sold for cars
manufactured in the 2007 model year
or later.
Farm and food petitioners in the
suit, which was filed with the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit, include the Grocery
Manufacturers Association, the
American Meat Institute, the National
Council of Chain Restaurants, the
National Meat Association, the
National Turkey Federation, the
National Chicken Council, the
National Pork Producers Council,
the Snack Food Association and the
American Frozen Food Institute.
The Coalition objects to the EPA’s
decision on the grounds that granting
a “partial waiver” of the Clean Air
Act allowing E15 to be used only in
cars built after model year 2006 is not
within the agency’s legal authority.
The petitioners argue that under the
Clean Air Act the EPA administrator
may only grant a waiver for a new
fuel additive if it “will not cause or
contribute to a failure of any emission
control device or system.”
The Coalition said: “In approving
E15, which is compatible only with
certain, later-model automobile and
other types of engines, the EPA has
clearly exceeded its authority under
the Clean Air Act. The EPA has
unlawfully interpreted the statute to
achieve a particular outcome. The
agency has a legal obligation to
adhere to the letter and spirit of the
Clean Air Act and, in this case, has
failed to do so. We are confident that
the Court will agree and require the
EPA to reverse course.”
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Comments from Members of the
Coalition
Grocery Manufacturers Association
Vice President for Federal Affairs
Scott Faber said: “We were
disappointed in the Administration’s
decision to allow more ethanol in
gasoline before truly sustainable
advanced biofuels are commercially
available. Not only will this decision
adversely affect millions of consumers
who don’t drive brand new cars,
but also countless Americans who
are struggling to feed their families
in a recovering economy. Recent
spikes in corn prices due to supply
concerns will only be exacerbated by
this decision. This legal action will
give EPA a second chance to get this
important decision right.”
American Meat Institute President
and CEO J. Patrick Boyle said: “Corn
prices have increased since USDA
released estimates that corn
production for this year was going
to be 3.4 percent less than 2009.
This will put pressure on the meat
and poultry supply, which will lead
to higher food prices for consumers.
For those consumers worried about
climbing food prices, this decision
will increase the amount of corn being
diverted to our gas tanks and away
from meat and poultry production. It’s
unfortunate that EPA acted hastily and
approved the use of E15, and now the
American consumer will pay for it at
the grocery store.”
National Council of Chain
Restaurants Vice President Scott
Vinson said: “This challenge to the
EPA’s decision is necessary to reduce
the strain that ethanol production from
corn has placed on U.S. agriculture.
The EPA’s decision will lead to an
ever higher proportion of the nation’s
corn crop being diverted to fuel use,
raising prices for participants in the
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food chain and consumers. Already
supported by market-distorting
mandates, tax credits and import
tariffs, ethanol demand for corn has
been singled out as the preferred
use for U.S agricultural production
long enough. Corn is an extremely
important commodity used in feeding
the world, and it’s about time we
reverse the trend of burning more and
more of it as fuel.”
National Meat Association CEO
Barry Carpenter said: “National Meat
Association is joining this petition
because EPA has overstepped its legal
authority and taken action contrary
to the interests of consumers and food
producers. NMA believes the petition
is necessary to defend against the cost
increases and food insecurity that will
result from EPA’s action.”
National Turkey Federation
President Joel Brandenberger said: “In
trying so hard to rush out an E15 rule
before Election Day, EPA completely
disregarded the legitimate scientific
concerns surrounding E15 and the
potentially disastrous impact of
diverting even more corn from food
and feed to fuel. We believe the
agency ignored the law as well, and
we are confident the court will agree.”
National Chicken Council Senior
Vice President and Chief Economist
Bill Roenigk said: “With corn supplies
very tight and ending inventories
projected to be precariously low,
corn costs continue to head toward
historical highs. Any unnecessary and
arbitrary action by the government
that would exacerbate the situation
for traditional corn users is very
questionable and an unwise move at
this time.”
National Pork Producers Council
Environment Committee Chairman
(Continued on page 21)
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NPPC Urges Resolution Of Issues Related To U.S.-South Korea FTA
The National Pork Producers Council expressed disappointment that a final deal has not been reached between
the United States and South Korea
on issues related to trade in beef and
automobiles. An agreement would
have paved the way for the U.S.-South
Korea Free Trade Agreement to be
completed.
The two sides had hoped to resolve
the outstanding issues before the conclusion of the G-20 economic meeting in Seoul, South Korea, which was
held in early November. The U.S.South Korea FTA was signed on June
30, 2007. The FTA must be approved
by the U.S. Congress as well as the
South Korean National Assembly.
The FTA would be one of the most
lucrative for the U.S. pork industry,
according to NPPC, which has championed the pact for more than three
years now. The organization is urging
resolution of the outstanding issues
so that congressional lawmakers can
approve the trade deal as soon as possible.
“America’s pork producers and all
of U.S. agriculture need the two sides
to reach agreement quickly on the
remaining issues so that Congress can
act soon to pass the U.S.-South Korea
Free Trade Agreement,” said NPPC
President Sam Carney, a pork producer from Adair, Iowa. “This would
be the biggest trade agreement ever
for the U.S. pork industry. It would be
good for agriculture, good for business and good for the U.S. economy.
If the two sides don’t act quickly, I am
very concerned that the FTA will be
overtaken by the presidential election
cycle.”
According to Iowa State University
economist Dermot Hayes, by the end
of the FTA’s 10-year phase-in period,
total U.S. pork exports to South Korea
will be almost 600,000 metric tons.
That represents nearly twice the current U.S. export level to Japan - now

20

the top value market for the U.S pork
industry. The FTA will lift live hog
prices by a staggering $10 per animal
and will generate an additional $687
million in U.S. pork exports. South
Korea alone will absorb 5 percent of
total U.S. pork production, and the
FTA will create more than 9,000 new
direct jobs in the U.S. pork industry.
The South Korean market is now
the fifth largest for U.S. agricultural
exports, valued at $3.9 billion in 2009.
According to an economic analysis by
the American Farm Bureau Federation, the U.S.-South Korea FTA would
expand exports in a wide range of
commodities and result in $1.8 billion
in additional agricultural sales - a 46
percent increase over last year.
“The export opportunities the FTA
offers U.S. producers of pork and
many other agricultural products in
the Korean market are truly remarkable,” said Carney. “The agreement
would help American farmers who
depend on export markets for a major
share of their income and who have
been growing fearful that agreements
between South Korea and some of our
competitors could leave us worse off
than we are now.”
South Korea has in place or is
negotiating 13 other trade agreements,
covering some 50 countries, many of
which are competitors of the United
States in food and agricultural products. Because of those, Iowa State’s
Hayes has projected that, without a
U.S.-South Korea FTA, the U.S. pork
industry will be out of the Asian market in 10 years.
“We can’t let that happen,” Carney
said. “Our livelihoods and U.S. jobs
depend on trade and on maintaining
and expanding markets. The Obama
administration needs to resolve the
outstanding issues in the FTA, then
lawmakers need to approve the deal as
soon as possible.”
Commodities that will gain im-

