Michigan
MI Pork
Sampler
Porkline

Michigan Commission of Agriculture and
Rural Development Elects Fred Walcott as
Vice Chair
Article and photo courtesy of the Michigan Department of
Agriculture and Rural Development.
The Michigan Commission of Agriculture and Rural
Development elected new officers for the 2015-2016
year during its regularly scheduled meeting held recently
at the Michigan Municipal League offices in downtown
Lansing.
Trever Meachum was selected as Chairman of the
Commission. Meachum is a production manager for
High Acres Fruit Farm, which is a family run 3,000
acre fruit, vegetable and cash crop farm in Van Buren
County.
Fred Walcott was voted in as Vice chair. Walcott
works alongside his parents and two sisters on their
family farm - Valley View Pork, LLC - a 4,000 acre
farm raising hogs, producing corn, wheat, and soybeans.
Walcott is also the President of the Michigan Pork
Producers Association’s Board of Directors.
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to serve Michigan’s food and agricultural community,”
said Jamie Clover Adams, director, Michigan
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development.
“Our state’s dynamic food and agriculture sector is
ripe with opportunities and I look forward to working
with the Commission as we continue our upward
growth trend.”
The Michigan Commission of Agriculture and Rural
Development is a bipartisan board appointed by the
Governor with the responsibility to recommend and, in
some cases, determine, policy on food, agriculture, and
rural development issues.

“Agriculture is extremely important to Michigan
and it’s an honor to be on the forefront of watching
agricutlure and Michigan evolve together,” said Walcott.
Dru Montri was elected as secretary. Montri owns
and operates Ten Hens Farm, a year-round farm in
Bath. Montri is also committed to regional food system
work. She has also served as the director of the Michigan
Farmers Market Association since its inception in 2006.
“I’m grateful for the willingness of these individuals
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From left to right, Secretary Dru Montri, Vice Chair Fred
Walcott, and Chair Trever Meachum
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NPPC Update...

U.S. Pork Producers ‘All In’ On TPA
With negotiations on the Trans-Pacific Partnership
(TPP) trade deal hanging in the balance, the National
Pork Producers Council (NPPC) threw its support
behind renewal of Trade Promotion Authority (TPA),
which will enable the current administration and
future ones to negotiate and close trade agreements
such as the TPP.
“The U.S. pork industry is the poster child for
expanded trade,” said NPPC President Howard Hill, a
pork producer from Cambridge, Iowa.
“As a result of trade agreements, our exports have
increased 1550 percent in value and 1268 percent in
volume since 1989, the year the U.S. implemented the
FTA with Canada and started opening international
markets for value-added agriculture products. Pork
producers and U.S. agriculture are dependent on
export markets, so NPPC is going to fight tooth and
nail to get TPA passed.”
NPPC sent a letter to every member of Congress,
urging passage of legislation to renew TPA.
TPA defines U.S. negotiating objectives and

As a result of trade agreements,
our exports have increased
1550 percent in value and
1268 percent in volume since
1989...Pork producers and U.S.
agriculture are dependent on
export markets, so NPPC is
going to fight tooth and nail to
get TPA passed.
priorities for trade agreements and establishes
consultation and notification requirements for the
president to follow throughout the negotiation process.
Once negotiators finalize a deal, Congress gets an up
or down vote – without amendments – on it. Congress
has granted TPA to every president since 1974, with
the most recent law being approved in August 2002
and expiring June 30, 2007.
While TPA will empower U.S. trade officials
to pursue and finalize a number of different trade
negotiations, TPP is paramount for U.S. pork
producers. The benefits from TPP are expected to
far exceed the benefits that have resulted from past
trade deals and will represent, according to Iowa
State University economist Dermot Hayes, “the most
important commercial opportunity ever for U.S. pork
producers.”
Negotiations on TPP, which includes the United
States, Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile,
Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru,
Singapore and Vietnam, are drawing to a conclusion.
“Significant progress has been made with respect to
Japan’s market access offer on pork thanks to the hard
work of U.S. trade officials and the strong support of
the U.S. Congress,” said NPPC’s Hill.
“While NPPC is reserving judgment on a final
TPP agreement, we believe it is imperative that
Congress approve TPA as a signal to our trading
partners that the U.S. is ready to finalize an agreement
that expands U.S. trade and generates U.S. jobs.”
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Checkoff News...
National Pork Board Names Chris Hodges as
Chief Executive Officer
Chris Hodges (pictured right), a pork industry
leader with substantial senior management experience
in agriculture, will join the National Pork Board
(NPB) as its new chief executive officer on Feb. 16.
Currently based in Kansas City, Hodges is senior
vice president – business development of Smithfield
Farmland.
“When I first joined what was then Farmland
Industries as a grain division manager, I joined a
farmer cooperative,” said Hodges.
“Over the years, I have grown to understand
the needs and challenges facing pork producers.
From product marketing to disease management
to sustainability, I look forward to working with
NPB staff and Board to develop the tangible tools
and grassroots programs on behalf of America’s pig
farmers.”
Hodges brings to the Pork Checkoff decades of
in-depth knowledge and innovation in marketing
pork to key U.S. food retailers and into international
markets. Much of his fresh pork marketing experience
includes direct producer outreach and involvement
related to adopting on-farm practices specifically
designed to improve overall meat quality. His last day
with Smithfield will be Feb. 13, upon which he will
move to Des Moines to lead the Pork Checkoff.
“For the past 30 years, Chris has dedicated his
career to the pork industry, building and leading teams
to meet the emerging demands for protein in both
the U.S. and international market place,” said Dale
Norton, president of NPB and a pork producer from
Bronson, Mich.
“He knows this industry so well and, over the
years, has given back through volunteering his time
and expertise in several areas.”
Hodges is a retiring board member of NPPC. He
served as chairman of its Packer Processor Industry
Council since 2013.
Prior to his current role, Hodges advanced at
Smithfield Foods – a $14 billion global food company

and the world’s largest pork processor and hog
producer. He previously served as senior vice president,
fresh pork and industrial sales at Farmland Foods, and
led the sales and marketing teams for its Smithfield®
and Farmland® brands. His industry expertise includes
business development, sales and marketing, retail and
foodservice outreach, new equipment and processing
specifications management, risk management, feed and
grains oversight and developing integrated information
and technology systems.
“As we move forward with the implementation of
our new 2020 strategic plan, we feel confident that
Chris is the right person to lead the organization,”
Norton said.
“He brings not only years of professional work
experience, but first-hand knowledge and insight into
our changing industry. We welcome him on board.”
Hodges, raised in Laurens, Iowa, is a graduate of
Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa, with a focus in
international relations. He also has a masters of arts
in international affairs from Columbia University. He
later earned a doctorate in agricultural and applied
economics from the University of Minnesota.
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2015 Statewide Meetings
Pre-registration is required so that an adequate number of meals can be provided.
Please check the meeting you will be attending:
March 23
Dowagiac

March 24
Grand Rapids

March 25
Marshall

March 26
Bridgeport

Name(s):
Address:
Phone:
Please Return to: Michigan Pork Producers Association, 3515 West Road, Suite B East Lansing, MI 48823
or email the information to Megan Sprague at sprague@mipork.org.
4 MI Pork Sampler
Feb_15_newsletter.indd 4

February 2015
2/9/2015 2:10:13 PM

