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PageSpotlight 

K
evin Turner wasn’t born into a farming family but spent 
summers and spare time at his grandparents’ who raised 
beef cattle and swine.  He grew up in the little Northeastern, 
Michigan village of Prescott, Michigan and attended 
Whittemore-Prescott High School.  

“I was actively involved in 4-H as a kid, exhibiting just about every 
species possible at the Iosco County Fair and showing pigs at the state 
fair,” he said.  “In high school I became heavily involved in the FFA, which 
only strengthened my bond and passion for agriculture.  Around this time, 
I secured my first paying job at Mackinaw Land and Cattle Company where 
I worked as a farm hand through all of high school and summers following 
graduation.”

Kevin attended Michigan State University majoring in Agricultural 
Business Management and minoring in Food Industry Management.  He 
worked as a student employee at the MSU Swine Teaching and Research 
Facility until graduating in 2004.  After graduation, he moved to Iowa 
to work in the Iowa Select Farms Management Trainee Program.  After 
working as a breeding department manager and interim farm manager 
for Iowa Select, he returned to Michigan State University as the Assistant 
Manager of the Swine Teaching and Research Facility in April of 2006.  
Since returning 15 years ago, he obtained his Master’s Degree in Swine 
Nutrition and was promoted to farm manager.

“I manage two to three full time employees and approximately six to 
12 student employees,” Kevin said. “As a whole, we are responsible for 
the daily chores and health care of the 250 sow farrow-to-finish unit that 
houses 1,200 to 2,000 animals at any given time.  I ensure that the three 
parts of our mission: teaching, research and outreach are met.”

As part of his position, Kevin teaches a swine clerkship course and 
assists with teaching other courses.  He hosts laboratories for many other 
courses throughout the school year.  Kevin also coordinates all of the 
research that is conducted at the facility among many other duties.

By: Emily Schmitt

MPPA PROGRAM 
DIRECTOR

Meet MPPA 
Board 

Member 
Kevin 

Turner

At right, Kevin spends time 
with his Wife, Erin, and 

daughters Emma and Kiley.
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Above, new MPPA board member 
Kevin Turner marks market hogs 

in the finisher portion of the MSU 
Swine Teaching and Research Farm.

One of Kevin’s favorite roles is 
working with his students.

“I think it’s important to 
continue to train the next 
generation of students who will 
hopefully stay in the swine sector 
and help to improve our industry 
for the future,” he said.  “I take a 
great deal of pride in my student 
employees and seeing them 
succeed when they graduate.”

While Kevin may not be a 
traditional owner/producer, he 
does have a strong connection to 
the industry and offers a unique 
point of view on the board 
because of his past work.

“I’ve been blessed with so 
many people in my life who’ve 
helped get me to where I am 
today,” he said.  “My story 
reads like a book with chapters, 
each person being a bridge to 
the next.  It started with my 
grandfather and uncle who 
raised hogs and cattle and carted 
me all over to buy pigs and show.  
Then my junior ag club advisor, 
Mrs. D, who made me experience 
the whole of what agriculture 
has to provide.  My first boss Mr. 
Rosenow challenged me to think 
about the future of agriculture, 
be it new trends or challenges 
that might arise.  My aunt hauled 
me from my dorm in Brody Hall 
to the swine farm to interview 
with Mr. Snedegar for a job. 
From there I was hooked, and 
I’ve never looked back.  I know I 
missed some people and there 
have been several since, but 
the ag community is a family 
consisting of amazing people, 
once you’re in, you’re in.  Swine 

Dennis Wooden 

(269) 445-8066 
(517) 937-5568 (cell)
dkswine@yahoo.com
Cassopolis, MI

Production Tested F1 • Hampshire Duroc, Yorkshire, • F1 Service Age 
Boars • Open, F1 & Purebred Gilts • Fresh Semen Available • Delivery 

Available • High Health, High Quality 4H & FFA Show Pigs Available  

Wooden Purebred Swine FarmsWooden Purebred Swine Farms

production isn’t just a job for me, 
it’s who I am.”

Kevin is looking forward to 
serving on the MPPA board and the 
future opportunities for the pork 
industry.

“There are continuously growing 
pressures on our industry and 
it’s important for producers of 
all shapes and sizes to be able 
to find common ground for a 
like cause and MPPA offers that 
opportunity,” he said.  “The 
stronger our association is, the 
stronger our state’s industry is. I 
think as in industry, we have the 
opportunity to continue to grow 
our markets both domestically and 
internationally as long as we have 
a safe pork supply and can manage 
the threats of foreign disease.”

In Kevin’s spare time, he enjoys 
spending time with his wife, Erin, 
and daughters, Emma [4] and Kiley 
[2].

“I love to spend time with my 
girls,” he said.  “We build forts, 

have dance parties, and go 
on adventures around South 
Campus to see wildlife and find 
creepy crawlers.  I’m also an avid 
outdoorsman. I specifically enjoy 
fishing for walleye.”
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PagePresident’s 

I
am Brian Pridgeon, the new President of Michigan Pork Producers and 
a seventh-generation pig farmer from Montgomery, Michigan.  I often 
tell people that if they have ever found themselves in Montgomery, 
it was not on purpose. Pridgeon Farms is a farrow-to-finish hog farm 
raising PIC genetics and marketing our pigs through United Producers 

to Indiana Pack.  We also raise corn, soybeans, and wheat on 4,000 acres 
in southeastern Branch County.  What I most appreciate about my farm is 
that I get to work alongside my family. I currently farm with Bill (my dad), 
Mike (my uncle), and Paul (my brother).  I was fortunate to farm alongside 
my Grandfather, Dean Pridgeon, for 5 years before he passed. Dean 
modeled hard work and a love for the seasons.  My family also modeled the 
importance of serving your industry.

I joined the MPPA Board in 2010 replacing Dave Cheney. I quickly 
appreciated the commitment that my fellow board members demonstrated 
to grow and safeguard our industry.  To date, this board, along with our state 
and national organizations, are working to elevate pork’s place in the meat 
counter, to find solutions for the current labor shortages, and to answer the 
challenge our industry faces with keeping African Swine Fever contained in 
the Dominican Republic and out of the United States.

Board meetings will feel different as Dennis Wooden and Fred Walcott 
have both recently retired from serving on the board.  Dennis joined the 
MPPA board more than 30 years ago, and Fred joined in 2006. We will 
miss each of their leadership and perspectives on the board.  Dennis has an 
infectious laugh and deep care for our industry.  I consider Fred a mentor 

and will miss not serving alongside 
my friend.  I replaced Fred on the 
Michigan Commission of Agriculture, 
where I served for four years.  I thank 
both of these men for their many 
years of service.

I step into this role thankful that 
our previous President, Pat Albright, 
modeled the way for leadership and 
navigating the board through our 
ongoing challenge to the Michigan 
Department of Environment, Great 
Lakes & Energy and the National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) permit, and 
ultimately how to conduct the 
business of the association amidst 
the constraints that COVID placed on 
us.  I look forward to serving as your 
president for the next two years.

“By Way of Introduction”

By: Brian Pridgeon
MPPA PRESIDENT

MPPA Board President Brian 
Pridgeon with his  grandfather, 

the late Dean Pridgeon.
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Pictured above, MPPA officers:  
Jeff Russcher, Andy White, Brian 

Pridgeon and Tim Kruithoff. At right, 
MPPA CEO Mary Kelpinski presents 

Dennis Wooden with a pig plate gift as 
he retires from the board of directors.

Customized Nutrition
that Works for you!

•  Net Energy Formulation

•  Supplemental Enzymes

•  Crystalline Amino Acids

•  Best-Cost Formulation
10015 Pierce St, Zeeland, Michigan
Ben Kamp (616) 291-3697

Certified Distributor for:

MPPA Elects New Officers, Fills Two Board Seats

T
he Michigan Pork 
Producers Association 
Board of Directors 
elected officers at 
their annual meeting 

in June 2021. The board elected 
Brian Pridgeon of Montgomery as 
President, Andy White of Jones 
as Vice President, Jeff Russcher 
of Holland as Secretary and Tim 
Kruithoff of Kent City as Treasurer. 
Pridgeon took over as board 
President from past President Pat 
Albright of Coldwater.

The board recently elected Kevin 
Turner of East Lansing to the board, 
filling a vacant position left by the 
retirement of Dennis Wooden of 
Cassopolis. Turner is currently the 
Michigan State University Swine 
Research and Teaching Farm 
Manager. The board also elected 
Craig Jipping of Hamilton at the 
September meeting to fill the 
vacant seat left by Fred Walcott of 
Allendale. 

MPPA CEO Mary Kelpinski thanks 
Pat Albright for his term as 

President of the MPPA board.
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My DeskAcross

W
e hear that word a lot lately. There are a growing 
number of products on the grocery store shelves that 
indicate they were raised or grown in a sustainable 
way, but what does that mean and who should define 
it?

I think the definition can be very different for distinct people or 
businesses. The definition that I think is most widely accepted is from the 
United Nations. They define sustainability as meeting the needs of today’s 
generation without sacrificing the needs of future generations.