Michigan Pork Producers Association

mediate duty-free access to the South
Korean market on implementation of
the FTA include wheat, feed corn, soybeans for crushing, hides and skins,
cotton and a broad range of high-value
agricultural products. These include
almonds, pistachios, wine, bourbon
and Tennessee whiskey, raisins, grape
juice, orange juice, fresh cherries, frozen French fries, frozen orange juice
concentrate, corn gluten feed and meal
and pet food.
A number of commodities will
gain free access two years after
implementation, including avocados,
lemons, dried prunes and sunflower
seeds, or five years, including food
preparations, chocolate and chocolate
confectionary, sweet corn, sauces and
preparations, corn sweeteners, corn
oil, other fodder and forage (alfalfa),
breads and pastry, grapefruit and dried
mushrooms.
Other U.S. farm products will
benefit from expanded market access
opportunities through new or bigger
tariff rate quotas. These include skim
and whole milk powder, whey for
food use, cheese, starches - including
high value modified corn starches barley, popcorn and soybeans for food
use. Market access improvements will
also be seen for beef products, pears,
apples, grapes and oranges.
The U.S.-South Korea FTA is one
of three trade deals that are pending
approval by Congress. Agreements
with Colombia and Panama also have
been awaiting action for more than
three years. NPPC has been calling
for action on all three FTAs for years,
pointing out the enormous risk of
letting other countries move forward
first.
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Pork Exports Create U.S. Jobs
“The U.S. pork industry has
111,000 full-time, direct employees
and supports an additional 450,000 in
secondary employment such as veterinary services, input supplies and local
government,” says Dr. Dermot Hayes
of Iowa State University . Dr. Hayes,
who has studied export markets for
the National Pork Producers Council,
says the U.S. pork industry dominates
its international competitors because it
has access to feed grains and capital and because the productivity of
workers in pork production and pork
processing is the highest in the world.
U.S. pork producers have long
recognized that opportunities for
growth in the industry lie abroad, and
as a result, they have been among the
strongest supporters of trade efforts in
Washington. Over the past 15 years,
U.S. pork exports have risen from
almost zero to about 20 percent of
production. According to Hayes, pork
exports are a benefit to the economy in
two ways. The initial response to export growth is an increase in the price
that pork producers receive for the approximately 110 million hogs that they
sell each year. For each additional 1
percent of U.S. pork production that
is exported, live hog prices increase
by approximately $3 per hog. Hayes
says higher prices eventually stimulate
additional pork production, and the
industry expands to meet the new opportunity. For each 1 percent change
in the size of the U.S. pork industry,
the U.S. economy creates 920 direct
full-time jobs and 4,575 jobs in total.
“The U.S. pork industry currently
is the low cost global pork producer
and the number one worldwide pork
exporter,” says Hayes. “The market
access generated through the Uruguay round, the NAFTA, and other
trade agreements has been the major
catalyst in the expansion of U.S. pork
exports. In addition, the weakening of
the U.S. dollar coupled with excellent
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U.S. herd health status and recent dramatic increases in U.S. sow productivity have combined to provide the
industry with a significant competitive
advantage over all other international
suppliers.”
As the world recovers from the
recent economic crisis, Hayes believes
consumers throughout the world will
renew a trend toward additional meat
consumption. “It is far more efficient
for food importing countries to import
the finished meat products than it is
to import the grain needed to produce
meat domestically,” he says. “This
means that the potential for additional
exports in the short to medium term is
enormous.”
To achieve its export potential,
Hayes believes the U.S. pork industry
must maintain access to important
customers such as China and Russia
and expand market access in markets
such as South Korea, Colombia and
Panama. This latter group of countries
has agreed to eliminate tariffs on U.S.
pork and other products in the context
of free trade agreements (FTAs) negotiated with the United States.
“I have calculated that an FTA with
Panama would increase U.S. live hog
prices by $0.20 per animal and create
approximately 600 full-time positions
in the pork industry and among its
input suppliers,” he says. “A Colombia FTA would increase live hog
prices by about $1.15 per animal and
create 3,500 full-time positions, and
a trade deal with South Korea would
increase live hog prices by nearly $10
per pig and create 3,628 direct jobs
and 18,000 total jobs. My calculations
assume that not only the U.S. but that
Canada and the EU implement FTAs
with South Korea and that Canada
also implements the FTA it negotiated
with Colombia.”
Without question, however, Hayes
believes the biggest export prize is
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China. “If we assume that China
imports 25 percent of its pork consumption and buys 60 percent of that
amount from the U.S., we get 61,000
direct jobs and 306,000 total additional jobs,” he says. “This is a very
realistic possibility given that Japan
is now importing 50 percent of its
pork consumption and that most other
Asian nations are following this trend
and importing increasing amounts of
food and agricultural products. Chinese pork production costs are simply
too high and will be even higher in
the future. With pork imports currently comprising less than 2 percent
of Chinese pork consumption, the
U.S. is poised to significantly increase
pork exports to China. The importance
of reducing barriers to pork trade in
China cannot be overstated.”

Farm and Food Groups
(Continued from page 19)
Randy Spronk, a pork producer from
Edgerton, Minn., said: “EPA expects
pork producers to abide by the law,
and rightfully so. Pork producers also
expect EPA to do likewise.”
Snack Food Association President
and CEO Jim McCarthy said: “In addition to failing to follow the spirit of
the Clean Air Act, the EPA has made
a decision that will adversely impact
our food supply and ultimately cost
American consumers greatly.”
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Capital Update
All activities reported under this
heading are financed by non-checkoff funds.

MANDATORY PRICE
REPORTING BILL
SIGNED INTO LAW
President Obama signed into
law legislation reauthorizing the
statute that requires meat packers
to report to the U.S. Department
of Agriculture the prices they pay
producers for animals. The measure reauthorizes for five years the
Livestock Mandatory Reporting
Act, which would have expired
Sept. 30 and includes new provisions requiring weekly reporting of
pork exports – by price and volume
– and of wholesale pork cuts. Both
of these provisions increase market
transparency and provide producers with new and timely information on market conditions. NPPC
applauded passage of the bill and
is urging USDA to move quickly to
develop a system for the wholesale
pork cuts and pork exports reporting.

EPA TO BEGIN
REVIEW OF DATA
FROM STUDY OF
FARMS’ EMISSIONS
NPPC’s Environment Committee and Air Quality Task Force
attended a joint U.S. Environmental Protection Agency-U.S. Department of Agriculture workshop
in Raleigh, N.C., to discuss the
process for reviewing data from a
groundbreaking study of air emissions from farms. The 2 ½-year
National Air Emissions Monitoring
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Study conducted by Purdue University
was carried out under EPA’s direction and was funded by livestock and
poultry producers at a cost of $14.6
million. The effort was undertaken in
response to EPA’s growing recognition in the late 1990s that consistent
and widely accepted scientific methodologies for estimating air emissions
from livestock and poultry operations
were lacking. EPA has until the end of
2011 to review the data and to develop emissions standards for farms.
The study was part of the 2005 “air
consent agreements” EPA entered into
with thousands of livestock and poultry producers. The agreements ensured
that producers would not be subject to
enforcement actions associated with
any past or ongoing emissions while
the study was under way and the subsequent standards developed. NPPC
played a significant role in negotiating
the consent agreements and in setting up the air emissions study, which
collected data from 14 pork, dairy,
layer and poultry farms in nine states.
The organization told EPA that pork
producers would meet their air quality
responsibilities as long as regulatory
standards were based on science and
were affordable and effective.

BILL TO LIFT
RESTRICTIONS ON
CUBA TRADE STALLS
NPPC is urging lawmakers to take
action on legislation that would lift
trade and travel restrictions on Cuba,
which would triple U.S. pork exports
to the Caribbean island nation. Bills
pending in the House Foreign Affairs
and the Senate Finance committees
would let U.S. citizens travel to Cuba
and allow direct transfers of funds
from Cuban to U.S. financial institu-
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tions for products authorized for sale
under the Trade Sanctions Reform
and Export Enhancement Act of 2000
(TSREEA) which would more than
triple U.S. pork exports to Cuba according to an Iowa State University
analysis. TSREEA granted exceptions
for agricultural and medical products
to the unilateral trade embargo the
United States placed on Cuba in 1960
after that country nationalized the
property of U.S. citizens and corporations. In a letter sent this fall, NPPC
urged the Foreign Affairs Committee to approve H.R. 4645, pointing
out that lifting the restrictions would
create about 6,000 additional jobs in
the United States, according to a study
conducted by Texas A&M University,
which also found that total U.S. exports would increase by $365 million
a year. Iowa State economist Dermot
Hayes estimates that U.S. pork exports
would increase by $28.2 million once
the travel and financing restrictions
on Cuba are lifted. Over the past year,
the United States shipped about $13.4
million of pork to Cuba.

U.S.-BRAZIL TRADE
RELATIONSHIP
MEETING HELD
NPPC Vice President and Counsel
for International Affairs Nick Giordano met with representatives of the
Brazilian government recently to
discuss the regionalization of the state
of Santa Catarina. NPPC supports the
principle of regionalization as a way
of facilitating trade with areas free
of contagious swine diseases. NPPC
supports regionalization of Santa Catarina as long as the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service (APHIS)
determines there is no risk of disease
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Capital Update
transmission from animals exported
from the Brazilian state and Brazil
drops its requirement that U.S. pork be
tested for trichinae before it is allowed
to enter the country. Such testing is
prohibitively expensive and acts as a
major barrier to the Brazilian market. NPPC believes the U.S.-Brazil
trading relationship should be a fully
reciprocal one. An independent draft
report by Dr. Ray Gamble, the world’s
foremost authority on trichinosis and
trichinosis prevention, found that there
is “negligible risk” of trichinosis in
the U.S. commercial herd. Given the
extremely low incidence of trichinosis
in the United States and the worldclass bio-security practiced by the
U.S. pork industry, there is no legitimate science based reason for Brazil’s
trichinosis-related restrictions on U.S.
pork. NPPC is working with U.S. officials to present U.S. programs that
have resulted in the negligible risk of
trichinae to remove Brazil’s trichinae
testing requirement.

SENATE AGRICULTURE
COMMITTEE HOLDS
EPA HEARING
The Senate Agriculture Committee
held a hearing in late September to
question U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Lisa
Jackson about the agency’s proposed
greenhouse gas regulations and how
they would affect America’s farmers.
Many of the committee members said
they thought the EPA is attempting
to overregulate farmers and ranchers.
Sen. Mike Johanns, R-Neb., told Jackson her agency gives “lip service” to
agriculture but is actually hammering
the little guy.
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LEGISLATION TO
ASSIST VETERINARIANS
PASSED
The “Veterinarian Services Investment Act,” sponsored by Rep. Adrian
Smith, R-Neb., which would direct the
Secretary of Agriculture to establish a
grant program to “develop, implement
and sustain” veterinary service to help
relieve a shortage of veterinarians,
particularly large animal veterinarians
was passed by the House in September. The program would include recruitment efforts and financial aid for
veterinary students. The measure was
strongly supported by NPPC, which
also is backing a companion Senate
bill, S. 3621.

