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Dale Norton Elected NPB Treasurer
Dale Norton of Bronson, Michigan, was elected
treasurer of the National Pork Board at its recent
June meeting. Norton is a partner in Kendale Farm,
a farrow-to-wean operation with 1,450 sows and a
farrow-to-finish operation that markets 31,500 annually.
He also is involved with a cow/calf operation and raises
corn, soybeans, hay, canning tomatoes, peppers for
processing and seed corn on
over 3,000 acres. Nationally,
Norton is completing his first
three-year term on the National
Pork Board. He serves as the
Pork Checkoff’s representative
on the U.S. Farmers and
Ranchers Alliance (USFRA) and
is the treasurer on the Executive
Committee. He also serves on
the Domestic Marketing and
Finance Committees.
The loss of trust in our present agricultural production
system by consumers is what Norton considers to be
the biggest issue facing the pork industry today. As part
of a four-family, multi-generational, multi-enterprise
partnership with brother, son and nephew, raising
tomatoes, peppers, corn, cattle and hogs, including
selling 4-H animals, Norton has adopted a Farm Mission
Statement which is based on the Ethical Principles of the
pork industry’s We Care initiative. He applauds NPB and
National Pork Producers Council (NPPC) for programs
like We Care, Operation Main Street and Pork Quality
Assurance Plus for giving farmers a way to connect with
consumers and improve their operations.
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The MI Pork Sampler is MPPA’s new
publication that will help you fill up on state
and national pork news in between Michigan

Little Barn Educates Consumers
At the 2012 Ag Expo, MPPA’s new educational
tool, the miniature finishing barn, made it’s first
appearance. The slatted-floor barn features an
office, water nipple, working curtain, feed bins and
informational panels that explain how farmers care
for pigs indoors. On July 21st, it went to its first of
many Breakfast on the Farm (BOF) events. It is a
great talking point with both children and adults alike.
MPPA will be taking the barn to several BOF events
and would like to invite producers to come work at our
booth and put a face on Michigan pork production.
The barn will be appearing at these Breakfast on the
Farm Events:
August 4: May Farms, Sparta, MI
August 11: Judge Dairy Farm Inc., Shepherd, MI
August 25: Gingrich Meadows Dairy, LeRoy, MI
October 6: John Schaendorf Dairy, Allegan, MI

NPPC Update...
NPPC Responds to HSUS Scare Tactic
NPPC charged that filings by the Humane
Society of the United States (HSUS) of notices of
intent (NOIs) to sue a number of hog farmers over
alleged violations of a federal environmental law were
another scare tactic to get the producer-run national
organization to back off its opposition to the HSUS
“Egg Bill” and to the animal-rights group’s “truthtwisting” campaign against family farmers who choose
individual sow housing over alternate systems. The
NOIs filed by HSUS allege that 51 hog operations in
three states failed to submit paperwork on emissions,
which were required of certain sized operations under a
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) rule.
In its statement, NPPC pointed out that
EPA is still evaluating air emissions data gathered
from livestock and poultry operations to develop
a better understanding of emissions rates, which
vary considerably from farm to farm. It also noted
that HSUS is not alleging environmental harm but
paperwork violations. On July 13th, the U.S. EPA
withdrew its proposed Concentrated Animal Feeding
Operation (CAFO) Reporting Rule. The proposed rule
would have required CAFOs to submit to the agency
operational information.

It is also noted that HSUS
is not alleging environmental
harm but paperwork
violations.

Radical Animal-Rights Group Not Telling Truth
About Animal Care Says NPPC
Providing humane and compassionate care for
their pigs at every stage of life is one of the ethical
principles followed by America’s family hog farmers,
who know better than anyone what’s best for their
animals. The undercover video from a Minnesota hog
farm is from an animal rights group that, along with the
HSUS, has a goal of ending food-animal production in
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this country.
According to NPPC, both groups repeatedly have
grossly misrepresented what is shown in such videos
and not told the truth about how farmers raise and
care for their animals. Such groups have used videos,
including the one mentioned, in an attempt to link
alleged abuse to the use of gestation stalls for sows.
Such housing systems, which allow hog farmers to
provide the best care to sows, have nothing to do with
abuse. The video released recently does not show abuse
of animals. An independent panel comprised of animalcare experts who reviewed the video agreed, concluding
that the “there were no signs of animal cruelty, abuse or
neglect. The sows were clean, free of lesions, calm and
in good condition.”
Study Supports Need To Reform
Ethanol Production Mandate
In response to a new economic study on the
impact of corn ethanol production on food prices and
commodity price volatility, a coalition of livestock and
poultry groups urged Congress to reform the federal
Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS), which mandates the
amount of ethanol that must be produced annually.
The study, conducted by Thomas Elam, Ph.D.,
president of FarmEcon LLC, found that federal ethanol
policy has increased and destabilized corn, soybean
and wheat prices to the detriment of food and fuel
producers and consumers. The RFS, first imposed
in 2005 and revised in 2007, this year requires 15.2
billion gallons of ethanol to be produced. Most of
that amount is blended into gasoline at 10 percent.
NPPC, along with the coalition supports legislation –
the “Renewable Fuels Standard Flexibility Act” (H.R.
3097), sponsored by Reps. Bob Goodlatte, R-Va., and
Jim Costa, D-Calif. – that would require a biannual
review of ending corn stocks relative to their total
use to serve as a temporary “safety valve” for livestock
producers. If the ratio falls below 10 percent, the RFS
could be temporarily reduced by 10 percent. If it
falls below 7.5 percent, the mandate could shrink by
15 percent; below 6 percent, it could be temporarily
reduced by 25 percent; and if the ratio falls below 5
percent, the ethanol mandate could be temporarily cut
by 50 percent.