Sustainability for pig farmers is something you are doing every day by 
nurturing the environment, improving efficiency, and doing what’s right for 
people, pigs, and the planet. Farmers need a way to take credit for the work 
you have already done, show the progress you are making, and prove you 
are committed to continuous improvement.

Fortunately, the Pork Checkoff 
has developed a program offering 
customized On-Farm Sustainability 
Reports for producers. These 
reports will help track, measure, 
monitor and report the on-farm 
sustainability story for each farm, 
state, and the U.S. pork industry as 
a whole.

The Sustainability Report 
provides metrics for manure, 
water, and community, showing 
improvements in a farm’s carbon 
footprint, soil loss and soil quality. 
They put the information in terms 
consumers can understand like 
dump trucks of soil saved or energy 

“Sustainability: What does it mean 
to consumers?”

By: Mary Kelpinski

MPPA CHIEF
EXECUTIVE  

OFFICER

Farmers need a 
way to take credit 
for the work you 

have already done, 
show the progress 

you are making 
and prove you 
are committed 
to continuous 
improvement.

Fowler, Mich.

Denny Thelen, Regional Sales Manager
Call:  (989) 640-1091
Email:  dthelen@uproducers.com
Web:  www.uproducers.com
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Reports such as this sample 
at right will be available for 

farmers to showvase their 
strides in sustainability.

saved in terms of number of cars 
off the road.

The reports also give you 
a sustainable continuous 
improvement plan that shows 
the progress you have achieved, 
short-term goals and long-term 
goals with the improvements that 
can be made along the way.

All the data is farmer-owned. You 
determine when and how to share 
data and reports. The reports can 
be shared with financial institutions, 
suppliers, and customers to help 
build trust. They can also be shared 
with Michigan Pork Producers 
Association and the National Pork 
Board to help us tell the pork 
industry’s sustainability story to 
legislators and consumers. 

Customers, whether they are 
food companies or everyday 
shoppers, are asking for this 
information. They want sustainable 
products today. We need to show 
that Pork is part of the solution 
and give consumers permission to 
choose pork.

Please contact me if you would 
like to get a Sustainability Report 
for your farm. The program has 
been developed and paid for with 
your Pork Checkoff dollars.

If pig farmers are proactive and 
take the steps to tell their story, we 
can define what sustainability is for 
our farms instead of allowing others 
to do it for us.

Conservation Practice Acres of Practice

Buffer 6

Wetland 3

Pollinator     
Habitat 1

→→

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

2020 ON-FARM PRACTICES REPORT

About ABC Farms
In Central Iowa John and 
Jane Doe established their 
farrow to finishing operation 
in the early 2000s. As they 
continued to grow, new 
facilities were built in 2005. John and Jane 
have three children, Jack, Joey, and Jill. Each 
member of the family plays a role in the day to 
day operations.

Quantifying the Impact of 
Actual Farm Practices
The benefits were determined through 
EcoPractices’ unique process that is able to 
pinpoint the influence of specific agricultural 
practices. While agricultural practices have 
progressed to better care for natural resources, 
the ability to quantify the influence these 
practices have on sustainability has not kept 
pace. ABC Farms seeks to put evidence-based 
measurements to its farm practices. Having such 
data brings more depth to decision-making. 
Short- and long-term goals can be based upon 
more meaningful information.

S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y  A N A LY S I S

Feed is grown for pork production. The manure produced provides macro- 
and micro-nutrients to the crops while adding organic matter to the soil.

247 acres from 3 fields

9,000 Total Pigs/Year

NATIONAL PORK BOARD’S  
ENVIRONMENTAL INIT IATIVE

WE CARE PRINCIPLES –  PEOPLE,  P IGS,  & 
PLANET

The ethical principles for U.S. Pork 
Producers includes the Environment. This includes the use of manure 
as a valuable resource in a manner that safeguards air and water 
quality; includes air quality from production facilties to minimize the 
impact on neighbors and the community; and includes managing 
operations to protect the quality of natural resources.

The We Care initiative was launched in 2008 as a joint 
effort of the National Pork Board, the National Pork 
Producers Council (NPPC), and state organizations 
representing farmers. Through the We Care initiative, 
we hope to earn the public’s trust by making this industry better for all 
concerned — animals, farmers, food industry partners, and consumers 
worldwide.

❯ Air Quality
❯ Carbon Footprint
❯ Emergency Action Plan
❯ Farm Waste and Site

Management

❯ Food Safety
❯ Animal Well-Being
❯ Environment

❯ Public Health
❯ Our People
❯ Our Communities

❯ Feed Management
❯ Manure Management
❯ Mortality Management
❯ Water Conservation

Iowa

Type Barns Capacity
Finisher 1 4,500

ABC 
FARMS

Crop % Acres Yield
Corn Grain 82% 198 bu/ac

Soybean 18% 63 bu/ac

EXAMPLE
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HealthSwine    

T
he Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
(MDARD) wanted to let you know about the National Animal 
Health Monitoring System (NAHMS) Swine 2021 study currently 
being conducted. The research from this study will provide 
valuable insights into the nation’s swine population, benefitting 

not only various stakeholder groups, but producers themselves. 

While the study was initially delayed due to COVID-19, the current 
research effort consists of two segments focusing and reporting on two 
distinct U.S. swine populations. First, the Small Enterprise segment of the 
study will concentrate on swine operations with fewer than 1,000 pigs 
and is going on now. The objectives of this segment of the study include 
estimating the use of newer husbandry technologies being adopted by 
smaller U.S. swine operations and providing information on the growing 
niche-market products these operations produce.

Second, the Large Enterprise segment of the study will take an in-depth 
look at swine operations with 1,000 or more pigs and will take place 
between July 2021 and January 2022. This portion of the study is designed 
to provide participants and industry stakeholders with a benchmark of 
information on the U.S. swine industry. Also, the information collected 
will contribute to critically important epidemiologic surveillance to inform 
disease management and preparedness strategies to further safeguard the 
swine industry. 

Overall, the information gained through both segments of the NAHMS 
Swine 2021 study will serve as a basis for education and research related 
to swine health and management, which will benefit participants, industry, 
academia, trading partners, and animal-health officials alike. In addition, 
the study will help the USDA to objectively measure how swine producers’ 
livelihoods (e.g., production parameters) were affected in 2020 and share 
that information with decision makers. USDA will also use data gathered to 
combat misinformation (e.g., housing and medication use).

If producers are contacted by the National Agricultural Statistics Service 
(NASS) regarding this study, MDARD encourages participation as the results 
will benefit all of those who are connected to the swine industry. In addition, 
producers in large enterprises can get free enteric microbe tests and testing 
for Seneca Valley Virus. Also, if participating, please note that the responses 
to survey questions and results from testing are entirely confidential. 

If you have questions or would like to participate, please contact Dr. 
Cherie Collins at CollinsC3@Michigan.gov.

“Swine Health Update”

By: Dr. Cherie Collins

SWINE PROGRAM
 MANAGER, 

MDARD
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United States Department of Agriculture 

NAHMS Swine 2021 Large Enterprise Study
2021 Study Launch
August 2020

From July 2021 through January 2022, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National Animal 
Health Monitoring System (NAHMS), in collaboration 
with the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS), will conduct its sixth national study 
of U.S. large enterprise swine operations. 

This study will take an in-depth look at U.S. swine 
operations with 1,000 or more pigs and provide 
new information regarding health and management 
practices in the U.S. swine industry. Approximately 
2,700 operations will be selected from 13 of the 
Nation’s top swine-producing States (Figure 1.) 
representing about 90 percent of U.S. swine operations 
with 1,000 or more pigs. 

Study Objectives 

The Swine 202  Large Enterprise study is designed to 
provide participants and industry stakeholders with 
benchmarking information on the U.S. swine industry. 
Information collected will contribute to critically 
important epidemiologic surveillance that will inform 
disease management and preparedness strategies to 
safeguard the swine industry. 

1

“NAHMS is a great tool to better understand
the burden of disease in the U.S. swine herd. 
It also provides data for further analyses and
characterization of different populations within 
the industry, which ultimately provides insights 
into disease trends. Participating will contribute
to the representativeness of the study.” 

Dr. Cesar Corzo, DVM, PhD, Associate Professor 
and Leman Chair in Swine Health & Productivity, 
Department of Veterinary Population Medicine, 
University of Minnesota 

Study objectives were developed based on multiple 
focus group discussions with industry (representatives 
from the National Pork Board, National Pork 
Producers Council, and the American Association of 
Swine Veterinarians) and through input from industry 
stakeholders via an online survey. This study will 

▪ Describe current U.S. swine production practices
related to housing, productivity, biosecurity, and 
morbidity and mortality prevention, 

▪ Determine the producer-reported prevalence
of select pathogens in weaned market pigs, 

▪ Describe antimicrobial stewardship and use
patterns, and 

▪ Evaluate the presence of select economically
important pathogens, and characterize isolated 
organisms from biological specimens. 

