
Thanks in part to funding provided by Michigan Pork 
Producers Association, young Michigan consumers 
are getting a head start on learning more about 
where their food really comes from. Michigan Farm 
Bureau’s new FARM Science Lab has begun its mission 
to take agricultural education to elementary schools 
statewide.

“The FARM Science Lab is a great way to reach 
students with our agricultural messages,” said Mary 
Kelpinski, MPPA CEO. “Hopefully by educating young 
consumers we can foster a better understanding of 
agriculture and the role it plays in their everyday life.” 

Equipped with the latest teaching technologies 
and tooled with STEM-based lessons to increase 
agricultural awareness, the 40-foot mobile classroom 
is making its first visits in February and March to 
half a dozen schools in Kentwood, Ortonville and 
Sparta. While underserved urban areas will be priority 
destinations for the FARM Science Lab, its agricultural 
literacy crusade will stop anywhere it’s summoned. 

Staffed by certified teacher Lyndsay Grasman, 
the FARM Science Lab will help reinforce grade-level 
standards with hands-on science experiments while 
increasing students’ knowledge of how agriculture 
impacts their daily lives. All FARM Science Lab lessons 
meet Next Generation Science Standards and National 
Agricultural Literacy Outcomes.

“Our goal with the FARM Science Lab is to 
offer schools the convenience of bringing a field 
trip-style experience to their front door,” Grasman 
explains. “Students will get an engaging, hands-on, 
out-of-the-classroom experience without the hassle of 
transportation arrangements or field-trip permission 
slips.”

Public, private and charter K-5 schools interested in 
scheduling a FARM Science Lab visit are encouraged 

to visit www.farmsciencelab.org.

The fund-raising campaign that turned the FARM 
Science Lab from a dream into a reality was managed 
by the Michigan Foundation for Agriculture, a 501c3 
charitable organization housed by Michigan Farm 
Bureau and directed by Deb Schmucker, who also 
leads MFB’s Center for Education and Leadership 
Development.

Altogether more than $700,000 was generated 

“The support we’ve seen from groups and 
individuals across the state has really blown us 
away,” Schmucker said. “This was the Foundation’s 
first big fund-raising project, and I can’t tell you how 
encouraged I am at the support we’ve seen. It’s helped 
the Foundation establish its identity and help people 
understand its mission: agricultural education and 
leadership development.”

Tax-deductible donations to the Michigan 
Foundation for Agriculture can be mailed to 7373 W. 
Saginaw Hwy., Lansing, MI, 48909. Call 517-679-5440 
or visit www.mifoundationforagriculture.org for more 
information.
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Trump Regulatory Freeze 
Puts Hold on ‘GIPSA,’ Organic 
Livestock Rules

Shortly after he was sworn in as the 45th president 
of the United States, Donald Trump issued an order 
freezing federal regulations still in the rulemaking process 
and delaying for 60 days beyond their effective date 
those that recently took effect. Among the regulations 
put on hold are two of particular concern to NPPC: the 
Farm Fair Practices Rules and the organic livestock and 
poultry rule. NPPC wants the rules, issued by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, to be rescinded. One of 
the regulations in the Farm Fair Practices Rules – also 
known as the GIPSA Rule (after USDA’s Grain Inspection, 
Packers and Stockyards Administration) – would broaden 
the scope of the Packers and Stockyards Act (PSA) of 
1921 related to the use of “unfair, unjustly discriminatory 
or deceptive practices” and “undue or unreasonable 
preferences or advantages.” Specifically, it would deem 
such actions inherent violations of federal law even 
if they didn’t harm competition or cause competitive 
injury, prerequisites for winning PSA cases. NPPC and 
other livestock groups are concerned that the regulation 
would restrict the buying and selling of livestock, lead 
to consolidation of the livestock industry and increase 
consumer prices for meat. It was set to take effect Feb. 
21. The organic rule adds animal welfare standards to the 
nation’s organic food production law. It would strictly 
dictate how organic producers must raise livestock and 
poultry, including during transport and slaughter, and 
specify, without scientific justification, which common 
practices are allowed and prohibited in organic livestock 
and poultry production, thereby eliminating producers’ 
discretion to make sound decisions about animal care. It 
also would establish unreasonable indoor and outdoor 
space requirements for animals. NPPC, which in July 
submitted comments in opposition to the regulation, 
said the welfare standards are not based on science and 
are outside the scope of the organic food production 
law, which limits consideration of livestock as organic 
to feeding and medication practices. Additionally, the 
organization pointed out, animal welfare is not unique to 
organic production. The regulation was set to take effect 
March 20. 