NPPC PARTICIPATES
IN GLOBAL BUSINESS
DIALOGUE PROGRAM
NPPC’s vice president and counsel
for international affairs, Nick Giordano, participated recently in a program
sponsored by The Global Business
Dialogue, “Frayed Nerves on the Sidelines: U.S. Business and the Lost Opportunities of Other Countries’ FTAs.”
The program aimed to illustrate that
there are consequences to not implementing the pending three free trade
agreements with Colombia, Panama,
and South Korea. Giordano was joined
on the panel by Frank Vargo of the
National Association of Manufacturers
and Laurie Lane of Citi. Giordano and
the other panelists pointed out that,
as the U.S. depends more on exports,
opportunities will continue to be lost
for U.S. products as long as Congress
delays action on the three pending
FTAs.
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PAST NPPC PRESIDENT
APPOINTED TO WHITE
HOUSE ADVISORY
COMMITTEE
President Obama recently announced his intention to appoint Jill
Appell to the White House Advisory Committee for Trade Policy
and Negotiations. Appell served
as president of NPPC in 2007 and
has held a number of leadership
positions including State Executive
Director of Rural Development in
Illinois and president of the Illinois
Pork Producers Association. In
addition, Appell also served as a
member of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Agricultural Technical
Advisory Committee for Foreign
Trade and Exports for Animals and
Animal Products (ATAC for Trade).
Appell is currently a member of
the USDA Farm Service Agency
Illinois State Technical Committee
and the USDA Agricultural Technical Advisory Committee for Trade
of Animals and Animal Products.
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Senator Stabenow’s Statement on Becoming Next Chair of the Senate Agriculture

Reaction from Michigan agriculture
leaders:
“Sen. Debbie Stabenow continues
to show leadership on agricultural
issues and gives agriculture the support and resources to create local jobs
and drive our economy. As Michigan’s
second-largest industry, agriculture
generates more than $71.3 billion in
revenue each year and accounts for 1
million jobs. Agricultural businesses
in our state look forward to continuing
our growth and having a strong advocate in Washington who gets it.” –Ken
Nobis, President of the Michigan
Milk Producers Association.
U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow (DMI) made the following statement on
becoming the next Chair of the U.S.
Senate Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.
“I am ready to lead the Senate
Agriculture Committee in the 112th
Congress. Agriculture is critical to
Michigan’s economy, employing a
quarter of our workforce. Not only
does agriculture create jobs and feed
our families across America, but it is
also helping us develop new fuels and
energy sources.
“I look forward to working with
my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle, as we begin writing a new farm
bill that once again recognizes the
importance of America’s agricultural
economy and rural communities.”
–U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow.
Senator Stabenow has served on the
Agriculture committees in the Michigan legislature, U.S. House of Representatives and currently the U.S. Senate. She was instrumental in achieving
significant victories for Michigan in
passage of the most recent Farm Bill,
including the addition of a new fruit
and vegetable title to the Act.
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“The important role agriculture
plays in this state often goes unrecognized. Senator Stabenow has not only
been a tireless advocate for agriculture but she understands how the system must function in order to provide
consumers with an abundant supply
of safe and affordable food.” –Sam
Hines, Executive Vice President of
the Michigan Pork Producers Association.
“Senator Stabenow has been a
champion for Michigan growers of
fruit including apples, as well as
growers of vegetables, nursery and
floricultural crops. All of agriculture
should embrace an Agriculture chair
who understands and supports specialty crops, in addition to traditional
livestock and row crops.” –Julia
Baehre Rothwell, Chair of the
Michigan Apple Association.
“Sen. Debbie Stabenow is an outstanding advocate for agriculture in
Michigan and across the nation. She
has a proven track record of standing
up for agriculture in Michigan, which
produces more than 200 agriculture
commodities and leads the nation in
Michigan Pork Producers Association

11 of those. Sen. Stabenow understands the importance of agricultural
policy to farmers and agri-business,
but also rural communities. Feeding
the world and encouraging new technology, while protecting our natural
resources are issues Sen. Stabenow
has been engaged in her entire career.” –Jim Byrum, President of the
Michigan Agri-Business Association.
“Senator Stabenow has been a
staunch supporter of agriculture and
is certainly one of the main reasons
that Michigan Agriculture and Agriculture in general are leading the
U.S. economy forward.” –Mike Sahr,
Chairman of the Michigan Bean
Commission.
“Senator Stabenow and her staff
worked very hard on the 2008 farm
bill to make sure there were new
provisions that are specific to specialty crop farmers in Michigan and
throughout the United States. She has
been a champion for food safety programs, conservation, energy and research. We need an elected official like
Senator Stabenow who is interested in
Michigan agriculture, and working to
grow and expand the economic engine
in the state that creates jobs and keeps
our food supply safe.” –Phillip J.
Korson II, President of The Cherry
Marketing Institute.
“Senator Debbie Stabenow has
been an ardent and steadfast advocate
for Michigan agriculture. Her vision for the future of agriculture was
evident in her commitment to securing new funding for specialty crop
research in the last Farm Bill, funding
that has and will continue to directly
benefit not only Michigan producers
but farmers across America. She is a
champion for leveraging investments
in research and outreach – much of
2010, VOL. 35, NO. 3

Committee

NPPC Meets with Russian Pork Producers and
Officials

which will be done at MSU and other
land grant institutions – to expand
the Ag economic impact and improve
the quality of life for all Americans.”
–Jeffrey D. Armstrong, Dean of the
College of Agriculture and Natural
Resources at Michigan State University.
“Sen. Debbie Stabenow has been a
friend of agriculture and farms, large
and small, serving the Michigan State
House, U.S. House, and U.S. Senate
Agriculture Committees and been an
advocate for strong Michigan food
systems. She really listens to farmers,
both commodity crop and specialty
crop growers, regarding their concerns about federal policy.” –Elaine
Brown, Executive Director of the
Michigan Food and Farming Systems.

NPPC Vice President and Counsel for International Affairs Nick Giordano
traveled to Moscow and St. Petersburg, Russia, earlier this fall where he met with
Russian pork producers and importers as well as U.S. embassy officials. The U.S.
pork industry continues to face a number of market access problems in Russia,
chief among them is Russia’s arbitrary delisting of U.S. pork plants based on
unjustifiable sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) measures. Of particular concern is
Russia’s effective zero tolerance for tetracycline, an antibiotic approved for use
in pork production in the U.S. that is also recognized as safe by the U.N. Codex
Alimentarius. In addition to SPS concerns, Russia has imposed smaller tariff rate
quotas for U.S. pork along with other suppliers and is ramping up domestic subsidies in the form of low interest credit to Russian pork producers. Credit subsidies
and high domestic prices are leading to a rapid expansion of modernized Russian
pork production. NPPC continues to work for the best possible market access
deal through Russia’s WTO Accession negotiations. NPPC’s priority is to establish more certainty and predictability in the Russian market for U.S. exporters
through the elimination of unwarranted SPS barriers.

Schroeder Joins Pfizer Animal Health Team Pork

“We are very appreciative of
Senator Stabenow’s tireless efforts
in support of the International Food
Protection Training Institute’s mission
to improve food safety nationwide. As
Chairwoman, we expect that Senator
Stabenow will continue to build on her
strong track record in agriculture and
food safety.” –Gerald Wojtala, Executive Director of the International
Food Protection Training Institute.
“Senator Stabenow filled a leading
role in the writing and passage of the
2008 Farm Bill. Senator Stabenow
authored the first ever Specialty Crops
title, which recognized the importance of these crops to our country’s
agriculture. She also helped in many
other provisions of the bill, particularly support for agricultural research
and conservation programs.”- Dave
Smith, Executive Director of the
Michigan Vegetable Council.
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The Pfizer Animal Health U.S. Pork
Business Unit welcomes Aubrey L.
Schroeder, PhD, to its staff as meat
scientist.
In his role with Team Pork, Schroeder will provide technical expertise
to the U.S. Pork Business Unit by
identifying and communicating quality assurance and safety findings that
will guide the value of Pfizer products
and services throughout the entire
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food chain, including packers, processors, retailers and industry key opinion leaders. Additionally, he will meet
regularly with key opinion leaders and
pork packer leadership to proactively
assure successful implementation of
products and services in the packing
plant and in further processing.
“We are impressed with Dr. Schroeder’s breadth of knowledge in our
industry,” says James R. Bradford,
DVM, MS, Dipl ABVP, senior marketing manager, Pfizer Animal Health.
“He is a technical expert in the production side of the meat business, but
he can also translate the opportunity
for those in the corporate suite. We
welcome his expertise to our growing
pork business.”
Schroeder brings more than 21
years of animal health experience to
the company. Most recently, Schroeder worked for Elanco, a Division of
Eli Lilly and Company. While with
Elanco Animal Health, Schroeder was
(continued on page 28)
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Pork Stars at Food Network’s Wine and Food Festival
While the Food Network New
York City Wine & Food Festival is
distinguished by culinary icons and
America’s favorite television chefs,
pork also enjoyed a starring role at
this year’s celebration.
“This festival provides the perfect
opportunity for us to leverage our
partnerships with celebrity chefs like
Melissa d’Arabian and Guy Fieri and
to inspire our target consumers with
pork recipes and ideas,” says Traci
Rodemeyer, director of pork information for the Pork Checkoff, who noted
that tickets for most of the events and
culinary demos sold out in only a few
days.
The festival, which takes place in
New York City’s fashionable Meatpacking District, included a Tacos and
Tequila party hosted by Chef Bobby
Flay. Melissa d’Arabian, who won
season five of The Next Food Network
Star in 2009 and who now hosts the
Food Network’s 10 Dollar Dinners,
partnered with the Pork Checkoff to
serve her Red Wine-Braised Pork
Tacos. Sous chef Sarah Ahlberg, who
won the Pork Checkoff’s “Calling
All Grillers with Groupies!” contest,
helped serve d’Arabian’s pork tacos
and distribute recipes and pig wine
charms to the 1400 attendees.
“This was the experience of a lifetime, and it was a thrill to cook with
Melissa and help her promote pork,”
says Ahlberg, a surgical nurse from
Des Moines, Iowa, and self described
“foodie” who would like to attend
culinary school and become a chef
someday.
Ahlberg, who praises pork’s flavor,
versatility, ease of preparation and
affordability, won the Grilling Groupies contest by visiting www.TheOtherWhiteMeat.com and submitting a
photo with a 50 word-or-less caption
that explained how she enjoys spending time by the grill with her “grilling
groupies,” including her family and
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friends.
Pork took on many new twists and
flavor profiles during the Tacos and
Tequila event at the Food and Wine
Festival, thanks to the Pork Checkoff’s offer to reimburse any participating chef who used pork. “Seven
of 23 chefs took advantage of this
opportunity,” Rodemeyer says. “These
innovative chefs are very interested
in pork’s possibilities and are always
looking for new ideas.”
Pork also helped finish the festival
on a high note by teaming up with
Food Network star and pal-of-pork
Guy Fieri to serve pork slider appetizers at the Triple Ten Closing party,
hosted by Guy Fieri. Pig wine charms
and the recipe for the pork sliders
were also distributed at the sold-out
event.
“High-profile chefs like Guy Fieri
and Melissa d’Arabian are great
spokespeople for pork at events like
the New York City Food and Wine
Festival because their message really
resonates with our target audience,”
Rodemeyer says.