Figure 1. States participating in the NAHMS
Swine 2021 Large Enterprise Study 

States Participating 

WA 

OR 

CA 

MT 

ID 

NV 

AZ 

UT 

WY 

CO 

NM 

TX 

OK 

KS 

NE 

SD 

ND 
MN 

IA 

MO 

AR 

LA 

MS 
AL 

GA 

FL 

SC 
TN 

NC 

IL 

WI 
MI 

OH 
IN 

KY 

WV VA 

PA 

NY 

ME 

VT 
NH 

NJ 
DE 

MD 

Washington D.C. 

MA 

CT 
RI 

AK 

HI 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
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Create an AgView Account to Prepare for an FAD 
Outbreak

A
gView uniquely 
makes pig movement 
data instantly 
available, with 
the producer’s 

permission, to animal health officials. 
This is important for rapid disease 
traceback on day one of a foreign 
animal disease (FAD) outbreak. 
AgView is available at no cost to 
pork producers of all types and sizes.

Business Continuity in the Face of 
African Swine Fever

On any single day in the U.S., 1 
million pigs travel down the road 
moving from one site to another. 
This commonly cited estimate may 
even be on the conservative side. 
Regardless, animal-to-animal contact 
due to transportation, especially in 
big numbers, is the most common 
pathway for disease to spread.

“We don’t know when or where an 
FAD might break out. But, the more 
quickly and accurately we can track 
down pig movements and contain 
the disease, the better off producers 
and pigs will be,” says Patrick Webb, 
DVM, Acting Chief Veterinarian for 
the National Pork Board (NPB).  

That reality is the driving 
force behind AgView, a Pork 
Checkoff-funded online platform. It 
pulls together a producer’s premises 
identification, pig movements, 
Secure Pork Supply information and, 
eventually, FAD diagnostic records, 
into one secure spot for a state 
veterinarian to request access as 
needed. It is in place for emergency 

management purposes should an 
FAD, such as African swine fever 
(ASF), reach the United States.

AgView Is for Farms of All Sizes 
and Types

A 2020 study by Iowa State 
University economists estimates 
the impact of an ASF outbreak to 
the U.S. pork industry at $15 billion 
to $50 billion, depending on how 
quickly it can be contained. Export 
markets would automatically close to 
U.S. pork and remain so until it was 
clear the virus was being eliminated.

Bottom line, even if an FAD does 
not reach their pigs, the disease 
will impact all U.S. pig farmers, 
regardless of operation size or type.

“We need everybody to create 
an AgView account – whether you 
are a large, small, niche or show pig 
producer – I don’t care why you’re 
raising a pig, we need you in the 
system,” Webb says.

AgView delivers important 
information, including disease status 

updates, premises information and 
pig-movement data for contact 
tracing.

“It is critical for state veterinarians 
and USDA, who will be responding 
to an FAD, to have the most accurate 
information in front of them quickly 
so they can determine where the 
disease is and where it likely is not; 
and were to deploy resources,” 
Webb said. 

Movement records need to include 
pigs of any age and any time they 
are moved. That means show pigs, 
cull animals or pigs moving between 
production sites such as weaned and 
growing pigs.

“It doesn’t matter if it’s a 
paper-permitted movement or 
not,” Webb said. “The movement 
of finisher pigs to the packing plant 
doesn’t have a paper that goes with 
it, but we need that information to 
be readily accessible to state animal 
health officials in the event of an 
FAD investigation.”
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Setting Up an AgView Account Is Easy

All pork producers are able to create a free AgView 
account online. Producers can request assistance with 
their AgView account by calling 800-767-5675 or 
sending an email to help@agview.com.

Streamline Data Input

There are easy ways to input swine movement and 
premises data:

You can add premises and movement data through 
the AgView dashboard.

You can use the AgView Excel template or map your 
own Excel file on the AgView system for data upload.

If you work with a record provider who has an 
application programming interface (API) with AgView, 
the premises and movement data can automatically 
move into AgView, with your permission.

“Think of an API as a bridge between two record 
systems that allows data to flow,” Webb said.

MetaFarms has a working API system that links with 
AgView. NPB is working with other record providers as 
well.

NPB has made every effort to ensure the producer 
data within AgView is confidential and secure. All the 
data is encrypted and is not readable by outside sources. 
Also, all producer information is stamped as business/
trade confidential data. This adds extra security as it 
prevents access through public disclosure laws.

How Producer and Premises Information Is Shared

Should an FAD reach the U.S. swine population, 
AgView spots and tracks the disease quickly to minimize 
transmission.

Business continuity is the goal and key to that 
is information sharing, but power remains with the 
producer. The user is the only one who can allow the 
state animal health official to access their AgView data

Here’s a snapshot of how producers share premises 
information:

A confirmed or suspected case of an FAD is reported 
to the state veterinarian or animal health office.

The state animal health official uses AgView to request 
producer data based on the affected premises’ location.

An email, including the reason for the request, is 
sent from AgView to the producer associated with the 
premises.

The producer clicks ‘SHARE’ in the Share Request tab 
within AgView.

Create a Free AgView Account Today

Visit https://manage.agview.com/create-account to 
get started.

More AgView information can be found on page 24.
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While USDA and commodity organizations have 
focused recently on the economic devastation an 
African Swine Fever outbreak could cost the U.S. 
market, swine producers are well aware of the 
devastating effects that Porcine Reproductive and 
Respiratory Syndrome Virus (PRRSv) can have on their 
herd. Infection by the virus causes stunted growth, 
reproductive failure and often death; the disease costs 
North American pork producers over $660M in lost 
revenue annually, and similar pig health and economic 
impacts are reported globally. Although PRRSv was first 
detected in U.S. pigs 30 years ago, effective vaccines 
or drugs proven to eradicate this disease are not yet 
available.  

Animal science researchers at University of 
Missouri and Kansas State University scored a major 
breakthrough against PRRSv in studies reported 5 years 
ago this December (1). Using a gene-editing tool called 
the CRISPR/Cas9 system, they produced pigs that are 
profoundly resistant to infection by the virus. Pigs can 
be infected by PRRSv because they have a specific gene 
(called CD163) that encodes a protein on the surface of 
lung defense cells (macrophages) that is critical for the 
virus to enter the lung cell and cause infection of the 
animal.  Using the CRISPR/Cas9 system, “gene-edited” 
pigs were produced that lack CD163.  The pigs were 
then placed in pens with control pigs (animals that 
still produced CD163) and all animals were challenged 
with a standardized dose of PRRS virus. In this key 
study, the control pigs became ill and showed clinical 
and tissue level signs of virus associated with acute 

UPDATE: Progress Towards 
PRRSv-Resistant Pigs

Dave Thompson, Michigan State University 
Extension Educator, thom1637@msu.edu 

Madonna Benjamin, Michigan State University 
Extension Swine Vet, gemus@cvm.msu.edu
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PRRS infection, yet none of the 
gene-edited/CD163 “knock-out” pigs 
showed signs of illness, and tissue 
sampling demonstrated they were 
free of virus.  Importantly, the fetus 
of knock-out dams is protected 
from PRRSv (1), demonstrating that 
resistance is heritable.

Subsequent studies by these 
and other investigators confirmed 
that the PRRSv-resistant knock-out 
pigs are healthy with performance 
characteristics similar to healthy, 
traditional pigs. 

Why is this gene editing system 
so exciting?  First, when compared 
with selecting against disease 
using traditional selective breeding 
techniques, these studies show that 
the CRISPR/Cas9 system could be 
used to produce PRRSv-resistant 
pigs far more efficiently and 
quickly. Second, while it may seem 
like semantics, the CRISPR/Cas9 
technique does not require insertion 
of DNA from other species into the 

pigs; instead, it selectively deletes 
the segment of the pig’s DNA that 
would encode for the CD163/PRRSv 
receptor.  These findings have been 
extended by studies showing that it 
is sufficient to knock out only a very 
small portion of the CD163-encoding 
gene (2), and that CRISPR/Cas9 
can be used to knock out genes in 
pigs required for infection by other 
important viruses that are difficult 
to prevent or treat, including TGEv 
(3).

Observations indicating that 
CD163 knock out pigs appear normal 
in every other respect are also 
critical; preservation of pig health 
and performance as well as human 
food safety are all critical hurdles 
that will need to be cleared before 
PRRSv-resistant pigs can progress 
out of research laboratories and into 
the real world. 

Genus, the parent company 
of PIC, is progressing the 

PRRSv-resistant pig under an 
exclusive license from University 
of Missouri. In 2019 they formed 
a strategic partnership with 
BCA, a Chinese animal genetics 
company with high level expertise 
in pork production and experience 
navigating the regulatory approval 
process in China. Progressing 
an application for approval of 
a PRRSv-resistant pig through 
China’s regulatory system, where 
half the world’s commercial pork is 
produced and consumed and where 
losses attributable to PRRSv are 
even greater than in the U.S., is a 
reasonable strategy.

