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two months of study is outstanding. Each day we learn 
more about PEDV and its impact, so these additional 
funds for timely research and national coordination 
will allow us to help pork producers better address the 
virus, while preparing us for other potential emerging 
disease scenarios,” Sundberg said. 

The virus was first identified in U.S. swine herds in 
mid-May, and as of mid-July, 346 cases of PEDV have 
been confirmed in 14 states, with most in Iowa and 
Oklahoma.

“Pork producers immediately responded to 
PEDV. We have already learned so much through 
increased cooperation among state and federal agencies, 
professional organizations, associations and from the 
information pork producers have willingly shared,” said 
National Pork Board president Karen Richter, who 
raises hogs and farms with her family in Montgomery, 
Minn. “Our focus on research, education and the 
sharing of information is exactly where we need 
to provide Checkoff funds. This investment will 
contribute to a stronger organized effort and industry.” 

While PEDV is widespread in many countries, it is 
not trade-restricting. The virus presents itself similarly 
to Transmissible Gastroenteritis (TGE), another swine 
disease. The symptoms are clinically similar, including 

Following a unanimous vote by its board of 
directors, the National Pork Board (NPB) has 
committed to investing an additional $350,000 toward 
research, education and coordination of efforts to 
better understand Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea Virus 
(PEDV). This increase in funding is in addition to 
$450,000 announced in June, bringing total Checkoff 
dollars invested to $800,000.  

“Our No. 1 priority is to contain spread of the 
virus with the goal of increasing the potential to 
eliminate the disease,” said Dr. Paul Sundberg, vice 
president of science and technology at the NPB. 
“Through research we just completed, we already have 
determined that transportation of sows and market 
hogs can be a major risk factor in the spread of PEDV.”

Toward that end, Sundberg said the next step is to 
assemble a core team of pork producers, veterinarians, 
packers and processors to refine a specific biosecurity 
approach.

“The collaboration we have received in just the first 
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Legislative Update

In a major victory for America’s hog, cattle 
and poultry farmers, the U.S. Department of 
Transportation informed NPPC that it will grant 
a 90-day waiver of a new hours-of-service rule for 
drivers transporting livestock and poultry. Official 
notice of the decision was published July 11 in the 
Federal Register. Effective July 1, the rule from DOT’s 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) 
requires truck drivers to take a 30-minute rest break if 
more than 8 hours have passed since beginning service. 
For drivers hauling livestock, the hours of service 
would include time loading and unloading animals. 
NPPC, along with 13 other livestock, poultry and food 
organizations, petitioned the FMCSA for the 90-day 
waiver from complying with the 30-minute rest break 
requirement in the new rule. The groups also requested 
a two-year exemption from the rest break requirement, 
which the agency agreed to consider. 

New DOT Transportation Rule Waived for Drivers 
Hauling Livestock

NPPC, Farm Bureau Stop EPA Release of Personal 
Farm Information

Recent efforts by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) to release sensitive personal 
and private farm information to activist groups was 
halted as a result of a lawsuit filed by National Pork 
Producers Council (NPPC) and the American Farm 
Bureau Federation. The suit, filed in the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Minnesota, sought an 
emergency injunction to prevent EPA from releasing, 
for a third time this year, data on livestock producers 
in 29 states as well as information on producers in an 
additional six states (Minnesota, California, Idaho, 
Nevada, Oklahoma and Washington) to five activist 
groups that filed Freedom of Information Act requests.

 In early February, EPA’s Office of Water released 
raw data from farms to several environmental 
groups. After objections from NPPC and other farm 
organizations, EPA requested that the environmental 
groups return the data but reissued it after redacting 
some of the information. The reissued data still 

The House sent H.R. 2642, the “Federal 
Agriculture Reform and Risk Management (FARRM) 
Act of 2013,” to the Senate, which took up the bill and 
substituted it with the Senate-passed version (which 
includes the nutrition title dropped by the House bill). 
The Senate accepted a unanimous consent resolution 
to send the Farm Bill back to the House. This 
procedural move now allows the House and Senate 
leaders to hold a conference to work out the differences 
between the two versions. The House and Senate are 
already engaged in discussions, but timing of a formal 
Farm Bill conference is unknown. Senate Agriculture 
Committee Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow, D-Mich., 
announced she would select 12 members from the 
agriculture panel to be conferees – five Republicans 
and seven Democrats. House Agriculture Committee 
Chairman Frank Lucas, R-Okla., has yet to announce 
his number of conferees. The current Farm Bill is set 
to expire at the end of September.