Chef Symon Spices Up Pork
Tailgating Twitter Party
The Pork Checkoff took tailgating
to a whole new realm during a recent
Twitter party with Food Network star
Chef Michael Symon.

“This was a fabulous social media
event that helped consumers join in
on the conversation about pork, and
it offered an affordable, quick way to
spread our pork tailgating messages to
thousands of people,” says Cathy Lee
Fredrickson, online content manager
for the Pork Checkoff.
On September 15 from 8 p.m. to
10 p.m. (EST), Chef Michael Symon
(Twitter handle @chefsymon) joined
the National Pork Board (Twitter
handle @AllAboutPork ) to host the
Pork Tailgating Twitter Party. Between
the two twitter handles, @ChefSymon
(10,892 followers) and @AllAboutPork (1,530 followers) encouraged
fans and pork lovers to join in the
trivia and fun through the hashtag
#PorkTailgate.
The party consisted of trivia questions and conversations about preparing pork, along with the chance to win
pork tailgating themed giveaways.
Answers to the trivia questions could
be found at TheOtherWhiteMeat.com
which drove Twitter traffic back to the
website, says Frederickson, who notes
that prizes included $100 gift cards
to local grocery retailers and a grand
prize that included a rolling cooler,
tailgating tent and other tailgating essentials.
Throughout the party, 160 tweets
were posted, reaching more than
275,000 people. It helped to have key
influencers like Jaden Hair, a popular
food blogger with more than 70,000
Twitter followers, re-tweet some of
the pork trivia questions and conversations.
“Twitter offers a great way to
spread our tailgating messages, due to
the viral nature of social media,” says
Frederickson, who notes that Twitter
party participants could ask questions
of The National Pork Board and Chef
Symon, who tweeted about the pork
(continued on page 27)
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National Pork Board to Focus on Committee Structure
During its November meeting, the
National Pork Board planned to look
at streamlining the organization’s
producer-led committee structure.
The National Pork Board now has
11 pork producer-led committees that
it relies on for guidance on issues
ranging from product marketing to the
environment to animal health and food
safety. The board has received a report
from a task force it appointed last
spring to study the committee structure. The task force is recommending that the board trim the number of
committees to eight by combining two
committees that focus on producer services, education and communications
and two others that focus on nutrition
and pork safety. It also is recommending that a committee focused on niche
marketing become a subcommittee of
the merged producer group and that
the board assure that producers who
specialize in providing products for
niche markets be included on all board
committees.
“Creating a task force to study our
committee process was one of the
recommendations in our new five-year
strategic plan,” said Gene Nemechek,
a swine veterinarian from Springdale,
Ark., and president of the National
Pork Board. “The task force recognized the importance of the work that
producer-led committees do. They
provide valuable expertise in areas the
board, as a whole, might not possess.
But the task force also found that there
was some overlap between committees, prompting its recommendations
on reorganization. The task force
offered a number of other suggestions
to improve the committee process, one
of which calls for more direct involvement in the committee process by
board members.
“The goal,” Nemechek said, “is to
assure we have a committee structure
that is more efficient and more focused on achieving the goals outlined
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in the five-year strategic plan the
board approved last spring.”
At press time, the board hadn’t
acted on the task force report, but
if the report is adopted the committees advising the board will focus on:
domestic marketing; producer education and services; environment; animal
well-being; animal science; swine
health; trade; and pork safety and
nutrition.
Also on the board’s agenda in November was approval of the 2011 program budget presented to the board in
September by the Plan of Work Task
Force, a group of 50 diverse producers who make specific budget recommendations to the board based on the
board’s goals outlined in the strategic
plan. The new budget calls for spending approximately $46 million of Pork
Checkoff revenue to create, among
other things, new excitement for pork
in the consumer marketplace and to
help consumers better understand and
appreciate modern agriculture. Additional proposals advance the work of
the pork industry’s We Care initiative

and fund research that can address significant social, economic, and production concerns facing the pork industry.
Once the board approves the 2011
budget, it will be submitted to the
U.S. secretary of agriculture for final
approval.
During its meeting the board also:
• Heard a report on plans for recognizing the 25th anniversary of the
Pork Checkoff created by Congress in the 1985 Farm Bill.
• Discussed a new vulnerabilities assessment that will help guide the
board in its issues management
process during 2011 and beyond.
• Received a progress report on
work being done to reposition
pork in the marketplace. A launch
of the new effort is expected in
spring 2011.
• Received training in the use of
techniques in the so-called “social
media.”
• Played host to its annual staff appreciation luncheon.
• Began planning for the 2011 Pork
Industry Forum in March.

Chef Symon
(continued from page 26)

he prepares for tailgating events during Cleveland Browns football games.
While this was the first time the
Checkoff hosted a Twitter party on its
own Twitter handle, this isn’t the first
time the Checkoff has worked with
Symon, a rising star in the culinary
world. Symon, who appears on the
Food Network’s hit series Iron Chef
America, is helping spread the word
about the Checkoff’s holiday pork
promotions, and his tailgating tips,
along with the recipe for his famous
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Porky Burger, are featured on TheOtherWhiteMeat.com.
“It’s great to partner with a highprofile, credible spokesperson like
Chef Symon,” says Fredrickson, who
noted that even after the Checkoff’s
online tailgate party ended, people
were still talking about tailgating with
pork on Twitter. “More people than
ever are turning to Twitter to find
information from trusted sources, and
we want pork to be part of the conversation.”
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Pork Checkoff’s PQA Plus® Program hits 50,000 Milestone
Pork Quality Assurance Plus®
(PQA Plus), the pork industry’s
program to assure the world that U.S.
producers are delivering a safe and
wholesome product and that they are
caring for their animals in a socially
responsible manner, reached a significant milestone this fall when the
number of producers achieving PQA
Plus certification reached 50,000.
“All pork producers should be
especially proud about reaching this
milestone,” said Gene Nemechek, a
swine veterinarian from Springdale,
Ark., and the president of the National Pork Board. “Producing safe
food and providing high-quality care
for our animals are two of the ethical
principles that form the foundation of
the pork industry’s We Care initiative.
But it’s one thing to talk about ethical
principles and another when we walk
the talk,” Nemechek said. “This demonstrates that producers are walking
the talk.”
Since its introduction in 1989, PQA
has been the pork industry’s flagship
educational and continuous improvement program. Created through the
Pork Checkoff to promote food safety
and residue avoidance on the farm,
the program was expanded in 2007 to
include animal handling practices and
renamed PQA Plus. To attain certification a producer must meet with a
trained Advisor once every three years
to review the 10 Good Production
Practices that promote pork safety and
animal well-being practices.
Additionally, to achieve site status,
a pork operation must have an on-farm
assessment of its animal handling
practices by a certified PQA Plus advisor.
“Getting to the 50,000 certification
mark has been a significant undertaking by both pork producers and
the ag and Extension educators and
veterinarians who conduct the certifications,” said Stacy Revels, manager
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of certification programs for the Pork
Checkoff. “The National Pork Board
in 2009 set a goal of having all pork
producers certified by 2010. And
while we’re not quite there yet, this
milestone demonstrates the commitment of pork producers to doing the
right thing.”
“When you consider that prior to
2007 the industry had 30,000 producers certified, you begin to appreciate
the success of PQA Plus,” Nemechek
said. “Now, every time we certify a
new producer we set a new record.”
Currently Michigan has 1,518 individuals and 159 sites assessed.
“What is really important, though,”
Nemechek said, “is that our customers
can have confidence in the safety of
pork and in the animal handling practices that producers employ as they
care for their animals.”
Revels noted that the board also has
set a goal of having all operations siteassessed by the end of 2010. “Right
now, we have assessed operations that
represent more than 60 percent of all
the pigs in the country. We continue
to assess new operations each week
and are making great progress on our
goal,” she said.
Pork producers who have yet to become certified or site-assessed can ob-

tain information about the PQA Plus
program by calling the Pork Checkoff
Service Center, 800-456-7675 or the
MPPA office at 517-699-2145.