So, when will PRRSv-resistant 
pig lines be available for use in 
commercial pig production systems 
in the U.S. and other markets?  
We posed that question recently 
to Steve Brody and Ernst Von 
Orsouw, leaders in the regulatory 
arm of Genus/PIC responsible for 
progressing this technology through 
appropriate regulatory channels in 
the U.S., China and other markets. 
Based on their comments, it will 
likely be several years before we see 
pigs on the ground at commercial 
operations, and a lot of additional 
hurdles will have to be overcome 
first. At this point, they estimate that 
approval should be achieved first 
in the U.S. The findings described 
above, though extremely exciting, 
will need to be validated through 
repeated, large-scale testing. It 
will be critical to demonstrate, 
for example, that the edited gene 
is stable over time and across 
multiple breeding cycles, and has 
no long-term negative effects on 
pig health, growth characteristics or 
reproductive performance. 

Photo courtesy of Steve Brody, Genus/PIC.

PRRSv-resistant piglets
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Will there be gene-edited pig lines made resistant to 
multiple diseases?  We explored the idea of “stacking” 
2 or more gene edits (to achieve desirable traits) 
within an animal; say, include separate edits that would 
simultaneously confer resistance to PRRSv, TGEv (3) and 
PEDv.  For now, Brody and Von Orsouw noted that the 
focus at Genus/PIC is squarely on achieving approvals 
across multiple markets for the PRRSv-resistant pig.  
However, the technology clearly holds potential for 
being usefully applied to other important diseases that 
afflict pigs.

Since our interview with Genus/PIC, separate 
announcements issued by the USDA and FDA  could 
have major implications for livestock producers and for 
the biotechnology community.  

FDA announced late last year the approval of the 
first-ever gene-altered pig (5).  Patent approval was 
granted to Revicor Inc for the GalSafe® pig, which is 
gene-edited in a way that prevents alpha-galactose from 
attaching to pig cell surfaces, including edible tissues. 
People with alpha-gal syndrome (AGS, also known as 
Mammalian Meat Allergy) would be able to consume 
pork from alpha-gal pigs without suffering allergic 
reactions, which sometimes can be severe. However, 
due to cost considerations, a more practical role for 
these pigs will likely come in human medicine. Since 
tissue collected from these animals lack alpha-gal sugar 
which can cause immune rejection in some transplant 
patients, these gene-edited pigs could be useful in organ 
and tissue transplants and production of other critical 
medical reagents. GalSafe® pig thus becomes the first 
intentional genomic altered animal approved by FDA for 
use as both human food and medical therapeutics.

On Dec 28, 2020 USDA announced it would 
begin soliciting public comment on an Advanced 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPR) aimed at 
transitioning several critical responsibilities of the animal 
biotechnology regulatory oversight process from FDA 
into USDA (6).  This change, if adopted, would include 

much of the oversight governing genetically modified 
food animals, including PRRSv-resistant pigs.  According 
to the proposed changes, USDA would continue to 
work closely with FDA to ensure the safety of these 
food products.  It is generally agreed that U.S. pork and 
other meat producers would welcome the proposed 
changes which could lead to a more streamlined, 
risk-proportionate and predictable approval process for 
animal biotechnology products. However, there is no 
evidence this change in oversight responsibilities will 
occur anytime soon, if at all.
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The MSU-Extension Pork Team is in the final stages 
of a project designed to increase awareness and 
preparedness of pork producers for a foreign animal 
disease outbreak.  This project was funded by Michigan 
Pork Producers Association and focuses on farmers 
and 4-H youth who own pigs housed in Branch County, 
MI.  Branch County was selected due to its substantial 
and diverse pork producer population that includes 
large and small farms and a large contingent of 
show pig enthusiasts. The survey and outreach were 
designed to help develop an emergency contact list 
of pig owners that could be used in the event of a 
Foreign Animal Disease (FAD) outbreak in the U.S., and 
to increase awareness on how to prepare for such an 
event.  Through the survey and follow-up processes, 
MSU-Extension/Pork Team staff also hope to learn more 
about how farmers currently view the threat of a FAD 
outbreak to their operations. The project was launched 
last August, and surveys are still being collected while 
educational outreach continues for farmers interested 
in learning more. The team has collected sufficient data, 
however, to draw some preliminary conclusions and 
wanted to share those with MPPA members at this time.

Survey of Pig Owners

The survey was developed and administered using 
Qualtrics™ and consists of 7 main questions, including: 
county and township their farm is located in, if they 
currently have pigs on their farm, how to best describe 
their operation, estimate of how many pigs they raise per 
year, if they work with a vet, and if they would be willing 
to discuss their operation with a survey team member. 

The survey, which requires 3-5 min to complete, was 
initially sent electronically to Branch County residents 
registered with Pork.Checkoff’s PQA certification 
program.  Four weeks later, it was re-sent electronically 
to the same list.  Hard copy versions of the survey 
were sent by regular mail in October to Branch County 
residents who are registered members of MPPA; the 
mailing included an addressed and stamped return 

envelope. Other efforts to expand participation included 
promotional stories (that contained QRCodes and links 
directly to the survey) in the local newspapers, Facebook 
blasts to local 4-H youth who show pigs, advertisements 
in The Budget (a weekly publication designed to reach 
the local Amish community), Farmer’s Day presentations 
and multiple descriptions of the survey with our contact 
information broadcast on local radio.

Responses to the survey

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the survey delivery 
format was converted from individual/in-person farm 
visits to exclusive use of surveys delivered electronically 
or by regular mail. This loss of face-to-face contact, 
along with survey/ZOOM/remote learning fatigue 
reported frequently, probably contributed to a low 
response rate (less than 50%) to the survey thus 
far.  As of late June, 28 surveys have been completed 
and returned; 12 responded from surveys distributed 
electronically by MSU-Extension and 16 responded to 
the same survey delivered by regular mail from the 
MPPA office to MPPA members.  Some farmers may have 
been more comfortable responding to the paper survey, 
which afforded the opportunity to write in comments 
to the questions. It is also possible that MPPA members 
surveyed are more comfortable responding to questions 
coming from the commodity organization to which they 
belong rather than the university. 

When contacted by phone, several members of 
the community reported that their current concerns 
were directed more at other issues that were of 
immediate concern rather than a potential FAD 
outbreak somewhere in the U.S.  Some stated that their 
investment in pigs is too small to justify significant 
attention at this time; they have extra pen space and 
would simply hold pigs on their farms if affected by a 
quarantine.

High response rate among large producers.  All 
(10/10) Branch County pork producers raising 500 

Lessons from a Survey to Assess Foreign Animal Disease 
Preparedness Among Pig Owners in One Michigan County

Lizzy Asker, Casey Zangaro, Beth Ferry, Sarah Fronczak and                                                                                        
Dave Thompson, Michigan State University Extension Pork Team

2021, Vol. 26 No.2    Page 4 



or more pigs annually responded to either the initial 
electronic or first hard copy survey.  Large producers 
would have more to lose if an FAD outbreak shut down 
pig movement for more than a few days.  Smaller 
operations, especially those raising pigs on pasture, 
could more easily absorb disruptions associated with an 
extended STOP movement order than large operations, 
and this is likely an important factor in their low 
response rate. 

Most respondents are interested in additional 
information about FADs.  Survey participants were 
asked if they would be interested in being contacted 
by MSU-Extension to learn more about preparing 
for an FAD.  Over 60% (18/28) responded that they 
would like to be contacted.  Some participants who 
preferred not to be contacted further regarding FAD 
preparations were individuals from large operations who 
had participated in Secure Pork Supply (SPS) planning 
exercises offered by MSU-Extension in early 2019.

Some pigs are located on premises that lack a 
Premise ID Numbers (PIN).  While all large farms 
responding to the survey have PINs, some small farms 
and youth exhibitors do not. Having a PIN that can be 
used to trace animals and diagnostic samples to specific 
farm locations is an essential requirement for resume 
movement permits in the event of an FAD outbreak in 
the U.S. 

Over half of responding farmers work with a 
veterinarian.  In the Branch County Survey about half 
(16/28) of respondents stated that they work with a 
veterinarian.  This included all larger operations (10/10 
raising >500 pigs), but only a small percentage of small 
farms (6 raising <25 pigs with 2 having 0 pigs currently).  
Current SPS guidelines recommend that all farms have 
an Enhanced Biosecurity Plan that is reviewed and 
approved by a veterinarian; and that this should be a 
requirement for resumption of pig movement onto or 
off-from farms during an outbreak in the U.S.  

Outreach by MSU-Extension

Branch County pig owners who responded in the 
survey that they would be interested in learning more 
about preparing for African Swine Fever or other FADs 
that can infect pigs are currently being contacted 
by their preferred method (phone or e-mail). During 
these contacts, participants are offered assistance for 
obtaining a PIN and identifying a veterinarian who can 
help prepare their Enhanced Biosecurity Plan. They are 
also asked if they could use assistance establishing a 
proper perimeter buffer area and lines of separation, 
and if they would like to post disease monitoring signs 
(provided by Pork Checkoff) describing clinical signs 
associated with African Swine Fever and other FADs.

Recommendations for anyone who raises pigs 
anywhere in the U.S.