‘WOTUS’ Lawsuit Put on 
Hold While Supreme Court 
Decides Jurisdiction

The U.S. Court of Appeal for the 6th Circuit in 
Cincinnati recently granted a motion from NPPC and 
dozens of other agricultural organizations, businesses 
and municipalities to hold in abeyance its decision on 
a lawsuit against a Clean Water Act regulation until 
the U.S. Supreme Court rules on a jurisdictional issue 
related to the case. The high court recently agreed to 
consider whether jurisdiction rests with the federal 
district or appellate courts to hear the lawsuit over 
the Waters of the United States (WOTUS) rule. The 
regulation, which took effect Aug. 28, 2015, was 
proposed in April 2014 by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers to clarify the agencies’ authority over various 
waters. That jurisdiction – based on several Supreme 
Court decisions – had included “navigable” waters 
and waters with a significant hydrologic connection 
to navigable waters. But the WOTUS rule broadened 
that to include, among other water bodies, upstream 
waters and intermittent and ephemeral streams such as 
the kind farmers use for drainage and irrigation. It also 
covered lands adjacent to such waters. The 6th Circuit 
in October 2015 issued a stay on implementation of the 
regulation pending disposition of numerous lawsuits 
filed in U.S. district courts around the country. Last 
year, the appeals court consolidated the suits under its 
jurisdiction. NPPC submitted briefs to the 6th Circuit, 
arguing that the agencies promulgated the WOTUS 
rule without following federal rulemaking procedures, 
the regulation is arbitrary and capricious or contrary 
to law and the agencies exceeded their authority 
under the Clean Water Act and the U.S. Constitution. 
The groups also argued that EPA and the Corps of 
Engineers failed to reopen the public comment period 
after making fundamental changes to the proposed 
rule and withheld until after the comment period closed 
the scientific report on which the rule rested. The 
agencies also refused to conduct required economic 
and environmental analyses. 
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campaign includes the top 10 African-American markets. 
Celebrity chef Richard Ingraham is sharing loin and rib 
recipes to the African American community through 
interviews and social media efforts.

The Hispanic marketing project includes a national 
sweepstakes that gives fans a chance to win a trip to 
Miami to attend the Food Network & Cooking Channel 
South Beach Wine & Food Festival, Feb. 22-26.

The Taste of Now Pork Sweepstakes

In addition, from now through April 15, all U.S. 
consumers can be rewarded for something they are 
doing now more than ever before: enjoying pork. The 
#PorkNowSweeps offers consumers a chance to win daily 
prizes by sharing a photo of their pork dish on Facebook, 
Instagram or Twitter with the hashtag #PorkNowSweeps.

To take part in the contest, pork lovers simply need to 
share a photo of the pork on their fork – or spoon, kebab, 
grill, plate or bowl – through social media. Everyone who 
enters will have the chance to win a $10 coupon good 
for a purchase of fresh pork, as well as other daily prizes 
totaling more than $10,000.

#PorkNowSweeps celebrates and highlights the many 
ways to enjoy pork. The Pork Checkoff wants to see how 
America is enjoying pork now, in the moment – whether 
it is a favorite pork chop recipe, a creative take on ham or 
the latest savory pork dish at a restaurant.

“While mealtime has always been about sharing and 
community, social media has changed the dynamic of that 
community and even the way we eat,” Archer said. “Now 
we can share our food experiences, photos and inspiration 
with others across America and even around the world.”

For sweepstake details or to enter, go to the Pork 
Be inspired Facebook page. Contest prizes range from 
pork-themed cookbooks to a catered, Houston-inspired 
spread for the big game, to new cooking tools. The 
sweepstakes continues through Easter and will be shared 
via celebrity pork fans and featured on Allrecipes.com.

National Pork Board Launches 
The Taste of Now Campaign

The National Pork Board has launched its Taste 
of Now marketing campaign. The integrated 
marketing campaign, which also includes significant 
Spanish-language outreach (El Sabor de Hoy), creates 
consumer awareness of pork’s unmatched flavor and 
value making it the ideal protein on any occasion.

“Pork is trending and there has never been a better 
time to enjoy pork and make delicious dishes for family 
and friends,” said Jan Archer, National Pork Board 
president and a pig farmer from North Carolina. “That is 
the focus of this first national campaign of 2017. And we 
are teaming up with celebrity chefs and pork advocates 
with a simple message – When it comes to pork, 
there has never been a better time than now to make 
something delicious.”

Hispanic actor and TV personality Carlos Ponce 
will share the virtues of pork and bring the campaign 
to life. Additionally, five-time James Beard Award 
nominee Jose Mendin – who stars in a multimedia 
series featuring the loin, ham, ribs and tenderloin 
– has created 10 delicious, easy-to-prepare and 
budget-friendly recipes to inspire Latino consumers to 
indulge with pork.

“My many passions in life call for a fast-paced 
lifestyle. I always fall short with time but never to 
enjoy a great meal, and that is why I always choose 
pork daily as the main protagonist of my meals,” said 
Carlos Ponce. “Pork is quick and easy to stir up and 
keeps me in shape and feeling good for those everyday 
moments.”

