
Livestock Judging Team Kicks off Fall with Solid 
Finish at National Barrow Show

The Michigan State University (MSU) Livestock 
Judging Team started off its fall competition season 
with a promising finish at the National Barrow Show 
(NBS) in Austin, Minn.

The team placed eighth in the all-swine contest 
and took sixth in the oral reasons category. Team 
member Katie Cook was recognized as the second-high 
individual in oral reasons.

“The NBS results are a great indicator of where 
we’re at as a team and will be our benchmark as we 
strive for significant improvement as we continue 
into the fall season. This trip was a huge step in that 
direction, as we had the opportunity to develop our 
skills while visiting some of the nation’s leading show 
pig producers,” said team member Ali Harwell.

In preparation for the contest, judging team 
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Photo (left) taken at Huinker Yorkshires in Decorah, 
Iowa. Members of the judging team are pictured from 
left to right and are all residents of  Michigan: Coach 
Cody Sankey, Katie Cook (Animal Science, Goodrich), 
Jon Stelter (Agribusiness Management, Bridgeman) 
Beth Oliver (Agribusiness Management, Byron) 
Hannah Bollinger (Animal Science, Coopersville) Beth 
Wernette (Agribusiness Management/Animal Science, 
Remus) Sarah Kennedy (Animal Science, Saranac) 
Ali Harwell (Environmental Studies/Agriscience, 
Coldwater) Taylor Harrison (Animal Science, 
Coldwater) and Coach Alan Snedegar.

The MI Pork Sampler is MPPA’s new 
publication that will help you fill up on state 

and national pork news in between
 Michigan Pork helpings!

members practiced on 88 classes of hogs, including 
breeding gilts, market hogs and boars. Several of these 
workouts took place locally at the homes of MSU 
judging team alumni; the team was also invited to 
practice at farms located in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and 
Iowa.

The team is made up of eight members and is 
coached by Alan Culham, Cody Sankey and Alan 
Snedeger. The judging team recently competed in the 
Keystone International in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
and placed 2nd. overall. Their final competition is the 
North American International Livestock Exhibition in 
Louisville, Kentucky. 
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“National Pork Producers Council (NPPC) is 
reviewing the Humane Society of the United States 
(HSUS) complaint, but it appears there is no legal 
merit to this claim, and it is another desperate 
attempt by the radical activist group to severely 
curtail animal agriculture and take away consumer 

NPPC Update...
Statement of NPPC CEO Neil Dierks Concerning 
the HSUS Lawsuit on The Other White Meat Sale

National Pork Board Responds to HSUS Lawsuit

The lawsuit filed on Sept. 24th. by the HSUS 
against the U.S. secretary of agriculture and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture over the purchase by the 
National Pork Board (NPB) of The Other White Meat 
registered trademark challenges the legitimate purchase 
of a valuable business asset, NPB Chief Executive 
Officer Chris Novak said, “I find it unusual that 
HSUS is filing suit now over a decision that was made 
and approved more than six years ago,” Novak said.

The board purchased the trademark in 2006 from 
the NPPC, which created the trademark prior to the 
formation of the NPB in 1986. The NPB subsequently 
assumed all marketing responsibilities for pork. The 
sale price, agreed to by both boards and approved by 
the secretary of agriculture, was $35 million. NPPC 
agreed to finance the payments over 20 years, making 

Checkoff News...

food choices. What does 
merit concern, however, 
is the fact that HSUS 
preys on the emotions 
of domestic pet owners 
with deceptive advertising 
and fundraising. It raises 
money on images of 
abused puppies without 
homes, yet virtually 
none of those funds go 
to local shelters. Instead 
those dollars go toward 
multimillion dollar 

campaigns to attack family farmers and American 
meat production.”

“This also is the latest bullying tactic by HSUS 
in its efforts to force NPPC to abandon its position 
on allowing farmers to choose production practices 
that are best for the welfare of their animals. Over 
the past few months, HSUS has threatened NPPC 
with a Federal Trade Commission complaint; 
filed notice of its intent to sue a number of 
hog operations over alleged emissions reporting 
violations; and charged that NPPC was responsible 
for the deaths of hogs in barn fires because the 
organization asked to give input on national fire 
standards for agricultural facilities. All of the 
allegations lack merit.” 

(Above) NPPC CEO 
Neil Dierks.

the payment from the NPB 
$3 million annually.

“The Other White Meat is 
an incredibly valuable asset, 
which is why the board took 
steps in 2006 to ensure that 
it would always be owned 
by pork producers,” Novak 
said. “In 2000, Northwestern 
University conducted a study 
that determined that The 
Other White Meat was one 
of the five most recognizable 
taglines in contemporary 
advertising. So, it was 
important to producers that it be protected.”

And even though the board has transitioned 
its advertising to another tagline, Novak said, the 
Checkoff continues to use The Other White Meat, 
including it being featured this fall at meetings of the 
American Dietetic Association and with the Advisory 
Panel of Retail Dietitians.