There are a few easy steps that everyone who owns 
pigs in the U.S. can take to help minimize the impacts of 
an FAD outbreak in our country, regardless of how many 
animals they are responsible for or where they live and 
farm: 

1. First and foremost, understand that even though 
your investment in animals may be small (so the 
economic risks associated with an FAD outbreak may be 
small for you), the potential impact of an FAD centered 
in your area or at your farm could be devastating to 
other farmers in your area, to our industry and to your 
local economy.

2. Learn more about Secure Pork Supply planning – 
FAD prevention and preparing your farm for a possible 
outbreak.  The current U.S. pork Industry Guide to the 
Secure Pork Supply Plan can be found at SPS-Booklet-
2018.pdf (securepork.org).

3. Consider registering for the recently developed pig 
tracking tool, AgView, found at https://www.agview.com
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Could your farm benefit from some additional 
supports?

Even in the relatively good times many U.S. pork 
producers are seeing these days challenges can arise, 
sometimes out of nowhere, that may seem almost 
impossible to overcome.  Every day, farmers take 
meticulous care of their animals and crops, ensuring 
they are healthy and safe. Yet farmers need support 
to manage their own stress and fatigue. This stress 
can become especially intense when an on-farm injury 
occurs, commodity prices are low or natural disasters 
decrease yield. Whether these stresses come from a 
financial issue or the stresses of everyday life, MSU 
Extension can help. If you’re concerned about yourself, 
a family member, a friend or a neighbor, MSU Extension 
has a suite of resources and educators that can help 
identify and manage stress. 

Through the MDARD/FRSAN Legacy of the Land 
grants, MSU Extension can help support you and your 
farm to help you stay or get back on a successful track.

Key Offerings:

• Farm Financial Analysis: Through these grants we 
are able to provide a limited number of subsidized 
enrollments in the Michigan State University’s TelFarm 
program. The TelFarm program provides accounting and 
financial analysis support to farmers across the state of 
Michigan. We help take your farm records to the next 
level. This program provides assistance in bookkeeping 
in both PCMars and QuickBooks Desktop, as well as 
farm financial analysis and yearly check-in service 
including tax planning strategies. Visit:  https://www.
canr.msu.edu/farm_management/

• Teletherapy: Michigan State University Extension 
has partnered with Pine Rest Mental Health Services 
to better support farmers, farm families and workers in 
the commercial fishery industry who are experiencing 
stress and mental health concerns. Through this 

teletherapy pilot program, farmers and commercial 
fishers are connected to online counseling services with 
therapists who have an understanding of the agricultural 
community and farming. Financial assistance is available 
on a first-come-first-served basis. For more information 
click the teletherapy link or visit the farm stress website. 
Visit: https://www.canr.msu.edu/managing_farm_stress/
teletherapy-program

• Business Management Strategies: MSU Extension’s 
team of Farm Business Management educators perform 
yearly farm financial analysis and check-ins, and they 
also work with farms to better understand their business 
and in analyzing business management strategies.Visit: 
https://www.canr.msu.edu/farm_management/

• Farm Stress Resources: Taking care of crops 
and animals is hard on farmers and agribusiness 
professionals. Caring for your own health and wellness 
in this high-stress profession is often overlooked but is 
just as critical as caring for your farm business. For more 
information on available resources, upcoming trainings, 
and opportunities to connect, visit the farm stress 
website. Visit: https://www.canr.msu.edu/managing_
farm_stress/index

• Mental Health First Aid: Mental Health First Aid 
is evidence-based training that teaches participants 
how to recognize the signs and symptoms of a 
mental health crisis and help someone who may be 
experiencing one. Grounded in messages of hope 
and recovery, this program helps break down the 
misinformation surrounding mental health and helps 
trainees understand how they can play a role in the “first 
response” to mental health issues. Visit: https://www.
canr.msu.edu/mental-health-first-aid/

To have an MSU Extension educator contact you 
about these opportunities, please fill out this brief 
survey. Visit: https://msu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_265TxiuNjjAKwnP

Legacy of the Land Program Supports Farmers

Stan Moore, Michigan State University Farm Business Management Educator, moorest@msu.edu
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First responders, law enforcement officials, animal 
control officials and members of the livestock industry 
will benefit from this virtual training that provides them 
with the information and tools needed to respond to 
accidents involving livestock.

Animals are transported across the highways and 
roadways in the United States on a daily basis. Livestock 
production requires animal transportation throughout 
the growth phase and for marketing of animals.  In 
addition, the exhibition industry has people traveling 
with animals to shows and events and there is a 
significant animal recreations industry throughout the 
country.  With any transportation, the risk of accident 
on roadways can put local first responders and law 
enforcement officials in a difficult situation, managing 
both an accident scene and distressed animals 
involved in the accident.  In the event of a livestock 
transportation accident, first responders need to be 
prepared with the skill set and experience necessary to 
effectively respond and resolve problems associate with 
accident situations. These skills will aid in protecting the 
people traveling the roadways when these accidents 
occur, the safety of the responders working through the 
accident and the well-being of the animals involved.

The Michigan State University Extension Animal 
Agriculture Team has created an on-line course to help 
educate first-responders, law enforcement officers, 
animal control officers, members of the livestock 

industry and those involved in the transportation of 
animals to prepare them for emergency situations 
involving livestock.  This course consists of twelve 
educational modules highlighting animal behavior, 
animal handling, response protocols, incident chain of 
command and proper skill sets to be prepared for these 
types of emergencies.

The educational modules include information on 
animal rescue and handling techniques, animal welfare 
concerns, equipment needs and example emergency 
scenarios.  Local emergency managers and law 
enforcement units are encouraged to review the course 
and consider enrolling their staff to gain knowledge 
through this training that will improve their response 
efforts in any local scenario involving livestock.  The 
course is flexible allowing all participants to complete 
modules on their timeline.

The D2L course is currently being offered at a rate 
of $75 per participant this fall. Once the course is 
completed participants will recieve a certificate of 
completion.

The ERAIL course can be accessed at the following 
website; https://www.canr.msu.edu/courses/
emergency-response-to-accident-involving-livestock-
virtual-training

For question about the course, please contact Beth 
Ferry at franzeli@msu.edu or 269-876-2745

Emergency Response to Accidents Involving Livestock - D2L 
On-Line Course Offered by MSU Extension

Kevin Gould, Michigan State University Beef Educator, gouldk@msu.edu

Accidents involving livestock occur throughout the county and preparing first responder to effectively respond to 
these accidents is the goal of the MSU Extension D2L on-line training course.
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All comments and suggestions should be directed to the:

Want to stay updated on various MSU Extension topics? Sign up for news digests online! 
Visit bit.ly/MSUENews, and follow the prompts to get customized email digests. Digests 
are electronic newsletters of recent articles published on the MSU Extension website. You 
can unsubscribe or change your areas of interest anytime. The digests contain information 
on categories including agriculture, business, community, family, food and health, lawn and 
garden, 4-H and youth, and natural resources. Each category has multiple subcategories, 
so subscribers can narrow down their choices to fit their specific interests.

Sign Up for 
the Latest 
News for 
Agriculture

Pork TeamMSU

Lansing

Berrien Springs

..
.

Marshall

Dale Rozeboom: Extension Specialist
(517) 355-8398, rozeboom@msu.edu

Madonna Benjamin: Extension Swine Vet
(517) 614-8875, gemus@cvm.msu.edu

Erica Rogers: Environmental Extension Educator
(989) 875-5296, roger392@msu.edu 

Casey Zangaro: Extension Swine Educator
(989) 875-5292, zangaro@msu.edu

Roger Betz: Southwest District Farm Mgt.
Finance, Cash Flow, Business Analysis
(269) 781-0784, betz@msu.edu

Dave Thompson: Extension Swine Educator
(269) 832-8403, davethompson729@gmail.com

Beth Ferry: Southwest Pork Educator
Management, Quality Assurance Programs
(269) 876-2745, franzeli@msu.edu

Coldwater.
Alma.
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       Capital

All activities reported under this heading 
are financed by non-checkoff funds.e

 
Update

USDA TO MAKE $700 MILLION IN 
COVID GRANTS AVAILABLE TO 
SMALL PRODUCERS

USDA announced it will soon take applications for 
new COVID grant programs for small commodity 
producers and processors. The Pandemic Response 
and Safety grant program and the Seafood Processors 
Pandemic Response and Safety block grant program 
will make available $700 million to support agricultural 
stakeholders who haven’t yet received substantial 
federal financial assistance related to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Small businesses in certain commodity 
areas, including small-scale specialty crop producers 
and processors, shellfish, aquaculture and other select 
producers, meat and other processors, distributors, 
farmers markets, seafood facilities and processing 
vessels will be eligible for the funds. 

BIDEN TO MANDATE COVID 
VACCINATIONS FOR MOST PRIVATE 
EMPLOYEES 

President Biden recently announced his intent to direct 
the U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration (OSHA) to develop rules 
requiring any business with more than 100 employees 
to require their workers to be vaccinated against the 
Coronavirus or implement a weekly testing policy. 
Estimates show that such a rule would cover roughly 
two-thirds of all American workers. The announcement 
comes after the administration recently announced 
a vaccine mandate for all federal employees, with 
no testing option. A rule is expected to be issued in 
October. 