Farm Bill Moves Closer to Conference contained some personal information on farmers. 
EPA then informed NPPC in late June of its intent to 
again release the information, which includes names, 
addresses and GPS coordinates of farms and personal 
contact information. In response to the lawsuit, EPA 
informed the court it will deny the five recent and all 
future requests for the information until the conclusion 
of litigation – expected late next year – which will 
determine which information is and is not protected. 
EPA has until Sept. 3 to respond to the lawsuit, after 
which the court will set a schedule for undertaking 
discovery, filing legal briefs and setting oral arguments.
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Legislative Update

The American Meat Institute (AMI) – along 
with seven other U.S. and Canadian meat and 
livestock organizations, including NPPC – filed 
suit in the United States District Court for the 
District of Columbia to prevent enactment of a 
new mandatory country-of-origin labeling (COOL) 
rule finalized by USDA in May. The rule not only 
requires labeling of where the animal was born but 
also where the animal was raised and slaughtered. In 
their complaint, the organizations explain that the 
final rule is unconstitutional by compelling speech in 
the form of expensive and exhaustive labels on meat 
products that do not directly advance a government 
interest, such as preventing the spread of a contagious 
disease. Additional labeling would present no food 
safety or public health benefit, yet inflict costs the 
government modestly estimates at $192 million, the 
groups said. The organizations also believe the new 
rule violates the Agriculture Marketing Act because it 
exceeds the authority granted to USDA in the 2008 
Farm Bill. In addition to AMI and NPPC, plaintiffs 
include the American Association of Meat Processors, 
Canadian Cattlemen’s Association, Canadian Pork 
Council, National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, North 
American Meat Association and Southwest Meat 
Association.

Meat Organizations Challenge New Country-of-
Origin Labelling Rule

The United States and the European Union (EU) 
recntly began comprehensive free trade agreement 
(FTA) negotiations on the Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership (TTIP). NPPC supports the 
negotiation of an FTA with the EU, which represents 
a tremendous market opportunity for U.S. pork 
exports, with consumption totaling 20 million metric 
tons annually – the second largest market in the 
world for pork consumption. However, numerous 
barriers prevent the U.S. pork industry from exporting 
significant amounts of pork to the EU; in fact, last year 
the United States exported more pork to Honduras 
than to the 28-member European Union. Barriers 
include multiple quotas with high in-quota duties, a 
ban on the use of ractopamine, mandatory trichinae 
mitigation, a prohibition on pathogen-reduction 
treatments and a costly plant approval system. NPPC 
is working with other U.S. food and agriculture groups 
to make sure that the sanitary and phytosanitary 
(SPS) measures are addressed. NPPC also recently 
reiterated its position in an advertisement that ran 
on the back page of the political news publication 
Roll Call that tariffs and all other barriers on U.S. 
agricultural products must be eliminated through 
TTIP negotiations.

Free Trade Negotiations With the EU Begin

The Senate Agriculture Committee held a 
hearing on the pending purchase by the Chinese 
firm Shuanghui International of Smithfield Foods, 
considering the long-term impacts on U.S. pork 
producers, consumer prices, food safety and food 
security and the Chinese government’s influence 
over Shuanghui International. In May, Shuanghui 
International offered to purchase Smithfield, the 
world’s largest pork producer, for $4.7 billion. The 
deal is currently under review by the Committee on 
Foreign Investment in the United States. 

Senate Agriculture Committee Holds Smithfield 
Acquisition Hearing

...Additional labeling would present 
no food safety or public health benefit, 

yet inflict costs the government 
modestly estimates at $192 million... 
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diarrhea and dehydration, and can be fatal to small pigs 
- especially those under three weeks of age. Current 
research is focused on diagnostics and surveillance, 
pathogenicity, transmission risk factors and educating 
pork producers and transporters on steps they can take 
to eliminate it.  

PEDV is spread in a fecal-oral manner. As such, 
pork producers, handlers and transporters are urged to 
follow strict biosecurity measures. Special care needs 
to be taken to wash and completely disinfect transport 
vehicles. If a pork producer suspects PEDV, they 
should immediately consult a veterinarian since fast 
action in identification, containment and biosecurity 
can stem its spread.

Researchers already have found the virus present on 
the surfaces of truck and animal chutes, so having strict 
transportation biosecurity is critical to stopping its 
spread. General transportation biosecurity tips include: 

When visiting a site or packing plant, transporters 
should wear coveralls and boots to prevent 
contamination in the cab of the trailer and to 
minimize exposure to other pigs.  
Establish a “clean” and “dirty” zone for farm and 

transport workers to follow during load-in and 
load-out.  
Clean and disinfect trailers after use. This is 
especially important when going to commingled 
sites such as cull depots, packing plants or buying 
stations.  
Remove dirty shavings, manure and other debris. 
The use of a detergent soap can help to break down 
dried manure and speed up the wash process. After 
cleaning the trailer, use a disinfectant according to 
label directions to kill the virus.  
Wash coveralls, boots and other equipment when 
transporting pigs and cleaning the interior of the 
tractor cab to remove any dirt or shavings.  
Once clean, park the tractor and trailer in a secure 
location away from other vehicle traffic to dry.

“Many questions remain unanswered about PEDV, 
including how it entered the U.S. and the precise 
number of pigs that have become infected,” Sundberg 
said. “What’s important to keep in mind is that PEDV 
is not a human health issue but rather a pig production 
disease, and we know that enhanced biosecurity 
measures are extremely important in containing the 
virus.”
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