Aubrey Schroeder
(continnued from page 25)

involved in the support of the meat industry as the technical expert liaison with
the packing industry, clinical development and technical field support. He also
conducted research when registering existing feed additive products, injectables
and new product launches of Elanco products in beef, dairy, swine and poultry.
Most recently, Schroeder was a principal research scientist and scientific expert.
He is a member of the American Society of Animal Sciences, American Meat
Science Association, the Institute of Food Technologists, Sigma Xi, and National
Cattleman’s Beef Association. Schroeder has recently served on the industry
advisory committee for the California Polytechnic State University Department
of Animal Science, San Luis Obispo, Calif.; and the industry advisory board on
meat science and food safety at Texas A&M University for the Industry, Depart(continued on page 29)
Michigan Pork Producers Association
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Advisor to Advisor: Assisting Producers with Site Assessments

Beth Ferry

As of September 30, 60 percent
of the sites had been assessed, and
reaching the remaining sites will be a
team effort by Trainers and Advisors
to ensure all sites are assessed by the
Pork Checkoff’s December 31 goal.
Extension Educator with Michigan
State University Extension Beth Ferry
recommends that Advisors and Trainers assist producers by scheduling site
assessments as quickly as possible
following their PQA Plus® Training
sessions. “Our producers are busy
with harvest right now, so after our
recent training session, we scheduled
their site assessments for December
to ensure we have a date for the site
assessment already on the calendar.
Keeping the certification and site assessment dates close together makes
it easier for producers to keep track of
the recertification date,” said Ferry.
Ferry said that producers in Michigan are beginning to see the value of
the PQA Plus program, but the push
will come from the packers. “The big
push will ultimately come from the
packers and their requirements. Then,
we will continue to support the producers as they come to us for certifications and training,” she said. While
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this outside factor continues to push
producers to become certified, Ferry
knows her role is to support and to
be available as needed for producers
in her area. She helps her producers
by keeping them aware of upcoming
PQA Plus training sessions through
mailers, newsletters and press releases
distributed in her area.
Once at the training sessions,
Ferry and her team train producers
a little differently than other states.
She asks producers to first take an
open book test, complete with page
numbers showing where the answers
are located in the book, to help the
producers digest the material. “We
ask the producers to complete the test
at the beginning of the session for 30
to 45 minutes. Then, we review the
questions on a PowerPoint throughout
the rest of the session with them,” said
Ferry. “This gives our producers time
to take down the answers and to look
through and think about the material in the books. It’s amazing how
many of them write down the correct
answers throughout the session even
though they know the final test won’t
be graded. They really just want to
know the right answers.”
Ferry also helps producers through
their site assessments. She makes
certain that producers have the site
assessment checklist beforehand, and

always brings with her a 3-ring binder
with materials for the assessment. In
the binder, she includes the euthanasia
booklet, a printed certificate for the
producer, the site assessment information and the site’s emergency action
plan. She also keeps generic information, such as treatment record forms,
in case the producer hasn’t already
gathered them. This helps the producers stay organized and helps them
keep all PQA Plus materials in the
same location so that their certification
expiration date is easily accessible and
they know where the emergency action plan is should they need it.
“The producers really see the value
in the PQA Plus program after they’ve
completed the training and site assessments. They’re always surprised by
how painless the process is for them,”
said Ferry. Also helping local producers gain PQA Plus certification, the
Michigan Pork Producers Association
provides assistance to producers to
reimburse up to $50 of the associated
costs for the PQA Plus certification
and site assessments. Ferry encourages
all Advisors to check with their local
associations for reimbursements and
other support tools for their producers
to assist with the site assessments

Aubrey Schroeder
(continnued from page 28)

ment of Animal Science, College Station, Texas.
Schroeder earned a bachelor’s degree in business, and a master’s and doctorate at Michigan State University (MSU) in meat science/growth biology. While
at MSU, he competed on the meats, livestock and live animal evaluation judging
teams. Additionally, Schroeder was an instructor for meat science and animal
husbandry/animal science classes and coached the meat judging and live animal
evaluation teams for several years.
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PQA Plus Site Status Rebate Program
Michigan Pork Producers Association is urging pork producers to become certified in the Checkoff’s Pork Quality Assurance Plus® (PQA Plus®) program, with farms achieving site status by Dec. 31, in support of the We Care

initiative. As of mid-August, 49,572 producers were certified in PQA Plus and 11,234 sites had been assessed. In
Michigan, 1,495 producers have been certified and 141 sites have been assessed.
There is at least one PQA Plus-certified producer in every state except Vermont and Rhode Island. Also, more
than 4,846 Michigan youth (ages 8 to 19) were certified in the Youth PQA Plus program, which promotes continuous improvement in production practices.
MPPA is offering a $50 rebate per site to Michigan pork producers completing a PQA Plus Site Assessment
prior to December 31, 2010. The funding is available on a first-come-first-serve basis.
The following requirements and stipulations apply:
• Producers must have all site paperwork completed.
• Producers must postmark the rebate form before December 31, 2010.
• Rebate amount may not equal more than the total assessment cost.
• Producers may request rebates for up to 5 sites, with total rebate not to exceed $250.
• Rebates available on a first-come, first-served basis only as lomg as funds are available.

Please do not delay!
Details about the cost-share program can be obtained by contacting
Mary Kelpinski at 517/699-2145 or Kelpinski@mipork.org.

Return the form below to request rebate
Name of producer:___________________________________________________
Farm Name:________________________________________________________
Organization (if contract grower):_______________________________________
Mailing Address:____________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:____________________________________ Email:___________________________________
Date of Assessment:_____/_____/20____

Total assessment cost: $____________

PQA Plus Advistor:________________________________________________________

Return form to Michigan Pork Producers Association, 4801 Willoughby Road, Suite 5, Holt,
30
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Animal welfare judging contest trains students with the hope of making a longterm impact on animal care
When Camie Heleski was looking
for a project for her graduate program
at Michigan State University (MSU)
that focused on animal welfare, she
never imagined she would still be
involved with it a decade later.
“Working with my major professor
Adroaldo Zanella, we were trying to
come up with something,” she said.
“We saw the energy and hard work
being put forth in the dairy, livestock
and horse judging teams and thought
to ourselves, ‘We could do this with
animal welfare.”
Ten years later, Heleski is working
with undergraduate students preparing for the 10th annual Intercollegiate
Animal Welfare Judging and Assessment Competition (AWJAC) and
Educational Seminar, the event that
grew out of her project.
The first AWJAC took place in
March of 2002 and included undergraduate students who competed
individually to evaluate five animal
welfare scenarios. Since then, the
event has grown to include undergraduate, graduate and veterinary
student divisions. The structure of the
contest has also changed. Competitors
now evaluate three welfare scenarios
both as individuals and as a member
of a team. Contestants analyze each
scenario – an environment or situation
where animal welfare might be evaluated, such as a zoo or a farm – and
then defend their analysis to a panel
of judges. The goal is to put students
in the most real-life situation possible,
providing them the opportunity to
evaluate animal welfare and behavior
just as they would in a future career.
“The contest gives students a
chance to apply scientific knowledge
to make decisions about the quality of
animal welfare in a given scenario,”
Heleski said. “They learn skills that
can be used in future careers regardless of whether they become livestock
2010, VOL. 35, NO. 3

producers, animal welfare auditors or
veterinarians.”
Success starts with preparation.
At MSU, students start preparing for
the contest well in advance. Heleski
coaches the undergraduate team and
works to prepare for the contest with
assistant professor in the Department
of Animal Science Janice Siegford, assistant professor in the Department of
Pathobiology and Diagnostic Investigation Dalen Agnew, and the graduate
and veterinary teams.
“Our students take an introductory animal welfare class where we
teach some of the basic principles that
will be a part of the contest,” Heleski
explained. “From there, about 10 from
that class go on to take the advanced
animal welfare course. These students
refine their skills further in preparation
for competition.”
Marisa Erasmus, a doctoral student
at MSU and originally from Oakville,
Ontario, is studying animal welfare
and behavior issues relating to poultry
under Dr. Janice Swanson, professor
of animal behavior and welfare and
interim department chair in the Department of Animal Science. Erasmus
first participated in the contest in 2008
while she was completing her master’s
degree at the University of Guelph in
Ontario. At the time, it was the first
year a graduate division was offered,
and her team was the only one competing. This year, she is a member of
the MSU graduate student team and
looks forward to an exciting event
with several other graduate teams.
“Participating in the contest provided me with an opportunity to put
all of the knowledge I gained as an
undergraduate and graduate into practice – it forced me to make decisive
judgments about animal welfare in
different situations,” she said.
Erasmus says participating in the
AWJAC allowed her to visit MSU
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and become familiar with the faculty
members and their research work – a
visit that had a large impact on her
decision to come to East Lansing to
pursue her doctoral studies.
After completing her degree,
Erasmus plans to pursue a career in
animal welfare and behavior research,
either at a university or in the poultry
industry. She believes that the AWJAC
really benefits students who, like her,
are pursuing careers in animal science
or veterinary medicine.
“This contest is especially important in bridging the gap between veterinary medicine and animal science
and provides students in both fields
with a solid basis for making animal
welfare judgments.”
Learning about appropriate animal
welfare for individual species and the
best methods of caring for animals
is not just for students, however, as
Erasmus points out.
“As a whole, the general public
is much more aware of animal welfare issues and the demand for better
welfare is increasing on all levels,”
she said. “The contest may indirectly
influence public beliefs regarding welfare by helping future animal welfare
researchers think more critically about
animal welfare issues and identify
those issues requiring further research.
This in turn may increase public
awareness and result in changes to the
ways in which animals are housed and
treated.”
This year’s contest took place November 20 and 21. MSU and the MSU
Animal Behavior and Welfare Group
(ABWG) hosted the contest with the
support of the American Veterinary
Medical Association and the MSU
Department of Animal Science.
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Pork Checkoff
Reports on checkoff-funded promotion, research and consumer
information programs.