DOT EXTENDS HOURS OF SERVICE 
WAIVERS FOR LIVESTOCK, FEED

The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) extended 

through November 30 its COVID-19 emergency 
declaration for Hours of Service (HOS) waivers for the 
transportation of livestock and livestock feed. HOS 
governs the amount of time commercial truckers can 
drive their loads before they are required to rest. At 
the outset of the COVID pandemic and prompted by 
NPPC’s efforts to ensure pork producers could continue 
shipping hogs, the FMCSA included livestock haulers 
in its initial emergency waiver, which was subsequently 
expanded to cover delivery of livestock feed. One 
change in the most recent extension is a request that 
livestock haulers who use the waiver report that within 
five days of the end of each month on their FMCSA 
portal. NPPC thanked the Biden administration and 
FMCSA for ensuring the continuity of the U.S pork 
supply chain as an essential element of the nation’s 
food delivery infrastructure.  

CUSTOMS AND BORDER 
PROTECTION ADDS AGRICULTURE 
INSPECTION STAFF

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has 
increased the number of agricultural inspectors 
significantly since the Protecting America’s Food and 
Agriculture Act (PAFAA) of 2019 was signed into law 
in March 2020. NPPC led the effort to pass PAFAA, 
which authorized CBP to fill its staffing shortfall by 
hiring and training additional agriculture specialists, 
agriculture technicians and canine teams. In an update 
on staffing levels given recently, CBP reported it has 
added a net (above attrition, including retirements) of 
199 agriculture specialists – bring its total to 2,662 – 
with an additional 174 specialists selected but not yet 
trained, and a net of 131 new technicians. The agency 
also now has approximately 170 canine teams on board 
or in training, up from about 119 teams prior to passage 
of the PAFAA. In addition to championing the PAFAA, 
NPPC also worked to get $635 million in emergency 
appropriations to fund the additional staff since user 
fees that help pay for CBP inspectors decreased 
significantly because of COVID-related travel and trade 
disruptions. 
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NPPC ASKS CONGRESS TO 
ADDRESS AGRICULTURAL 
LABOR SHORTAGE THROUGH 
RECONCILIATION BILL

The National Pork Producers Council called on 
Congress to include in a budget reconciliation bill 
language to expand the existing H-2A visa to year-
round agricultural workers.

Like many sectors of the economy, the U.S. pork 
industry is faced with a severe labor shortage. But 
even before the COVID-19 pandemic, the industry 
was having trouble filling jobs, a situation generally 
attributable to urbanization and an aging rural 
population. The tight labor market prompted the pork 
sector to rely on foreign-born workers.

“The U.S. pork industry is highly dependent on foreign-
born workers, but current visa programs don’t provide 
access to enough workers to meet our labor needs 
on farms and in packing plants,” said NPPC President 
Jen Sorenson. “We need a dedicated, year-round 
workforce.”

“If the labor shortage is not addressed, it could lead 
to farms and plants shutting down, causing serious 
financial harm to the communities in which they 
operate,” Sorenson added. “Pork production would 
become constrained, leading to higher food prices 
for consumers and the United States becoming an 
unreliable trading partner.”

NPPC is urging congressional lawmakers to open the 
current H-2A temporary and seasonal worker visa 
program to year-round labor, without a limit on the 
annual number of visas, and to provide legal status for 
agricultural workers already in the country. Legislation 
approved earlier this year by the House would expand 
the H-2A program to year-round workers but cap the 
number of visas that can be issued each year.

In July, NPPC rolled out a campaign, “Year-Round Pork 
Needs Year-Round Workers,” to highlight the vital role 
foreign-born workers play in the U.S. pork industry and 
the critical need for comprehensive labor reform to 
address agriculture’s labor shortage. 

NPPC THANKS USDA FOR IMPORTED 
DOG RULES

USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
announced a federal order establishing additional 
requirements for dogs imported into the United States 
for resale from African swine fever (ASF)-positive 
countries. Ensuring ASF and other foreign animal 
diseases don’t enter the country is one of the National 
Pork Producers Council’s (NPPC) top priorities. Earlier 
this year, NPPC sounded the alarm on the potential for 
imported rescue dogs to serve as disease carriers from 
their bedding, crates or coats, becoming a lead issue 
during our spring Legislative Action Conference (LAC).

The United States remains free of ASF – an animal 
disease affecting only pigs with no human health 
implications.

As USDA explained, effective immediately, importers of 
dogs into the United States for resale from a region in 
which ASF exists or is reasonably believed to exist, must 
submit written documentation verifying completion of 
the following requirements:

The dog(s) and their shipping crate/container must 
be free of dirt, wood shavings, hay, straw, or any 
other organic/natural bedding material. All bedding 
that accompanies the dog(s) during transit must be 
properly disposed of at the U.S. post-entry point(s) of 
concentration.

Each dog must have an ISO-compliant microchip 
implanted, and the individual microchip number must 
be verified immediately before each animal is bathed.

Each dog must be bathed at the U.S. post-entry point(s) 
of concentration within two calendar days of arrival in 
the United States. Bathing must be documented in the 
Veterinary Services Dog Import Record.

“Each year, several thousand dogs enter the country for 
resale or adoption. If even one of these animals carried 
ASF into the country, it could put the U.S. swine herd 
and other livestock in jeopardy and have disastrous 
consequences for our nation’s agriculture sector,” 
said NPPC Chief Veterinarian Dr. Liz Wagstrom. “We 
thank USDA for implementing these additional safety 
measures to prevent the spread of ASF to the United 
States,” she added.
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Reports on checkoff-funded 
promotion, research and consumer 
information programs.

AFRICAN SWINE FEVER CONFIRMED 
IN HAITI

Haiti’s Chief Veterinary Officer reported a positive case 
of African swine fever (ASF) to the World Organization 
for Animal Health (OIE) in late September.

The sample was collected from a pig in a province 
bordering the Dominican Republic and was tested by 
USDA’s National Veterinary Services Laboratories through 
a cooperative testing program.

This detection is not unexpected due to the recent 
cases of ASF in the Dominican Republic. USDA’s Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service is committed 
to assisting both countries in dealing with ASF by 
supporting response and mitigation measures.

Pork producers are encouraged to take steps to 
prepare for a potential outbreak of ASF or other foreign 
animal disease in the U.S. 

STUDY VALIDATES PORK INDUSTRY’S 
BIOSECURITY MEASURES AGAINST 
AFRICAN SWINE FEVER

On the heels of the announcement of African swine 
fever (ASF) confirmed in the Dominican Republic, a new 
study has found no major areas have been overlooked to 
prevent the introduction of ASF to the U.S. The year-long 
study was funded by the Pork Checkoff and Swine Health 
Information Center (SHIC).

“While we are encouraged by the report’s overall 
assessment of the industry’s progress in reducing the risk 
of ASF introduction into the country, we know that there’s 
always more work to be done,” says Dr. Patrick Webb, 
acting chief veterinarian for the National Pork Board. 
“We must continue to work together to find real-world 

solutions for producers and their suppliers to implement 
that can help keep our national herd free of this costly 
virus.”

Potential ASF Pathways into the U.S.

The study, conducted by EPiX Analytics, LLC, 
considered eight potential pathways of ASF to the U.S., 
including:

• Legal import of live animals;

• Legal import of pork products;

• Fomites associated with international movements;

• International movement of people;

• Transboundary movements of wildlife and vectors;

• Intentional and accidental release.

The results reinforce the importance of heightening 
on-farm biosecurity measures to protect farms from 
ASF. The report also validated the industry’s assumption 
that feed and feed ingredient import risks are a critical 
opportunity to strengthen protection against ASF. 
Other vulnerabilities, such as feral swine and illegal or 
out-of-regulatory-compliance garbage feeding, were also 
identified by the study as areas for the pork industry to 
continue working to address.

Pork Organizations Continue to Collaborate

The study’s findings were presented to the American 
Association of Swine Veterinarians, NPB, National 
Pork Producers Council and Swine Health Information 
Center. These pork organizations continue to work 
collaboratively to prevent ASF and other foreign animal 
diseases from reaching domestic swine herds. This joint 
project reflects the commitment these groups have to 
serve and inform U.S. pork producers and protect the 
health of the domestic swine herd.
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FEDERAL ORDER ISSUED FOR ASF 
PROTECTION ZONE

USDA APHIS is issuing a Federal Order suspending the 
interstate movement of all live swine, swine germplasm, 
swine products, and swine byproducts from Puerto 
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands to the mainland United 
States until APHIS can establish sufficient mitigations to 
authorize such movement.  

This Federal Order, effective on Sept. 17, is the final 
action in a series of safeguards needed to establish an 
African Swine Fever (ASF) protection zone in Puerto Rico 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands. When the protection zone is 
established, APHIS will have processes in place in Puerto 
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands to: 

• Prohibit movement of live swine and products out of 
the protection zone; 

• Conduct appropriate surveillance within the 
protection zone to quickly detect introductions of disease; 
and  

• Conduct a public education campaign relating to 
biosecurity on farms and other establishments.    