(Above) NPB CEO Chris 
Novak.
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When locating corn and soybean meal for your 
pigs in the upcoming months, you should be aware 
of possible contamination by mycotoxins. According 
to University of Minnesota Extension Specialist Mark 
Whitney, mycotoxins are a very real threat to pork 
producers, especially after unusual weather events such 
as drought. He points out these specific mycotoxins as 
the ones to be most concerned about affecting pigs.

Aflatoxins - Produced under dry, hot growing 
conditions. Signs: anorexia; depression; reduced feed 
efficiency, milk production and appetite.

Zearalenone - Mimics the hormone estrogen, so it 
affects reproduction. Signs: swollen vulvas, shrunken 
testes, enlarged mammary glands, decreased fertility.

Deoxynivalenol (Vomitoxin) - Named because pigs 
that consume grain contaminated with it will vomit. 
Signs: feed refusal, vomiting.

T-2 Toxin - Produced during cool, wet weather. 
Signs: frequent defecation, vomiting, weight loss, feed 
refusal.

Fumonisin - Pigs are less susceptible to this than 
other animals. Signs: difficulty breathing, swelling and 
fluid in the lungs, blue ears.

Ochratoxin - Pigs are more susceptible to this 
than other animals. Signs: reduced growth and feed 
efficiency, liver and kidney damage.

Ergot - Reduces the size of blood vessels restricting 
blood flow. Signs: convulsions, staggers, decreased 
blood supply to extremities, tail loss.

For more information, contact Chris Hostetler 
at CHostetler@pork.org or at (515) 223-3447. 
Additional drought resources from the Pork Checkoff 
are available on pork.org.

Checkoff News continued...
Watch for Feed Quality Challenges This Fall

The Pork Checkoff recommends producers, farm 
personnel and others who have contact with pigs get 
the seasonal flu vaccination as soon as possible to help 

protect human and pig health.

“It’s always a smart decision for producers and 
swine farm workers to reduce the risk of getting sick 
and bringing the flu to the farm or workplace by 
getting vaccinated,” said Jennifer Koeman, director of 
producer and public health for the Pork Checkoff. “It 
also shows the industry’s ‘We Care’ ethical principle is 
in action to help protect employees, animals and public 
health.”

According to the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, all people over the age of 6 months of 
age should be immunized for influenza each year.

“People may remain contagious for up to five to 
seven days after getting sick,” Koeman said. “That’s 
why it’s so crucial that employers have a sick-leave 
policy that encourages those experiencing symptoms of 
influenza-like illness to stay home.”

At the farm level, good building ventilation and 
good hygiene can help reduce transmission of flu 
viruses.

“To prevent pigs and humans from other species’ 
influenza viruses, producers also should look at bird-
proofing their buildings, protecting feed from birds 
and enforcing biosecurity practices, such as the use of 
farm-specific clothing and footwear,” Koeman said.

According to Lisa Becton, Pork Checkoff’s director 
of swine health information and research, “It’s very 
important to monitor your herd’s health daily and 
contact your herd veterinarian if influenza is suspected. 
Rapid detection of influenza can help producers and 
their veterinarians implement appropriate strategies to 
better manage sick pigs. Visit www.flu.gov for more 
information about where you can get your flu vaccine.

Pork Checkoff Advises Producers and Workers to 
get Flu Vaccination

Happy 

Thanksgiving!
~
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture awarded 
$181,345 for four Michigan projects that will develop 
and demonstrate innovative conservation approaches 
that can be adopted by farmers and forestland owners. 
“These projects will help address real conservation 
concerns of Michigan agricultural producers,” said 
Garry Lee, state Conservationist for the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).

The Conservation Innovation Grant funds were 
awarded through a competitive applications process 
and are administered by NRCS. Michigan projects 
were eligible for a maximum individual grant award of 
$75,000 that can cover up to half of the project cost. 

With the support of Michigan Pork Producers 
Association, the Michigan Wildlife Conservancy, 
whose offices are located in Bath, was awarded a 
$19,480 grant. This grant will help them develop and 
implement a series of targeted presentations aimed at 
increasing landowner awareness and ability to scout, 
trap and properly dispose of feral swine statewide. 

NRCS Announces Conservation Innovation Grant 
for Michigan Wildlife Conservancy’s Feral Swine 
Projects

Tyson Foods, Inc. announced it is launching a 
program to personally audit the treatment of animals 
at the livestock and poultry farms that supply their 
company.

“Our company is made up of ethical, responsible and 
compassionate people, and we believe the family farmers 
who supply us share our values,” said Donnie Smith, 
president and CEO of Tyson Foods.“We know more 
consumers want assurance their food is being produced 
responsibly, and we think two important ways to do that 
are by conducting on-farm audits while also continuing 
to research ways to improve how farm animals are raised.”

Smith continued “We believe the farmers who supply 
us are the best in the world, and I think the audits will 
verify this,” Smith said.  “But, if we find problems, we 
want them fixed right away.  To our knowledge, no other 
major U.S. meat or poultry company offers this kind of 
service to its farmers, customers and consumers.”

Tyson currently works with more than 12,000 
independent livestock and poultry farmers.  This includes 
3,000 family hog farmers. 

Tyson Foods Announces new Audit Program to Help 
Ensure Responsible On-Farm Treatment of Animals 
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