Pork Checkoff
Recommends Producers
and Workers Get Flu
Vaccination
As the United States enters
another flu season, the Pork
Checkoff is advising producers,
farm personnel and others who
have contact with pigs to get the
seasonal flu vaccination as soon
as possible to help protect human
and pig health.
Dr. Lisa Becton, director of
swine health for the Pork Checkoff, said, “It’s always wise for
producers and swine farm workers
to reduce the risk of getting sick
and bringing the flu to the farm or
workplace by getting vaccinated.
Also, it fits perfectly into the
industry’s We Care approach to
protecting employees, animals and
public health.”
According to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, the influenza vaccine supply
is plentiful this year. All people
over the age of 6 months should
be immunized. At-risk groups pregnant women, people who live
with or care for children younger
than 6 months of age, healthcare
and emergency medical services
personnel, those with chronic
health disorders or compromised
immune systems - should consult
their physician before getting any
vaccination.
In addition to getting vaccinated, Becton recommends taking
other steps to reduce the spread of
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infection among workers and of the
pigs with human-influenza viruses.
This includes modifying sick-leave
policies to encourage workers to stay
away from the farm if they are suffering from acute respiratory infections.
“Virus shedding is at its peak
when the clinical illness is most severe, but people may remain contagious up to 24 hours after symptoms
stop, usually three to seven days,”
she said.
Good building ventilation and
good hygiene also will help reduce
transmission of flu viruses.
“To prevent pigs and humans
from other species’ influenza viruses,
producers also should look at birdproofing their buildings, protecting
feed from birds and enforcing biosecurity practices, such as the use of
farm-specific clothing and footwear,”
said Becton. Additional biosecurity
protocols can be found at www.pork.
org using keyword biosecurity.
“A good website to reference for
flu-related information is www.flu.
gov,” Becton added. “Also, the Pork
Checkoff has a factsheet on influenza, ‘Influenza: Pigs, People and
Public Health,’ that offers some good
basic information.”

Pork Checkoff
Supports the National
FFA Organization in
Development of Middle
School Food and
Agricultural Literacy
Curriculum
The Pork Checkoff has teamed
with the National FFA organization
to create the Middle School Food and
Agricultural Literacy Curriculum. It
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is a free resource -- available at ffa.
learn.com -- that can be used by teachers as a year-long course or customized to fit a shorter time frame to teach
students to become savvy consumers.
The curriculum has more than 150
free prepackaged, stand-alone lessons
and eight units to choose from.
“This is a curriculum that will educate future generations of consumers,”
said Karen Richter, a pork producer
from Montgomery, Minn., and member of the Pork Checkoff Producer
Services Committee. “The purpose
is to let them know where their food
comes from.”
The eight units include:
• Introduction to Agricultural Science
• Food Science
• Natural Resources
• Plant Science
• Animal Science
• Agricultural Science and Technology
• Agricultural Issues
• Careers in Agriculture
A team of industry professionals,
university educators and secondary
agriculture educators developed the
framework in which the key concepts,
units and lessons objectives were
determined and aligned to the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources
standards. From there, a team of 20
agriculture educators created the lessons and the ancillary materials. The
curriculum has been tested in 32 agriculture programs around the nation.
“The curriculum serves as a great
tool to get young people interested in
careers in agriculture,” said Richter.
“It also is one more way for pork producers to promote confidence in what
we do and how we do it.”
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Pork Checkoff
Pork Checkoff Announces
2010 Pork Industry
Environmental Stewards
The Pork Checkoff, along with
its cosponsor, National Hog Farmer
magazine, has selected four pork
production operations to be honored
as the 2010 Pork Industry Environmental Stewards. The award, now in
its 16th year, recognizes producers
who demonstrate a firm commitment
to safeguarding the environment and
their local communities.
This year’s award recipients are:
• Pembroke Oaks Farm, Wheatfield,
Ind.
• Ranch Creek Farm, Carroll, Iowa
• Pleasant Hill Farm, Barnett, Mo.
• L&M Daughtry Farm, Clinton, N.C.
The Environmental Steward award
winners were selected by judges
represented by pork producers and environmental organizations. The judges
reviewed applications from pork
producers who are committed to upholding the ideal relationship between
pork production and the environment.
Their operations were evaluated on
their manure management systems,
water and soil conservation practices,
odor-control strategies, farm aesthetics
and neighbor relations, wildlife habitat
promotion, innovative ideas used to
protect the environment and an essay
on the meaning of environmental
stewardship.
“This year’s winners of the prestigious award are yet another great
group of pork producers,” said Randy
Brown, chair of the Environmental
Stewards selection subcommittee and
member of the National Pork Board.
As a producer and past Environmental
Steward award recipient he added,
“The 2010 stewards are real-world examples of how producers live the We
Care principles every day as natural
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protectors of the environment and as
good neighbors in their communities.”
The award recipients will receive
the recognition of their peers at the
2011 National Pork Industry Forum
next March in Phoenix, Ariz.

TQA Advisor Recertification
Due in 2011
The National Pork Board is currently in the process of revising the
Transport Quality Assurance® (TQA)
program. The TQA program is revised
once every three years in order to
ensure that it reflects the most recent
and accurate scientific information.
Advisor recertification will take place
beginning in January 2011. There are
two ways to re-certify as a TQA Advisor:
1. Certify online beginning Jan.
7, 2011. The two-hour online training
session is only available to currently
certified TQA Instructors and is not
available for advisors who completed
online recertification in 2008. Advisors who completed online recertification in 2008 will need to attend
the face-to-face training. The online
training session will be available until
May 1, 2011.
2. Certify at a day-long, faceto-face training session. A detailed
registration brochure will be available
on pork.org.

Pork Checkoff Caters to
Foodies at BlogHer
From Jaden Hair’s Steamy Kitchen
to Ree Drummond’s The Pioneer
Woman, female bloggers with a passion for cooking have taken the online
world by storm. The Pork Checkoff
connected with many of these influential “family foodies” to promote pork
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during the recent 2010 BlogHer
conference in New York City.
“These women have a tremendous following online and are
becoming celebrities in their own
right,” says Cathy Lee Fredrickson,
online content manager for the Pork
Checkoff, who noted that more than
2,400 bloggers attended the twoday conference in early August.
“We want to build relationships
with these bloggers and encourage
them to include pork on their menus
and online.”
The annual BlogHer conference
has become a can’t-miss event for
many of the online world’s leading
bloggers. What started as a small
gathering several years ago has
continued to grow and is expected
to attract 3,500 people at the 2011
event in San Diego next August 4-6.
To get the most bang for the buck
at this year’s conference, the Pork
Checkoff sponsored a break-out
session titled “Family Foodies: Creating a New Generation of Gourmands,” which was hosted by three
popular bloggers: Stefania Pomponi
Butler of CityMama, Sarah Caron
of Sarah’s Cucina Bella and Danielle Wiley of Foodmomiac.
Attendees ate up not only the information, but hundreds of samples
of Indian Spiced Pork Kabobs, as
well.
“We were told to expect 250
people, so we prepared 300 pork
samples and ran out of food in
seven minutes,” says Fredrickson,
who noted that the Pork Checkoff
also distributed a specially-revised
“Farm Table to Family Table” pork
recipe brochure, a $20 Kroger supermarket gift card for pork, bacon
lollypops and pork branded meat
thermometers, which were the surprise hit of the event. “We reached
our goal of making the event fun,
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Pork Checkoff
adding the ‘wow’ factor and bringing in the farm-to-family tie with
recipes that bloggers appreciate.”
The 2010 BlogHer conference
marks the Pork Checkoff’s latest
efforts to connect with key influencers in the online world. For two
years, the Checkoff has partnered
with Shauna James Ahern, who
writes the official blog, PorkKnifeandSpoon.com, of the National Pork
Board, to harness the power of the
social media and promote all things
pork. Pork Checkoff representatives also are making plans to attend
the BlogHer Food Conference in
San Francisco this fall and build on
momentum generated at the summer
BlogHer conference.

Pork Cooks Up New
Foodservice Connections
From breakfast to dinner,
America’s foodservice and cafeteria
industry offers millions of opportunities each day to drive pork sales.
Innovative promotions and partnerships are helping the Pork Checkoff
introduce countless consumers to
pork’s possibilities.
“We’ve enjoyed some very successful pork promotions in foodservice in recent months,” says Howard
Greenblatt, national foodservice
marketing manager for the Pork
Checkoff.
Pork’s role in a healthy diet took
center stage in September at Consolidated Management Company
(CMC), a foodservice management
company headquartered in Des
Moines, through the “New Featured
Pork Items Under 400 Calories”
promotion. Featured items, including a BBQ pork sandwich, pork
burger, Midwestern pork tenderloin
sandwich and North Carolina pulled
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pork BBQ sandwich, were offered in
all of CMC’s business and industry accounts.
“This definitely gained the attention
of the 15,000 patrons served daily,”
says Greenblatt, who notes that CMC
patrons received an entry form for
a $1,500 travel voucher when they
ordered one of the four new pork menu
items. “This promotion was a huge
success that exceeded CMC’s expectations.”
The foodservice company’s latest
promotion includes new pork breakfast items at CMC’s 90 business and
industry accounts, including the ham
and egg breakfast burrito, sausage and
spinach quiche, and meat lovers’ omelet
containing bacon, ham and sausage.
Each patron who orders one of the
new menu items will be entered into a
drawing to win one of four iPads that
will be raffled off at the conclusion of
the promotion, Greenblatt says.
This fall, America’s Pork Producers
are also partnering with the California
Fig Advisory Board/California Fresh
Fig Growers Association to leverage
Pork Checkoff dollars at the annual
Les Dames d’ Escoffier International
luncheon.
The only organization of its kind,
Les Dames d’ Escoffier is a worldwide
philanthropic society of professional
women leaders in the food, fine beverage and hospitality industry. A unique
pork tenderloin entrée will be served to
the approximately 180 invited guests
who are expected at this year’s luncheon at the Hyatt Grand Champions
Resort, Villa and Spas in Indian Wells,
Calif. The menu will feature Pork with
California Pinot Infused Fig Chutney.
“This is a great opportunity to
present pork in a new way to an influential group of decision-makers in the
foodservice and culinary world,” says
Greenblatt, who notes that Les Dames
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d’ Escoffier International boasts an
invitation-only membership.