ERIC STONESTREET CELEBRATES 
PIG FARMING IN UPCOMING 
MYTHBUSTING SERIES

National Pork Board (NPB) is partnering with Emmy 
Award-winning actor Eric Stonestreet to dispel common 
misconceptions about pork production through a series of 
social media videos this September.

During a Pork Checkoff webinar, Jennifer Shike, editor 
for Farm Journal’s PORK, interviewed Stonestreet about 
his background and his interest in the campaign.

“Farmers are my people. Pig people are my people,” 
says Stonestreet. “I knew when this came across my plate 
that it was an opportunity to re-tether myself to where it 
all started for me.”

Stonestreet says the filming on a commercial pig farm 
and talking about the producer-chosen myths has been a 
full-circle moment in his life. He mentioned producers and 

agriculturists have a “clear ability to get work done” as 
they work with nature’s clock.

“Sixty pigs relied on me, a 5th grader, to feed and 
water them before and after school,” reflects Stonestreet. 
“Life wasn’t just about me. It was about the sustainability 
of those pigs on our property. There’s no doubt the work 
ethic instilled in me through raising hogs was relatable to 
my career in learning how to apply myself.”

Stonestreet addressed the disconnect between food 
production and consumers. He says he wants to help 
change people’s minds by exposing them to modern 
technology and cleanliness in barns, and how pigs are 
taken care of so individuals feel assured they can serve a 
safe, nutritious product for dinner.

This campaign is just one example of how the Pork 
Checkoff is using Real Pork, the industry’s new trust and 
image brand, to tell a more complete farm-to-fork story 
and protect producers’ freedom to operate. 

What Myths are Being Addressed?

NPB surveyed consumers about their pork 
consumption preferences. The survey found 20 percent of 
respondents plan to reduce consumption and 11 percent 
already have. It also identified perceived concerns about 
animal housing, nutrition and what pigs eat.

To address these concerns, the Pork Checkoff-funded 
campaign launched in September. Each social media 
video re-defines idioms and phrases associated with pigs 
and pig farming to instead showcase the innovation of 
modern pork production, including:

• Pigsty = Clean, care and safe

• When Pigs Fly = Pig farmers always learning and 
adapting

• Pig Out = Healthy and balanced

• Hog Wild = Purposeful, thoughtful, avoiding excess

• Capitalist Pig = Community-involved, generous, 
giving

The full webinar recording can be found at https://
porkcheckoff.org/news/eric-stonestreet-celebrates-pig-
farming-mythbusting-series/.
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MPPA Awards Scholarships to Michigan Youth

A
n outstanding 
group of students 
applied for Michigan 
Pork Producers 
Association’s 

Pork Industry scholarships. The 
applications were reviewed by a 
panel of judges including MPPA 
Board Members Fred Walcott of 
Allendale and Brandon Hill of Mason. 
The comittee chose three winners, 
awarding each $1,000. The winners 
include: 

Abigail Allen

Abigail Allen is the daughter of 
Matt and Kerri Allen of Hamilton. 
She is attending Dordt University 
to pursue a major in animal 
science and minor in agribusiness. 
She hopes to work in the animal 
nutrition or farm business 
management field. She has owned 
and worked with pigs for the past 
5 years, showing them in 4-H and 
working with them at the Careerline 

Tech Center Animal and Agriculture 
Science program. Abigail also works 
at Poll Farms in the farrowing unit 
helping sows give birth, feeding, 
powerwashing,general barn chores, 
and sometimes working in the 
breeding area.

Mary Hartmann

Mary Hartmann is the daughter of 
Matthew and Ann Hartmann and is a 
Junior at Michigan State University 
in the Animal Science program. 
She grew up on her 6th generation 
family farm in Clayton Township, 
Michigan. She became involved in 
the Pork industry when her younger 
sister was interested in show pigs. 
Her passion was sparked and now 
spends every day working with 
hogs in some way, from showing to 
helping local breeders. Her future 
plans include finishing her degree 
at Michigan State University and 
joining the Livestock Judging team. 
After college she plans to pursue a 
career in Animal Science and start a 
show pig operation of her own.

Brianna Stockwell

Brianna Stockwell is the daughter 
of Mike and Jennifer Stockwell of 
Dowagiac, MI. She is attending Black 
Hawk college, studying agricultural 
business and communications. 
She plans to participate on both 
livestock judging and soils & crop 
evaluation and eventually transfer 
to a senior college to finish her 
bachelor’s degree. She plans to 
work in the swine industry after 
graduation. 

Scholarship recipients include Abigail Allen (left) of Hamilton, Mary 
Hartmann (top) of Flint and Brianna Stockwell (right) of Dowagiac.
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2022 Michigan Pork Producers Association
Membership Application

Name:_____________________________________________          
 
Company:___________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________

City:________________________________   

State:____________Zipcode:_____________

Phone:_______________________________   Cell:_____________________________    
  
Email:____________________________________

Please check one:

        $40.00 Regular Member: Individuals or firm with over $30,000.00 gross annual sales from  
 hogs.

        $100.00 Gold Regular Member: Individuals or firm with over $30,000.00 gross annual sales  
 from hogs.

        $40.00 Associate Member: Person or companies associated with the pork industry. 

        $100.00 Gold Associate Member: Person or companies associated with the pork industry. 
  
        $5.00 Student Member: Individuals under 21 years of age. Student members do not have  
 voting privileges.

        $250.00 Gold Industry Member Contributor: A Gold Industry Contributor provides additional  
 support for MPPA programs requiring the use of unrestricted (non-checkoff) funds. 

Payment Options:

       Credit Card: Card Number:_____________________________   
 
       Expiration Date:________Code:__________ 
       
       Name on Card: _________________________________ Billing Zipcode:_____________ 
                 
       Check: Please make checks payble to MPPA and mail to 3515 West Road, Suite B,  
       East Lansing, MI  48823

As a result of changes made by the 1993 Tax Act, 25% of membership dues are not deductible for 
federal income tax purposes.
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The Michigan Pork PAC is the bi-parti-
san political action arm of the Michigan 
Pork Producers Association. The MI 
Pork PAC enables producers to pool 
their resources together and become 
directly involved in the election process. 

A strong political action committee com-
pliments our advocacy efforts at the 
state Capitol.  By contributing to the MI 
Pork PAC, you are helping to elect  
legislators who support your industry. By 
working with our elected lawmakers, we 
can be assured that we will have maxi-
mum impact in shaping policy  
issues that impact you.  A strong PAC 
assures us that pork producers and 
candidates who support us will be at 
the table when decisions impacting your 
industry are being made.

Please keep in mind that contributions 
may be accepted from individuals,  
partnerships, LLC’s, and Sole  
Proprietors.  However, NO  
CORPORATE CONTRIBUTIONS CAN
 BE ACCEPTED. 

Contributions to the PAC are not 
deductible as charitable contributions 
for Federal income tax purposes.

Working for you...
          by urging legislators to enact 

responsible legislation
 and regulation.

MI Pork PAC
Helping elect friends of the Michigan pork industry.

MI Pork PAC Contribution
Name:

I would like to contribute:

Payment Options

Credit Card: 

Number:

Exp. Date:    Code: 

Name and zip code on Card:

Address:
     

Check: 

Please make checks payable to: MI Pork PAC

Mail to: Michigan Pork Producers Association, 
3515 West Road, Suite B, 
East Lansing, MI  48823

$250      $150      $100      $50      Other $
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Calendar of Events

28-30 Green and White Swine ShowJan.:

15 MPPA Board MeetingDec.:

23 Michigan Pork Symposium

24 MPPA Board Meeting

Feb.:

MSU Pavilion, East Lansing

Lansing Center, Lansing, MI

Lansing, MI

East Lansing, MI
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A
pplying for a loan can 
be an overwhelming 
experience, especially 
for first-time loan 
applicants and 

beginning farmers. To make the 
entire process easier, it’s helpful to 
have up-to-date accounting, make 
use of available resources, and lean 
on a loan officer. 

To get a handle on what to expect 
during a loan application process, 
here are five lender-approved tips to 
prepare:

1. Stay organized. Whether or 
not you’re in need of a loan, when 
it comes to operating any business, 
it’s vital to have updated and reliable 
recordkeeping. Staying organized 
year-round allows you to make better 
decisions for your farm and, when it 
is time to apply, makes the loan prep 
work much simpler.

2. Separate farm from home. 
Regardless of your operation’s size 
or location, combining your farm and 
personal finances can eventually lead 
to unnecessary confusion and stress 
- especially during tax time. Even if 
your farm is located on your primary 
residence or you’re just starting 
out, keeping your finances separate 
will give you a better idea of your 
operation’s overall performance.

3. Prepare your financials. When 
applying for any typical loan, you’ll 
need to provide pay stubs, past 
W-2s, bank account statements and 
personal information. The same 
goes for applying for a farm loan, 
in addition to having an updated 
balance sheet or personal financial 
statement, and a business plan. 
Keep in mind your business plan 

should have realistic goals that are 
within reach, plus reflect your farm’s 
previous performance or that of 
similar farms in the area.

