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Jarrod Sutton to Speak at Michigan Professional
Pork Producers Symposium Awards Luncheon.
Michigan Pork Producers Association is excited
to welcome Jarrod Sutton to speak at the Michigan
Professional Pork Producers Symposium Awards
Luncheon. Sutton has been working on the behalf of
U.S. Pork Producers to build relationships with those in
the executive suites of many major corporations currently
making decisions about how they want their food products
raised. We are looking forward to hearing about the issues
that he is working on with key decision makers in the food
chain.
Jarrod Sutton is Assistant Vice President, Channel
Marketing for the National Pork Board. In that
capacity, he leads the organization-wide effort to
strengthen collaboration with food chain partners,
on behalf of the Pork Checkoff. His responsibilities
include issues management planning, development
of communication strategies, customer relations
management and ongoing engagement with key food
companies.
Jarrod grew up on a hog and cattle farm near
Mentone, Indiana. After attending Indiana University,
Jarrod went to work for KEHE Foods, a specialty foods
distributor servicing retail grocers throughout the U.S.
In April of 2000, Jarrod joined the National Pork
Producers Council as the Midwest Regional Retail
Marketing Manager. In that capacity, Jarrod worked
with regional and national grocery retailers to build
and implement strategies designed to increase real per
capita expenditures of pork. As part of the separation
agreement in 2001, Jarrod continued his role as
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marketing manager for the National Pork Board.
In 2007 Jarrod was promoted to Director of Retail
Marketing, and in 2009 was promoted to Assistant
Vice President, Channel Marketing.
Jarrod currently lives with his six year old son,
Camdyn, in Polk City, Iowa.

NPPC Update...
Farm Bill Update
The House approved a one-month extension of
current farm programs, through Jan. 31 with House
Leaders claiming this would give House and Senate
lawmakers more time to craft a consensus new
Farm Bill, which expired at the end of December.
Negotiations are bogged down because of continuing
disagreements between the parties over spending
for food stamps and expanding crop insurance for
farmers, among other issues, but a new Congressional
Budget Office cost estimate of a five-year Farm Bill has
brought optimism that a deal can be completed.
The leaders of the committee – Senate Agriculture
Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow, D-Mich., and
Ranking Member Thad Cochran, R-Miss., and House
Agriculture Chairman Rep. Frank Lucas, R-Okla., and
Ranking Member Rep. Colin Peterson, D-Minn are
hoping to hammer out a deal before Christmas so that
conferees can consider a Farm Bill conference report
the week of Jan. 6 – when Congress reconvenes. If
that tentative schedule holds, House and Senate floor
consideration on a conference report could occur as
early as the week of Jan. 13.

Senators Ask for Elimination Of Barriers to U.S. Pork
A group of U.S. senators are urging U.S. Trade
Representative Michael Froman and Agriculture
Secretary Tom Vilsack to push for broad market access
for U.S. pork in the countries that are part of the
current Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade talks.
The TPP is a regional trade negotiation that
includes the United States, Australia, Brunei
Darussalam, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico,
New Zealand, Peru, Singapore and Vietnam, which
account for nearly 40 percent of global GDP.
In a letter circulated by Sens. Joe Donnelly,
D-Ind., and Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, and sent
December 6th to Froman and Vilsack, 32 Senate
lawmakers said the TPP talks represent an opportunity
for the United States to open new markets to U.S.
pork in the Asia-Pacific region, to expand existing
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markets and to establish a standard for future trade
agreements.
But, the senators pointed out, a number of the
TPP nations currently have highly restrictive trade
barriers that limit U.S. pork exports. Japan, for
example, maintains a complex system of tariffs that
reduce the volume of U.S. pork exports, while other
countries have non-tariff barriers that constrain U.S.
pork shipments.
U.S. negotiators should insist that tariff and nontariff barriers to U.S. pork in each TPP country be
removed, action that would prompt U.S. pork exports
to grow by more than 50 percent within 10 years, they
said.
A comprehensive TPP agreement that eliminates
all tariff and non-tariff barriers to U.S. pork is strongly
supported by the National Pork Producers Council.
“Increasing pork exports are important to many
more Americans than just pork producers,” said
NPPC President Randy Spronk, a hog farmer from
Edgerton, Minn., who pointed out that more than
110,000 U.S. jobs are generated by U.S. pork exports.
“So a comprehensive agreement that gives the U.S.
pork industry more access to the markets of the TPP
countries will be good for pork producers and the U.S.
economy.”
FDA Announces Antibiotic Guidlines and Proposes
New Rule
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration announced
the final Guidance 213 and proposed rule changes to
the Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD). Guidance 213
asks veterinary drug companies to voluntarily remove
growth promotion labels from antibiotics important to
human medicine and to increase veterinary oversight of
therapeutic uses of those same antibiotics. The VFD rule
modifications are focused on the process of expanding
and demonstrating veterinary oversight of antibiotics
added to animal feed. NPPC has been working with
FDA on the issues to ensure the new regulations are
workable on farms and will be providing comments on
the proposed VFD rule.