The recipes, which include 30-second “how-to” 
videos, are on PorkTeInspira.com and other social media 
platforms. El Sabor de Hoy includes an 11-week radio 
and digital media buy in the top 10 Hispanic markets 
in the U.S. while The Taste of Now English-language 
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Managing Mycotoxins
Dr. Dale Rozeboom

Mycotoxins can sometimes be found in swine feed and have 
a detrimental effect on health and performance of our herds. 
Weather conditions during last year’s corn harvest were perfect for 
mycotoxin production. Learn how to recognize clinical signs and 
different management strategies that can be used to minimize the 
negative effects of mycotoxins.

Managing the 3 P’S – PRRS, PEDv, PCv2, 
Strep
Dr. Madonna Benjamin 

From determining what is causing that “off” pig in the pen to 
managing a disease outbreak or reinfection, Dr. Benjamin will help 
caretakers learn how to evaluate suspect pigs, provide guidance 
and different treatment options and review the different diseases 
that we see cropping up in swine herds.  

Enviro-Impact Tool
Shelby Burlew

When is the best time to spread manure to optimize crop 
production and minimize nutrient losses? MSU EnviroImpact is a 
new tool for Michigan swine producers to use when deciding on 
manure applications. 

MSU Extension Pork Team 
Educational Meetings
Back to Basics: Pig Health

March 20, 2017
6:00-8:30 p.m.

Dearth Community Center 
Branch County Fairgrounds 
262 Sprague St. 
Coldwater, MI

Locations:
Pork producers, farm employees and those involved 

in their swine departments at their county fairs can all 
benefit from this educational series. Focusing on swine 
health, industry experts discuss different areas that can 
affect health and production. Learn how to identify and 
minimize the impacts of disease on your operation.  

March 21, 2017
6:00-8:30 p.m.

Isabella County MSU 
Extension Office 
200 N Main St. 
Mt. Pleasant, MI

March 20, 2017
6:00-8:30 p.m.

Cass County MSU  
Extention Office 
120 N Broadway St. 
Suite 209 
Cassopolis, MI

Presentations:
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Pigs, People and the Public
Beth Ferry

This presentation will help caretakers understand how a common head cold can affect the swine herd and how 
influenza is spread through a swine barn. Discuss different control options that can be used when comingling pigs 
from different herds at fairs or exhibitions. 

Respirator Protection – Do I need it?  Does it fit?
Dr. Melissa May 

While OSHAs Hazard Communication (HazCom) Standard and EPAs Worker Protection Standard (WPS) are not 
‘new’ to the agriculture industry, recent changes to HazCom and the WPS have resulted in conflicting directives 
leading to uncertainty as to how to best maintain compliance.

Group Sow Housing – Lessons Learned
Sarah Ison 

Take a look at different group sow housing options that are available. Videos of different production schemes will 
be shown and discussion with producers that have installed group sow housing will take place.  

Pork TeamMSU

Presentations Continued:

Please RSVP by:
•	 Visiting https:events.anr.msu.edu/Backtobasicspighealth

•	 Or by contacting Beth Ferry at franzeli@msu.edu or 269-876-2745

Cost to attend:

•	 $25/person, $250 Farm Rate
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The National Pork Board is searching for the next 
America’s Pig Farmer of The Year, with applications 
now open for the annual industry award through 
March 13 at americaspigfarmer.com. The award, now 
in its third year, recognizes a U.S. pork producer who 
demonstrates excellence in raising pigs using the We 
CareSM ethical principles and in sharing his or her story 
with the public.

Last fall, a panel of national judges named Brad 
Greenway, a pig farmer from Mitchell, South Dakota, 
as the 2016 America’s Pig Farmer of the Year. He has 
participated in numerous live and social media-based 
events since earning this distinction, including 
speaking engagements and media interviews in 
Chicago, San Francisco and other cities. All told, he 
has taken the pork industry’s message to more than 88 
million people and counting.

“I encourage every pig farmer to apply to be 
America’s Pig Farmer of the Year,” Greenway said. 

“This program allows us to open the barn doors and 
show consumers what is really happening on pig 
farms across the country as we strive to raise food in a 
responsible and sustainable way.”

Anyone can nominate a U.S. pork producer who 
is at least 30 years old as of Jan. 1, 2017, at www.
americaspigfarmer.com/nominate. Producers can 
request an application directly by going to www.
americaspigfarmer.com/apply. Complete rules of the 
award program are on the site as well, along with 
answers to frequently asked questions.

Greenway urges producers to consider applying 
for the award for themselves or to nominate someone 
they know. He added, “This is an experience you 
will never forget nor regret because it meets the 
critical need of telling our story to others. I know 
we’re making a difference with high-level consumer 
audiences who are getting the real facts about pig 
farming for the first time.”
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