4. Communicate with your lender. 
Once your information is gathered, 
sit down with your lender to discuss 
your farm’s goals. Having a strong 
and open relationship with your 
lender is crucial to ensure you are 
both on the same page and that 
the expectations of your farm align. 
Your lender is a great resource 
of information. Having a good 
relationship with your lender will only 
benefit you later down the road as 
your farm grows and your operation 
becomes more diversified.

5. Be patient. The loan application 
process doesn’t happen overnight, 
especially for operating and land 
loans. The closing time for a loan can 
range from 2-6 weeks and is different 
for everyone. Have patience and ask 
your lender directly what you can 
expect if time is of the essence.

Getting financing for your farm 
is a detailed process unique to each 

individual scenario with one common 
factor: a financial services officer 
working in partnership with you to 
help find the best solution. Experts 
are a great resource who are ready 
to answer any questions you have. 
Using the five tips above - and your 
lender - as a guide will make your 
experience that much smoother.

To learn more about these 
financing options and get started 
with an online loan request, please 
visit www.greenstonefcs.com.

GreenStone Farm Credit Services 
provides financial services to the 
agricultural industry - including 
short, intermediate and long-term 
loans, equipment and building 
leases, life insurance, crop insurance, 
accounting, payroll and tax services. 
GreenStone also specializes in 
residential and country home loans, 
and provides lending products for the 
purchase, improvement, construction 
or refinance of residences along 
with financing future home sites and 
recreational land.

Submitted by GreenStone FCS

Five Tips for First-Time Borrowers
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Updates on the economy, agricultural industries and 
outlooks featured at the 2021 Ag Credit Conference

A
gricultural supply 
chains have 
confronted many 
challenges during the 
last two years, and 

the diversity of Michigan agriculture 
has led to a uniquely high number of 
challenges due to COVID-19. In its first 
year back since the beginning of the 
pandemic, experts at the Michigan 
Ag Credit Conference will share their 
insights on the past few years and 
provide an economic outlook for 
Michigan’s agricultural economy.

The Michigan Ag Credit Conference 
is scheduled for Oct. 26 from 8:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Kellogg Hotel 
and Conference Center in East 
Lansing, Mich. Designed to connect 
agricultural lenders, agribusinesses, 
policymakers, faculty experts, and 
industry stakeholders, this conference 
provides networking and learning 
opportunities in support of Michigan’s 
agricultural industry.

“For decades, this conference has 
brought together a unique mix of 
financial and academic leadership 
to explore important trends for 
Michigan agriculture,” said Trey 
Malone, assistant professor in the 
Department of Agricultural, Food, 
and Resource Economics at MSU. 
“Agricultural supply chains are in a 
profoundly unique moment. Through 
the opportunity to develop networks 
between university faculty and 
experts in their respective fields, 
I’ve found the conversations at this 
conference to be reinvigorating for 
me, and often spurs future research 
topic ideas.”

Conference highlights

• Agricultural trade and 
macroeconomic outlook with 
Aleks Schaefer from Oklahoma 
State University

• Grain market outlook with MSU 
professor emeritus Jim Hilker

• Federal policy outlook with 
John Kran from Michigan Farm 
Bureau

• Opportunities and risks in 
carbon markets with Matt 
Gammans from MSU

• Farm business management 
team program opportunities 
from Michigan State University 
Extension educators Corey 
Clark and Jon LaPorte

• Specialty crop outlook with 
Trey Malone from MSU

• Dairy market outlook with 
Chris Wolf from the Dyson 
School of Applied Economics 
and Management at Cornell 
University.

• Livestock market outlook with 
Melissa McKendree from MSU

“MSU’s College of Agriculture 
and Natural Resources and the 
AFRE department specifically 
have had a lot of changes recently 
and this conference is a wonderful 
opportunity for the industry to meet 
our new administration and faculty,” 
said Scott Swinton, AFRE department 
chair. “I look forward to connecting 
with participants as the new 
department chair and talking about 
how we can support the industry.”

Participants can attend in person 
or listen to session recordings after 
the conference. Registration is 
$130 per person for either option. 
In-person participants will also 
receive access to the recordings after 
the conference. Visit https://events.
anr.msu.edu/msuagcredit21/ to learn 
more about the program and register.

This article was published by 
Michigan State University Extension.
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A rapid, informed response is vital for quickly containing a foreign animal disease (FAD) outbreak. While reporting 
protocols are in place on local and state levels, AgView is a free, opt-in technology solution that helps producers provide 
disease status updates and pig movement data to state animal health officials in real-time. When producers grant 
permission to share this data, it can be invaluable to creating a faster response to a suspected or confirmed FAD.

AgView's Value to the Industry
The AgView platform promotes business continuity for America’s pig farmers by 
uniquely making disease traceback and pig movement data available to the USDA 
and state animal health officials on Day 1 of a foreign animal disease incident.

In the event of an African swine fever (ASF) or another FAD outbreak, state veterinarians and other animal health officials 
will rely on reviewing a massive amount of important data from producers to assist in contact tracing of infected 
animals/herds. AgView is a permission-based system that is able to rapidly share disease data from producers to animal 
health officials. Once the data-sharing is approved, AgView can quickly share this vital information, including: 

Verification of criteria needed for 
permitting movement

AgView: A New Tool for a Unified, Real-Time 
Approach for Foreign Animal Disease Response

Important AgView Features

Where the pigs are and the size and types 
of farms state vets are dealing with

Magnitude of animal movement, and 
more importantly, positive traces

Lab results from ASF or another FAD

Compliance with the U.S. Secure Pork 
Supply plan 

® 2021 Copyright. National Pork Board. This message is funded by America’s Pork Producers and the Pork Checkoff

Releases Data 
Only at Producer 

Request

Holds All Data 
Securely

Gathers Data Prior 
to an Incident

Complements Other 
Software Platforms 

(Public/Private)

Ties All 
Pig Movement to 
Farm Premises
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We’re Listening

Dear MPPA,

Thank you for choosing me for a scholarship this 
year. I am using it for my education in animal science 
at Michigan State University. I appreciate it greatly, 
and it helps a lot! Best regards!. 

Mary Hartmann 
Flint, MI

Dear MPPA,

Thank you so much for 
awarding me with the 
Michigan Pork Producers 
Association scholarship. 
I am honored to receive 
it. With this scholarship, I 
am going to attend Dordt 
University in Iowa to major 
in animal science and minor 
in agribusiness. I hope to 
do something with animal 
nutrition. Thank you again! 

Abigail Allen 
Hamilton, MI

Dear MPPA,

On behalf of the Michigan FFA Association, we 
would like to thank you again for presenting at our 
Business and Industry Event and for your part in 
making sure the event happened and was a success. 
The officers had fun meeting industry leaders from 
our state, and we all left with a greater knowledge 
of our agricultural industries. We would also like 
to thank MPPA for their continued partnership 
and support of Michigan FFA. We would not be as 
successful without partners like you! 

2021-2022 Michigan FFA State Officer Team

Follow us 
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MPPA Board of 
Directors:

Albright Swine Farms

Bakker Consulting

United Animal Health

United Producers, Inc

Wooden Farms

ADVERTISERS

22

7

9

8

5

Andy White, Vice President
Jones, (269)506-1978

Tim Kruithoff, Treasurer
Kent City, (616) 675-7787

Jeff Russcher, Secretary
Zeeland, (269) 208-9832

Brian Pridgeon, President
Montgomery, (517) 296-4543

Executive Committee:

Pat Albright
Coldwater, (517) 238-5817

Afton Blight Maksimchuk
Homer, (517) 488-4938

Lee Carte
Remus, (989) 967-3669

Bob Dykhuis
Holland, (269) 751-7189 

Erin Ehinger
Zeeland, (616) 218-5079

Beth Ferry, MSU Extension
Cassopolis, (269) 445-4438

Brandon Hill, United Animal Health
Mason, (269) 251-6428

Ryan Hunter
Vicksburg, (269) 649-0764

Craig Jipping
Hamilton, (616) 836-1475

Scott McKenzie
Marcellus, (269) 506-8718 

Ed Reed
Marcellus, (269) 646-2431 

Rick Sietsema
Allendale, (616) 895-7493 

Kevin Turner
East cLansing, (517) 203-6564
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Pork Belly Burnt Ends

INGREDIENTS:
• 3 1/2 pounds pork belly
• 1/2 cup pork seasoning (your favorite)
• 2 cups barbecue sauce
• 6 tablespoons unsalted butter
• 1/4 cup honey (hot, optional)

Trim all silver skin and hard fat off the top of the pork belly. Trim the skin off the bottom of the pork 
belly.

Cut the pork belly into 1.5” strips, then cut again into 1.5”x1.5” cubes. Liberally season with your 
favorite pork seasoning.

Preheat smoker or grill to 225 degrees. Place pork belly cubes into the smoker and smoke for 3 
hours.

Remove pork belly from smoker, place them into a foil pan and add in the barbecue sauce, more 
seasoning, butter, and hot honey (if desired). Return to smoker for 1.5-2 hours.

Remove the foil pan from smoker and uncover. Let rest for 10 minutes, then serve.

INSTRUCTIONS: 


