
Pork Checkoff Updates Youth PQA Plus 

Youth Pork Quality Assurance® (PQA) Plus is 
the food safety, antibiotic use, and animal well-being 
awareness and education program for pork producers 
ages eight to nineteen (based on their age on January 1 
of the certification year). Youth PQA Plus mirrors and 
presents the content of the industry’s adult program 
PQA Plus, in a format that is conducive to youth 
learning. 

In the 2014 revision of the program, Youth PQA 
Plus added an online training, testing, and certification 
option to accompany the current in-person process. 
Delivered to students in the form of an engaging, 
interactive learning module, the new online option 
allows participants to learn, test, and become certified. 
Parents can register to manage their children’s training 
(parental registration is required for youth age 8 - 12) 
or children 13 – 19 can self-register.

The online course is suggested for youth in need of 
immediate training, who can’t make it to a face-to-face 
session in their area.

“We really appreciate how hard Michigan Youth 
PQA Plus Advisors work, voluntarily. They do their 
best to accommodate schedules, but certifying over 
5,000 kids is a big job,” said Megan Sprague, Program 
Director at Michigan Pork Producers Association and 
Youth PQA Plus State Trainer.“Youth schedules have 
become busier and we hope this will give advisors more 
flexibility. We believe the online option can really 
become a tool for them that compliments their current 
face-to-face sessions.”

Michigan                              August / Setember 2012

      Porkline                
     
                            

The MI Pork Sampler helps you fill up on 
state and national pork news in between

 Michigan Pork helpings!

Consumers want to know how their food is 
produced and Youth PQA Plus is one part of the 
pork industry’s We CareSM initiative, which reflects 
the ongoing commitment to responsible farming and 
fosters continuous improvement. 

“Consumers are paying more and more attention 
to how animals are raised and cared for. As such, 
we must prepare all producers – newcomers and 
veterans – to assure they’re aware of the best on-farm 
practices available,” said Jodi Sterle, the Harman 
Endowed Professor in Teaching and Learning and 
Undergraduate Teaching Coordinator in Iowa State’s 
Department of Animal Science and an advisor to the 
Pork Checkoff’s Youth PQA Plus curriculum. 

“I think it is extremely important for youth swine 
exhibitors to understand they are part of something 
bigger; they are part of the overall swine industry, 
producing food to feed the world,” said Sterle. 

“There’s a lot of pride that comes along with 
producing food – and understandably – a lot 
of responsibility. Youth PQA Plus helps make 
today’s young farmers more aware of their personal 
responsibility, and the tools available to meet this 
duty.” 

For more information on the revised Youth PQA 
Plus program is available at www.pork.org/certification. 
Click on the Youth PQA Plus link.
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PED Virus Update...

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack Announces 
Mandatory Reporting of PED Virus 

Required Reporting of Cases Latest Measure to Slow Disease Spread

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced April 18 that in an effort to further enhance the biosecurity and 
health of the US swine herd while maintaining movement of pigs in the US, the USDA will require reporting of 
Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea (PED) virus and Swine Delta Coronavirus in order to slow the spread of this disease 
across the United States. USDA is taking this latest action due to the devastating effect on swine health since it 
was first confirmed in the country last year even though PED it is not a reportable disease under international 
standards. PED only affects pigs and does not pose a risk to people and is not a food safety concern.

"USDA has been working closely with the pork industry and our state and federal partners to solve this 
problem. Together, we have established testing protocols, sequenced the virus and are investigating how the virus 
is transmitted," said Vilsack. "Today's actions will help identify gaps in biosecurity and help us as we work together 
to stop the spread of these diseases and the damage caused to producers, industry and ultimately consumers."

In addition to requiring reporting of the PED virus, USDA's announcement will also require tracking 
movements of pigs, vehicles, and other equipment leaving affected premises; however, movements would still be 
allowed. USDA is also working with industry partners to increase assistance to producers who have experienced 
PED virus outbreaks in other critical areas such as disease surveillance, herd monitoring and epidemiological and 
technical support.

As part of USDA's coordinated response, USDA's Farm Loan Programs is working with producers to provide 
credit options, including restructuring loans, similar to how the Farm Service Agency successfully worked 
with livestock producers affected by the blizzard in South Dakota. In the case of guaranteed loans, USDA is 
encouraging guaranteed lenders to use all the flexibility available under existing guarantees, and to use new 
guarantees where appropriate to continue financing their regular customers.