Economic Impact of
Swine Operations
The Economic Impact of Swine
Operations spreadsheet tool is
designed to highlight the dynamic
income and expense activities
created by pork production farms.
While it is known that swine farms
are very diverse in their operations
and regions of influence, it must
be recognized that a great amount
of economic activity is generated
from the daily operation of swine
farms in addition to the economic
activity generated by new farm
construction. As a means to quantify these impacts, the spreadsheet
tool provides categorical revenue
and expense components that highlight significant economic impacts
in the local and regional communities.
The Pork Checkoff has created a user guide that provides
instructions on how to use the
Economic Impact of Swine Operations spreadsheet tool. It is organized into eight tabs which include:
Instructions, Grow-Finish Input,
Grow-Finish Summary, Breeding
Herd Input, Breeding Herd Summary, Manure Help Sheet, Tax
Help Sheet and Resources. In this
guide, each tab is supported by a
section overview and instructions
on how to complete the tab. In
addition, a presentation template
is available for producers to create
presentations tailored to local situations. All of these materials can
be found at http://www.pork.org/
Resources/1084/EconomicImpactofSwineOperations1.aspx
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U.S. Red Meat Exports Continue Positive Trend
Editor’s notes:
Export results include both muscle
cuts and variety meat, unless otherwise indicated.
One metric ton = 2,204.622 pounds.
The global appetite for U.S. Pork
continued to grow in September, the
most recent month for which data is
available. For September, the value
of pork exports climbed 10 percent
over 2009 totals to $382.6 million
even though the volume of exports
slipped 3.6 percent to 148,416 metric
tons. Over the first nine months of the
year, export volume is up 2 percent to
1,392,754 metric tons valued at $3.5
billion - a 9 percent hike in value over
2009.
Pork exports accounted for 22
percent of production and $41.33 per
head value in September compared
to 21 percent and $35.30 last year.
Year-to-date, pork exports account for
23.7 percent of production and $43.62
per head value, which is ahead of the

$42.30 per head total set in the record
export year of 2008.
The value of U.S. pork exports continues its positive trend in September,
rising 4 percent over August and 10
percent from year-ago levels to $382.6
million.
The top five value markets for U.S.
pork exports in September were Japan
at $126.2 million, a 15 percent jump
over 2009, Mexico at $73.6 million,
up 21 percent, Canada at $53.1 million, up 2.6 percent, the Hong Kong/
China region at $44.3 million, up 32.2
percent) and Russia at $28.2 million,
down 19.3 percent.
September pork exports from the
U.S. to China totaled 20,375 metric
tons, the largest volume since June
2008 when China imported unprecedented volumes of pork driven by
domestic shortages, high prices and
preparation for the Olympics. Rising
hog and pork prices in China should
continue to support strong demand for
U.S. Pork.

Consumers Are Key Focus of Proposed 2011
National Pork Board Budget
Consumer perspectives of pork and pork production are the central focus of
the National Pork Board’s proposed 2011 budget. More than 50 pork producers
gathered from across the country to help guide the investment of Pork Checkoff
dollars into consumer information, research, and producer education programs.
The programs are designed to help pork producers provide consumers with safe,
affordable, quality pork products.
The board’s planning and budgeting process began early last summer when
producer-led committees identified action steps for achieving the board’s new
five-year strategic plan. These objectives fall under one of three major goals:
• Refresh and reposition pork’s image to increase domestic and international
consumer demand.
• Protect the rights and ability of U.S. farmers to produce pork in a sociallyresponsible and cost-competitive manner.

Consumers can learn
about Michigan food,
farms with new ‘MI
Foodie News’
Individuals and families interested
in learning more about where their food
comes from, particularly food grown
and processed in Michigan, have a
handy new resource, a monthly e-newsletter brimming with useful and interesting information about agriculture,
the state’s second largest industry.
“MI Foodie News” shares farming
stories, recipes, cooking tips, information on agritourism destinations and
other fun facts about Michigan’s vast
agricultural diversity, from dairy and
corn to fruit and Christmas trees.
Michigan is the second-most agriculturally diverse state in the country,
producing over 200 unique products,
so each issue of “MI Foodie News”
focuses on a different commodity and
introduces readers to a farmer growing or producing the featured product.
In October, for example, “MI Foodie
News” highlighted Michigan swine
production in honor of National Pork
Month and featured Erin Ehinger, a
third-generation farmer who works on
her family’s hog farm in Holland and
is committed to caring for farm animals and producing a safe product for
consumers.
The purpose of “MI Foodie News”
is two-fold. First, the e-newsletter is
an extension of the highly successful
Michigan Farmers Feed US sweepstakes that the Michigan Ag Council
conducted last winter.
The second goal of the newsletter is
to continue providing consumers with
factual, local information about where
their food comes from. The Michigan
Ag Council is connecting with many
new subscribers through popular social
networking tools, including Facebook
and Twitter.

• Pursue strategies to enable U.S. pork producers to remain highly competitive,
long term, on a global basis.
(continued from page 37)
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We are Listening
Dear MPPA:
On behalf of the Sanilac County
Farm Bureau “Rural Education Day”
committee, we would like to express
our sincere appreciation for your
participation in this year’s Project
R.E.D.
It is because of organizations and
volunteers such as you that make this
event a memorable experience for
over six hundred and fifty Sanilac
County fourth graders from all seven
school districts, home schools and
Christian Schools.
Again, we thank you and appreciate
all that you do.
Sanilac County Farm Bureau
Promotion and Education Committee
Project R.E.D. Committee
Dear MPPA:
Thank you for contacting me about
trucks from Mexico entering into
the United States under the North
American Free Trade Agreement.
I understand your concerns about
the program and its impact on the
American pork industry. As you
may know, earlier this year I sent a
letter with 55 of my colleagues to
Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood
and U.S. Trade Representative Ron
Kirk requesting that they immediately
implement a plan of action to resolve
all tariffs imposed by Mexico
stemming from the termination of the
cross-border trucking pilot ptogram.
In addition, during the 110th session
of Congress, I helped to pass H.R.
1773, the Safe American Roads Act,
which requires Mexican trucks to
meet all U.S. safety standards before
they are granted access beyond the
currently permitted U.S. commercial
zones.
Please know that I appreciate
hearing your concerns about the issue.
Congress must continue to maintain
36

vigilant oversight on the program to
ensure a safe and secure transportation
system as well as a fair and robust
agricultural trade market with Mexico.
Again, thank you for contacting
me.
Pete Hoekstra
Member of Congress
Dear MPPA:
Thank you for investing in the
Michigan FFA Foundation and the
FFA Masters Golf Outing! This year
we had a great success thanks to your
support.
The FFA Masters Golf Outing has
generated significant funding; which
the FFA Foundation will continue
to use to support FFA regional
leadership camps. Because of the
golf outing’s success, chapter officers
and other members are able to attend
regional camps to learn about their
officer duties, gain leadership and
communication skills and become
acquainted with other members from
across their region.
This success is thanks to you.
Thank you for your support. Your
efforts will help us reach our 2010
fundraising goals.
Your donation to this worthwhile
event allows us, as FFA supporters,
to provide leadership training to build
future industry leaders.
Again, thank you for your
continued generosity.
Megan Hirschman
Michigan FFA Foundation, Annual
Fund Director
East Lansing, MI
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Dear MPPA:
Thank you for contacting me
regarding feral swine. I appreciate
your information very much as I
know this could be a contentious
issue. Being a new member of the
(DNR) commission, I am working
hard to gather as much information on
the issues facing Michigan’s natural
resources as possible, including this
one. I have also been briefed by the
staff of the MUCC and have had
several other parties advance their
positions on the feral swine issue.
I had the opportunity to discuss
this issue as well with a close friend
in Texas and he was very enlightening
as to the severe problems they are
facing there. Your letter is greatly
appreciated in understanding the
potential impacts your members could
face and I will certainly bear them in
mind as this issue is dealt with.
Thank you, again for your letter
and feel free to contact me if the need
arises.
John Matonich
Member, Natural Resources Commission
Dear MPPA
Thank you for your gift to the
Michigan State University College of
Agriculture and Natural Resources.
Your contribution, designated to Block
and Bridle, is greatly appreciated.
Your generosity makes a difference
to MSU and the CANR. Gifts such
as yours directly affect the everyday
lives of students, and are critical to
the success of each of our programs.
These dollars make it possible for
scholarships, fellowships, research
opportunities, technology needs and
community outreach to happen – your
gifts have a direct and immediate
impact! Thank you for doing your
part to ensure that Michigan State
2010, VOL. 35, NO. 3