Checkoff News...
National Pork Board Elects New Officers
Conley Nelson, a farmer and pork production
executive from Algona, Iowa, was elected president of the
15-member National Pork Board. Nelson, who had been
the board’s vice president, owns a 4,400-head wean-tofinish operation on a farm that has been in his family for
121 years. He also is general manager of the MurphyBrown LLC Midwest operation that oversees 75,000
sows and markets 3.4 million hogs a year.
Nelson said he hopes to draw on his experience as
a smaller producer and as a production manager for one
of the nation’s largest production companies to help the
board guide pork producers through some of the tough
challenges facing the pork industry. “Our strategic plan
is dedicated to preserving the ability of producers to
make decisions about what works best for their farms
and their animals,” he said. “We’re seeing an increasing
number of examples where those outside production
agriculture are trying to dictate how we care for our
animals. As pork producers we must stay unified. I will
work to assure that all producers, regardless of the size of
their operation or their production style, have a voice in
these decisions.”
“It’s also important,” he said, “to continue to
build trust with our customers and with consumers
by demonstrating our commitment to continuous
improvement. We have both a great product and a great
story to tell about how we are producing more pork
for a hungry world using fewer natural resources. We
can’t lose sight of the importance of telling our success
stories.”

Newly elected
NPB President,
Conley Nelson.

National Pork Board Responds to
Mercy for Animals Video
The National Pork Board disagrees with the
portrayal of pork production shown in a video
produced and released by Mercy for Animals.
“Raising animals for food is not an easy job, but
it’s one we are passionate about. It is also complicated,”
Conley Nelson, president of the National Pork Board,
said. “Rather than basing judgments on a grainy,
heavily edited video, we urge consumers to seek out
more information. For example, many of the practices
shown in this latest hidden camera video are described
in great detail in two videos on our website, ‘A Good
End for Pigs’ and ‘Castration and Tail Docking of
Piglets’.”

“Animal care can be a personal and emotional
issue for many consumers, particularly when presented
through a video that is designed to stimulate a negative
reaction. The way that we raise pigs today, however,
has evolved as we’ve worked to improve food safety,
environmental protection, and animal care. These
principles should continue to guide any decision made
about the best way to care for our animals.”
Nelson Continued, “While top veterinary experts
confirm that the methods we use today are scientifically
sound and humane, we know that we must continue
working to improve the way that we raise and care
for our animals. We have invested millions of farmer
checkoff dollars into improving animal welfareincluding evaluating new sow housing options and
more humane methods of euthanasia. We urge
those companies and organizations that care about
improving animal welfare to join us in this important
initiative.”
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Introducing Megan Sprague as Program Director at MPPA
Hello Michigan Pork
Producers! My name is Megan
Sprague and, beginning July
1st, I was hired at MPPA as the
Program Director.
As Program Director, I
am responsible for educational
programs like PQA Plus, and I
am working to create an online
presence through social media for MPPA. I am always
available to answer questions and be of assistance any way
that I am able.
Just a little bit of background. I have been married for
over two years and live in downtown Lansing. I grew up
on a dairy farm in Prescott, Michigan, and have always
had a passion for and desire to work within agriculture.
I began my venture into the pork industry when I
was hired at the MSU Swine Farm as a student employee.
This experience was crucial in allowing me to not only
4 MI Pork Sampler

August 2012

gain first-hand experience, but also to help me better
understand the perspective of pork producers.
I graduated from Michigan State University with a
degree in Communications and am very excited to use
my acquired skills and knowledge to aid Michigan pork
producers in their goal of communicating with consumers
about what they do and why they do it.