USDA is already providing assistance to researchers looking into this disease, with the Agricultural Research 
Service (ARS) working with the National Animal Disease Center in Ames, Iowa to make models of the disease 
transmission and testing feedstuffs. This modeling work is contributing to some experimental vaccines to treat 
animals with the disease. ARS also has a representative serving as a member of the Swine Health Board. USDA also 
provides competitive grant funding through the Agriculture and Food Research Initiative program and anticipates 
some applications on PED research will be submitted soon. In addition, USDA provides formula funds to states 
and universities through the Hatch Act and National Animal Health Disease Section 1433 for research activities 
surrounding this disease.

In conjunction with the pork industry, state and federal partners, the USDA is working to develop appropriate 
responses to the PED and Swine Delta Coronavirus. A question-and-answer sheet on today's reporting requirement 
is available on the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service website: http://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/
animal_health/2014/faq_ped_reporting.pdf. For a summary of USDA actions to date, additional information is 
available at: http://www.usda.gov/documents/pedv-summary-actions.pdf.
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Checkoff News...

As the first anniversary of confirmation of the PED 
virus in the United States nears, NPB continues to 
build an arsenal of information based on its nearly $2 
million in Pork Checkoff-funded research to date. This 
work will be aided by a decision by Cargill's Animal 
Nutrition and Pork Businesses to donate $150,000 for 
additional PED research directed by NPB.

"Cargill is committed to supporting research 
priorities related to PED," said Douglas Cook, director 
of innovation at Cargill's Provimi North America 
business, which includes the Akey brand, in Brookville, 
Ohio. "Cargill's Animal Nutrition and Pork businesses 
are pleased to provide the NPB with funding to be 
used for PED feed-related research priorities to advance 
knowledge on this critical topic for everyone in the 
pork industry."

Paul Sundberg, NPB's vice president of science and 
technology, said this investment is a welcome addition 
to the series of funding coming from groups outside of 
Pork Checkoff that will help further leverage Checkoff-
funded research into the costly disease.

"Our main goal with this round of research is to 
find answers to PED and feed-related questions as 
quickly and efficiently as possible," Sundberg said. "We 
appreciate the funding by Cargill and will continue to 

collaborate with all pork industry stakeholders to get 
practical results for farmers to use to save their pigs."

The top research priorities for this group of 
projects are: 

1) to investigate the effectiveness and cost of 
treatments that could be used to mitigate the 
survival of PED and other viruses in feeds, 

2) to conduct contamination risk assessments at all 
steps within the feed processing and delivery chain, 

3) to develop a substitute for the currently used 
swine bioassay procedures and 

4) to continue to investigate the risk of feed 
systems and other pathways for pathogen entry 
into the U.S.

To view the NPB's PED-related research and 
resources, go to www.pork.org/pedv.

Cargill Gives $150,000 to National Pork 
Board for PED Feed Research 

Statement of NPPC CEO Neil Dierks 
on USDA Requirement to Report PED 

The U.S. pork industry – National Pork Producers 
Council, the National Pork Board (NPB), American 
Association of Swine Veterinarians, producers and 
state animal health professionals – have been working 
with USDA on dealing with the PED virus and Swine 
Deltacorona Virus. NPPC was aware that the agency 
was considering a requirement to report to USDA 
occurrences of the diseases.

NPPC agrees with USDA’s decision not to restrict 

NPPC Update...
the movement of pigs, and it urges the agency to 
take practical approaches – ones that are workable 
for pork producers – to other related requirements it 
may impose. NPPC will provide input to USDA as it 
further develops responses to these devastating diseases. 
The USDA has expressed their desire to work with the 
industry to execute the details of this announcement.

The execution of the announcement will dictate 
NPPC’s future positions and allowing the movement 
of pigs is critically important to the pork industry. 
More information will follow as the details are 
developed.
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Reserve the “Little P ig Barn” for your event today!
At the 2012 Ag Expo, MPPA’s educational 

tool, the “Little Pig Barn,” which is a model 
finishing barn, made it’s first appearance. In 2013, 
MPPA added a second barn, moving the original 

barn to the Cass County Extension office.
Each barn features a slatted-floor, office, 

water nipple, working curtain, feed bins, fans, 
feed samples and informational panels that 

explain how farmers care for pigs indoors. 
The barns have appeared at many Breakfast 

on the Farm events, Small Animals day and a 
variety of county fairs and community events. 

You can reserve the barn for your event 
by contacting either Megan Sprague at  

sprague@mipork.org (517-853-3782) for the 
Lansing barn or Cass County Extension office 

at msue.cass@county.msu.edu (269-445-4438) 
for the Cass County barn. Supporting educational 
materials are also available from the MPPA office.
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