Foodservice Experts Experience the Farm-to-Fork
Connection
will continue its legacy as a leader in
education, research and outreach that
will advance knowledge and transform
lives for generations to come.
On behalf of the faculty, staff
and students of the MSU College of
Agriculture and Natural Resources, I
thank you for your support.
Jeffrey D. Armstrong, Dean
College of Agriculture and Natural
Resources
Dear MPPA:
Thank you for donating an auction/
raffle item to the 2010 Autumnfest.
We truly appreciate your support
of the College of Agriculture and
Natural Resources Alumni Association
scholarship and student club grant
programs. This coming January we
will be selecting eight juniors, three
Ag Tech freshmen and two graduate
students to receive scholarships
during the Fall 2011 semester totaling
$36,000. We will also award at least
$4,000 for Study Abroad grants during
this year. In addition, $17,000 has
been designated for the 2010/2011
“Student Club Grant” program,
which will help CANR student clubs
with special programs and travel
to professional conferences. These
dollars are raised through ANR
Alumni Association activities such as
the AutumnFest.
We appreciate your support of
the MSU College of Agriculture and
Natural Resources, the ANR Alumni
Association and students.
Kathy Reed
Assistant Director, Alumni Relations
and Special Events
Michigan State University
East Lansing, Mich.
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While members of the Pork Checkoff’s Foodservice Advisory Committee
(FAC) work closely with the pork industry and the Checkoff, many of these
professionals hadn’t visited a swine farm in quite some time - until their travels
brought them to Minnesota last summer.
FAC members - chefs, restaurant operators, packers and processors - visited
the Schafer family farm near Goodhue, Minn., as part of a recent committee
meeting in Minneapolis. The Schafers, 2009 Pork Industry Environmental Steward award winners, have exemplified the virtues of good environmental stewardship for six generations. Today, Brandon Schafer operates the farm’s swine
enterprise, farrowing about 1,600 sows and finishing 38,000 pigs per year.
The 15 FAC members toured the Schafers’ farrow-to-wean barns, feedmill and
more. They learned about the role that preventive antibiotics play in the operation and had the opportunity to ask lots of questions about modern pork production.
“The Schafers’ commitment to doing the right thing generation after generation was beneficial for our FAC members to experience,” says Jarrod Sutton,
assistant vice president of channel marketing for the Pork Checkoff. “This educational opportunity provided key information to take back to their companies.”
Kevin Anderson, director of core product innovation for Burger King says, “I
was impressed with the care the animals receive. The pigs live in a very comfortable environment, in terms of the temperature and their ability to move around.”
Don Walsh, director of culinary services for Tyson Foods, says, “It was wonderful to see animals being raised in a very humane way in a clean environment.
These farmers are doing a great job.”
Following the tour, committee members visited with the Schafers and many
fellow Midwest pork producers and Pork Board leaders during a “pignic” of
smoked pork chops.
“The FAC members asked a lot of questions, from ‘what’s the science behind
swine rations,’ to ‘do you think the pigs are happy?’ Most of these foodservice
professionals had never been on a farm before,” Schafer said. “It’s important for
us to be transparent in what we do and tell our story.”
In turn, the Pork Checkoff relies on the expertise of the FAC members to help
guide activities designed to drive pork demand. During the Minnesota meeting,
Pork Checkoff staff discussed the Checkoff’s strategic plan, foodservice industry
trends and brand research, and solicited feedback from FAC members.
“Their input has proven to be invaluable in helping us shape marketing strategies to enhance opportunities for pork in the foodservice sector,” Sutton says.

MI Foodie News”
(continued from page 35)

“MI Foodie News” is distributed by e-mail at the beginning of every month.
To subscribe, visit http://www.michfb.com/care/mifoodienews and click the
“Contact Us” button. Visitors can also read current and archived issues of the
newsletter online.
The Michigan Ag Council is a coalition of Michigan commodity organizations
and agribusinesses working together to support modern agriculture by informing
and educating consumers about contemporary agricultural production practices.
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Apricot-Glazed Ham

Times:
10 minutes prep, 90 minutes cook
Ingredients:
5 pound fully cooked whole boneless ham
1/3 cup firmly packed brown sugar
1 tablespoon cornstarch
1/2 teaspoon nutmeg
1/4 teaspoon cloves
2/3 cup apricot nectar
2 tablespoons lemon juice
Cooking Directions:
Place ham on rack in a shallow roasting pan. Bake, uncovered, in a
325 degree F. oven for 1 1/4 hours or until meat thermometer registers
140 degrees F. (about 15-18 minutes per pound.)
For the glaze, in a small saucepan combine brown sugar, cornstarch,
nutmeg and cloves. Stir in apricot nectar and lemon juice. Cook over
medium heat until thickened and bubbly, stirring constantly.
Brush ham with glaze. Continue baking 15-20 minutes more, brushing
occasionally with glaze.

Dear MPPA:
The National Block and Bridle
Convention occurred October 15
and 16, 2010. Thanks to excellent
planning and diligent effort all went
very well. There were over 300
students in attendance. The bags
and contents for National Block and
Bridle Convention were received very
positively.
The MSU Dairy Club donated the
bags to the Block and Bridle Club. We
wish to convey major appreciation to
Michigan Pork Producers Association
for donation of the luggage tags.
These were fantastic and novel
additions to the assortment of items
included into the bags.
Thank you very much!
MSU Dairy Club
Hannah Tucker, Historian
Kevin Messing, President
Roy Fogwell, Advisor

Advertisers
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AmeriScan............................. 40
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Serves 20

Swine Vet Services ............. 40

Nutrition:
Calories: 208 calories
Protein: 25 grams
Fat: 9 grams
Sodium: 1572 milligrams
Cholesterol: 64 milligrams
Saturated Fat: 3 grams
Carbohydrates: 6 grams
Fiber: 0 grams

38

Listening

Top Line Equipment ........ 39
United Feeds......................... 39
Wooden Farms..................... 39

Michigan Pork Producers Association

2010, VOL. 35, NO. 3

High Quality - High Health
Aggressive
Production Tested F1

FOR SALE
Chester Whites, Durocs
Hampshires, Yorkshire
Boars, Gilts & Club Pigs

HAMPSHIRE, DUROC
YORKSHIRE,F1

Service Age Boars
Open, F1 & Purebred Gilts
Fresh Semen Available
Delivery Available
Quality 4H & FFA Show
Pigs Available

Will Deliver
Brucellosis Free Herd No. 16

Morrow & Parent
FARM
6724 Baker Rd., Bridgeport, MI 48722
(989) 777-1334 or (989) 777-1934

Wooden

SEE FARMS
Registered DUROCS
Breeding Stock & Club Pigs
HEALTH
D
GENETICS
E
TE BREEDING
AN

Purebred Swine
Farms
Cassopolis, MI 49031

Dennis Wooden
(269)445- 8066
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Will Deliver

Larry & Todd See
12040 Creek Rd.,Carleton, MI 48117

(734)654-8265
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238#

Market Flexible

DLY female
x
A-1200 boar

DLL female
x
A-1200 boar

Sow Productivity
Avg. number of pigs/littler
9.5 (gilt litters)
Avg. litter weight
134.25 lbs.
Age weaned
17 days
Avg. pig weight
14.13 lbs.

Parent-line female
DLY Now Available

Nursery/Finish Performance
Number of days in nursery
53
Avg. daily gain in nursery
1.018 lbs.
Avg. on-test weight finish
68 lbs.
Avg. off-test weight
238 lbs.
Avg. daily gain on-test
2.048 lbs.
Feed intake per day on test
4.98 lbs.
Feed efficiency test
finish period
2.549 lbs.
Carcass Cut-Out
Avg. backfat (Routh Pack)
0.56 in
Avg. yield
76.13%
No Paylean® used

A-1200 terminalline sire

Sow Productivity
Avg. born/littler
11
Avg. live born/litter
10.3
Avg weaned/litter
9.5
Age weaned
24 days
Avg. pig weight
22.1 lbs.
Nursery/Finish Performance
Number of days in nursery
48
Avg. daily gain in nursery
1.025 lbs.
Avg. on-test weight finish
71.3 lbs.
Avg. off-test weight
328 lbs.
Avg. daily gain on-test
2.07 lbs.
Feed/day on test
5.80 lbs.
Feed efficiency
2.805 lbs.
Lean gain/day
1.057 lbs.
Age at slaughter
198 days
Days in finisher
124
Total gain/day of age from birth 1.657 lbs.
Carcass Cut-Out
Avg. backfat (Tyson)
0.95 in.
Avg. loin depth
2.82 in.
Avg. live weight
328 lbs.
Avg. carcass weight
242 lbs.
Carcass Premium
$6.52
Yield
76.21%
Fat-free lean gain/day
1.05 lbs.

Meat-Quality Evaluation
Loineye avg
6.35 sq. in.
Visual color avg.
2.92
Visual marbling avg.
2.32
Percent of intramuscular fat
2.32
Visual firmness avg.
2.035
Wetness avg.
1.857
Minolta score avg.
54.01
pH avg.
5.82
Meat-quality analysis by
Dr. Steve Moeller at
The Ohio State University Meat Lab.

328#

269-372-6936

1-800-422-4149

Consulting Veterinarian
James A. Kober, DVM

SWINE VETERINARY SERVICES OF MICHIGAN
*Partner of 4 Star Veterinary Services*
60 Veterans Dr. #7, Holland, MI 49423
616-355-PIGS (7447) FAX 616-355-7110
James A. Kober, D.V.M., MS
svsmi@sbcglobal.net
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