Checkoff News...
New Pork Task Force To Develop 2020 Plan
Kicking off in 2014, planning effort will examine
customer needs for sustainable nutrition.

very fitting that we begin our journey now to chart our
vision through 2020 - collecting new thoughts, while
improving upon what we have accomplished in the last
five years,” Novak said.

The National Pork Board has named a new task
force that will examine consumer needs, animal
care, sustainable pork production and other current
challenges facing the industry to define a future vision
of the Pork Checkoff and, on a larger scale, the entire
pork industry. Serving on the task force from Michigan
are Dale Norton, NPB Vice President from Bronson,
Mich., and Robert Dykhuis, from Holland, Mich.

For the first time, the planning process will bring
together pork producers, animal health experts,
packers, processors and food distributors, and
foodservice and retail experts. By involving key leaders
from both pork production and its allied industries,
the NPB expects diverse opinions to inform its
deliberations.

Beginning December 2013 the yearlong planning
process will review research, market data and opinions
of industry leaders to set a strategic vision that will
carry the organization from 2015 through 2020. The
primary goal is to assess the Pork Checkoff’s role in an
ever-changing world and set the priorities that can help
pork producers better meet customer needs.
The current five-year strategic plan was unveiled
in 2009 and will be complete next year. Through that
process, the Pork Checkoff defined three critical issues,
including: protecting a producer’s freedom to operate,
enhancing U.S. and international consumer demand
for pork and making U.S. pork producers more
competitive in the global marketplace.
To Pork Checkoff Chief Executive Officer Chris
Novak, it comes down to asking the industry’s key
players a simple question - what if? - and then charting
a course that can help pork farmers achieve the
opportunities that single question may identify.
“In the hands of pork producers who have a vision
for how we can better serve consumers, ‘what if?’ is
an incredibly powerful tool to explore what we can
attain as an industry,” Novak said. “The last time we
asked that question, we articulated an industry vision
to become more responsible, sustainable, professional
and profitable. We’ve made great progress these past
four years, but we know we can achieve more through
a focused planning effort that unites producers,
processors and customers.
“Today, the agricultural industry faces many
challenges that will define our next five years - and
that is especially true for the pork industry. So it is

“Only through sharing information with each other
and truly looking at our industry through the eyes
of its key partners can we fully assess the challenges
and opportunities that are ahead,” Novak said. “For
me, strategic planning comes down to analyzing three
fundamental questions - Where are we today? Where
do we want to be? How do we get there together?
“For example, we need to further our commitment
to transparency and make all consumers aware of
the ethical principles that guide our actions and
business. We are committed to responsible and ethical
animal agriculture that extends from animal care to
environmental stewardship to food and worker safety
programs, But what if - and how can - we improve?
Together we will take that input and turn it into a plan
of action.”
The process will use a variety of tools to engage
stakeholders in the planning process, including
providing an opportunity for each of the more
than 60,000 U.S. pork producers to participate by
answering surveys and submitting opinions. The task
force will collect valuable information from farmers,
customers and supply chain partners. To facilitate
a dialogue on the future of the pork industry, pork
producers can email comments to -WhatIf?@pork.
org - on how the Pork Checkoff can best strengthen
tomorrow’s industry.

...we need to further our
commitment to transparency and
make all consumers aware of the
ethical principles that guide our
actions and business.
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on February 20th
3 p.m. for sampling,
hors d’oeuvres and judging
Winners announced at 6:30 p.m.
The Lansing Center
333 East Michigan Avenue
Lansing, Michigan 48933
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